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CHAPTER XXII. 



jffcent to the Glaciers.*— Mountain-Profpe&s.*~>Hymn 
written among the Alps* 

FROM a little village fituated at the 
foot of the Glaciers, and near the fource 
of the Rhine, we departed early the 
next morning to fcale the mduntain that 
led us to that mighty ftore-houfe of 
winter. Our road lay along the fide of 
& torrent, part of which is applied to the 
purpofe of turning the mill belonging to 
the hamlet, and watering thq little en- 
clofures around it. A path-way had been 
Vol. II. B formed 
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2 A View op the pheseni 4 

formed by the people acrofs the Glaciers, 
in order to communicate with the in- 
habitants .of the upper part of the valley 
of Ragantz* 

The mountain, Ijke thofe we had jufl 
left in the middle region, on the fouthera 
fide of St.. Bernardin, produced a fine 
fhort grafs ; and the peafants were fpread- 
ing as we pafied their fcented harveft, 
to the pleafant, hut fleeting fun-beam, 
eager to improve the precarious blefsing, 
and fnatch the golden moments ! Along 
a fine amphitheatre of mountains, we 
fpied the inhabitants of the various cot- 
tages at this paftoral employment, hang- 
ing on the fteeps like goats, to turn the 
fwath, and leaving us to wonder by what 
ingenuity the grafs was firft mowed* 
Thefe chalets, or mountain cabins, are 
fitted for the region where they are 
placed, though of an order of architecture 
4 fo 
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$TATE OF SWITZERLAND. I 

t)f which Palladio gives no defcription. 
They afe in general built with the wood 
of the pine, or the larph, but when not in 
the neighbourhood of forefts, are erected 
with ftone. To ipoft of the chalets the 
mountain itfelf affords one fide ready con- 
ftrudted, as they are ufually placed in 
fuch (ituations that wheij the avalanche 
rolls from the top, it fhajl find no re- 
fiftapce from thofe habitations, fhielded 
by the friendly hill that rifes abrupt be- 
hind, but pafsing harmjefs over the fhel- 
tered dwelling, fling at a fafe diftance its 
$eftnj#iyie qa^fs. 

In the Jaft of thefe chalets We Hopped 
to repofe ourfelves, though wc had halted 
fo 9ften to botainze, as the hills abounded 
int & rich variety of h ef bs and delicate 
mountain-flowers, that we had hitherto 
fjiffered little from the labor of the 
afcejjt; but our raipble, together with the 
B 2 morn- 
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4* A VIEW 0$ THE PRESENT 

morning breeze of the mountains, had 
created no ufual appetite ; and we fat 
down to a repaft of dried fruits, and 
coffee, before the door of the chalet, to 
prepare us for the remainder of our enter- 
prize. 

The afcent to the Glaciers on the 
oppofite fide of the valley appeared fo 
romantic, that we regretted for a mo- 
ment that we had not taken a route, 
which feemed not only pleafanter, but 
fhorter; our mountain companions, how- 
ever, filenced our murmurs by aflurings us 
that every ftep we took, though appa- 
rently leading us further from the oppo^ 
fite mountain, would at length bring us 
nearer. We had been fo often deceived 
in our ideas of di fiances in the Alps f 
which it requires long ufage and a moun- 
tain-eye to calculate accurately, that we 
gave up our reafon to the care of thefe 

Grifons, 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 5 

Grifons, perfuaded that fome mountain- 
miracle would be wrought in our favor. 

The latter part of our journey was ex- 
treme toil ; at fome diftance from the 
top, the mule which had hitherto carried 
me was left tied to a rock, and our guides 
fupported me up the rugged fteep; my 
fellow travellers, who were furniihed with ' 
crampons, little machines buckled to the 
feet, with points to enable. the wearer to 
keep his hold, purchafed their fecurity 
by excefsive fatigue from wearing them. 

We were frequently overcome by the 
extreme heat, as well as by the difficulty 
of the path, and often flopped to cool our 
fever at the torrent which we faw burft- 
ing above, from its icy fource. No in- 
convenience, we were told, refulted from 
taking this cooling draught; though far 
from being convinced of the truth of this 
B 3 aflertioii, 
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tf A VIEW OP THE frRESEN* 

aflertion, we were glad to find an excufe 
in the example of our Grifon companions* 
for quaffing this delicious beverage ; and, 
like our firft parent, " when not deceived , 
but fondly overcome/* he tailed " of that 
fair, enticing fruit/ 1 fo we, againrt our 
better knowledge, fcrupled not to drink 
large libations of this tempting ne&arious 
water. 

With an inexprefsible fenfation of 
fatigue like the giddinefs of delirium, 
breathlqfs, and, burning with heat, we 
threw ourfelves, fome time after mid-day, 
on the grafs, along the icy boundary, 
from whofe bafe rufhed the torrent 
whence we gathered the icicles that 
again flackened our e&cefsiye thirft, 
Thefe feelings of parched heat were hot 
the effe&s of fatigue i we had taken afe 
violent exercife beneath the hot noon-* 
tide rays in the Italian valiite*, with lef$ 

feyerifh 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND, 7 

feverifh fenfatiom than we now expe- 
rienced in thofe regions of winter. After 
a flight interval of repofe, however, we 
found ourfelves reftored to that feeling of 
ferene, tranquil delight, for which the 
philosophers who have written on the 
theory of the Higher Alps, account, from 
the purity of the atmofphere at that im- 
menfe elevation; and which ftate of 
foothing happinefs Roufleau has defcribed 
with his ufual eloquence, in a letter to 

Julia *' While 

* The general impreffion felt by thofe who fcate 
the higher mountains, where the air is pure and 
fubtile, is a greater eafinefs in breathing, more light* 
nefs in the body, and more ferenity in the mind. — • 
Meditation aflumes, in thofe regions, fomething of 
a chara£ter great, and fublime, proportioned to the 
obje&s which ftrike us ; fomething of tranquil rapture, 
remote from all that is felfifli, or fenfual. It feems as 
if, while raifed above the haunts of men, we leave 
below all mean and earthly fentiments, and that, as wcr 
approach the etherial regions, the foul contracts feme- 

B 4 th * n £ 
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8 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

While my fellow travellers amufed 
thettifelves by wandering over that world 
of ice, a difficult and dangerous enter* 
prize, I fat down on the border of the 
Glacier, to enjoy the new and magnificent 
vifion around me. On the right, rocks 
and mountains of ice, arofe in dread 
and fublime perfpe&ive; before me, St, 
Bernardin lifted its barren and un-* 
covered top; and nearly in the' feme; di* 
re&ion, the eye wanders over a chain of 
Glaciers which feparates the valley of the 
Rhine from the fubje<5t countries of the 
Grifons, Borneo, and the Valtcline, Thefe 
were the Glaciers which, mid- way, we 
regretted not having fcaled, and which 
our guides told us we, fhould reach fooner 

thing of their unchangeable purity. Upon the whole, 
this fpectacle has fomething in it of magic and fuper- 
natural, which overwhelms the mind and fenfes 5 we 
forget every thing, we forget ourfelves, and hay? 
fcarcely a confeioufnefs of exiftenc?. 

in 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND* 9 

in the direction we had already taken. 
So far as we might jtruft to the teftimony 
of our fenfes, they were not miftaken. 
Thefe Glaciers appeared to touch that oji> 
which we were now placed ; and it 
feemed as if we had only to defcend a 
little from our prefent elevation, in order 
to climb the favage and flaked pyramids 
of rocks which raifed themfelves up from 
the far-fpread defert of ice, like barren 
iflands from a troubled fea. We were, 
however, feparated from thofe objects by 
a fpace of feveral miles, meafured on the 
ground ; but the intervening gulph was 
hid from our fight by the fwell of the 
mountains. On the left, the eye was 
borne over the amphitheatre of hills, 
green with pafturage, up to the ridge of 
ice* ftretching along its own fullen, and 
perhaps incroaching boundary. The cattle 
were cropping the herbage on the fteep, 
and the chamois bounding over the rocks, 

for 
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for fuch the; Grifon-peafant told me 
were a few playful animals I per- 
ceived at a great diftance at the edge 
of the Glacier, over which my fellow- 
travellers were wandering. I employed 
the hours of meditation in throwing to- 
gether the new images with which the 
Alpine fcenery had filled my mind, 
into the form of an hymn, to the au- 
thor of nature ; and no fpot can furely 
be more congenial to devotional feel- 
ings, thaft that theatre where the divi- 
jiity has difplayed the moft flupendous 
of his earthly works. 

The lengthening fhadow of the icy* 
wall at the foot of which I was fit- 
ting, drew me from my meditations, 
and I began to be ferioufly alarmed at 
the abfence of my friepds. The oppo- 
fite Glaciers were now lighted up with 
that glowing rofe^coloured hue, with 

which 
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STATE OP SWITZERLAND* 11 

which they are tinged at parting day/ 
I gazed with rapture on this glorious 
vifion, which I had before feeil at an 
immenfe diftance, and with feeble im* 
prefsions compared to the enthufiaftio, 
the folemn emotion I now experienced* 
The clouds were rolling high above 
the valley, but remotely beneath the 
fpot whefc I ftood* in gorgeoufly co- 
loured billows, as their upper furfcces 
Were tinged by the iaft rays of the 
fup. 

While I was contemplating thefe ma* 
jeftic images, my fellow-travellers hailed 
us from a diftant part of the moun- 
tain, to which they had defcended 
from the Glacier. There was no time 
left to liften to their 

<c Tiravels hiftory, 
Of Anters vaft, and deferts idle, 
Rough quarries, rocks, and bills, whofe heads touch 
heaven," 

all 
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12 A. VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

all " ,which I ihould have been very 
feribufly inclined to hear, if our guides 
had not reminded us, that though the 
tops of the mountains where we flood 
were ftill rejoicing in the light of day, 
darknefs already brooded over the face 
of the vallies; 

The vapours gathered thicker as the 
evening advanced ; and from the brow 
of the firft flope where we defcendecf, 
we paufed a moment to fnatch a nearer 
view of the tumultuous {willing tide 
of clouds into which we were about 
to plunge, rolling in filent but awful 
difcordance along the valley, between 
the majeftic ftreights of the Glaciers* 

We had fcarcely gained the fpot 
where we left our mule, before the 
fun had taken his laft leave of the 
pointed rocks on the oppofite Glacier, 

and 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 13 

and night feemed rifing from the valley. 
We found the bridle in the place where 
we had tied it to the rock, but the 
mule, in whofe reputation for patience 
we had placed too much confidence, 
or who had formed a better judgment 
of the fit hour of retreat than our- 
felves, had withdrawn his head, and ab- 
fconded. / I had rather been borne, 
than fupported to this fpot, between two 
of our guides; a mode of conveyance 
wbich was both difagrecable and incon- 
venient. To walk down to the valley 
was for me impofsible, to look for the 
mule along the mountains would have 
been a vain attempt, and to have fought 
another from below/ would have de- 
layed our return 'till midnight. In this 
perplexity, one of our Grifon-guides, 
Who had rambled a few paces m feareh 
of the animal, returned with his ifms 
full of ihrubs, which he placed in two 

leathern 
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leathern girdles fattened to the Iofcgp 
poles that are the Walking flicks of the 
Glaciers, and tied, them together, fo aar 
to form a fort of chair, or litter % ott 
this 1 placed myfelf, not without fome 
apprehension* but was carried in perfe<& 
fafety down to the cottage where we 
had breakfafted in the morning, and 
whei£ we found our mule, who had 
been Caught marching homewards early 
in the evening, and detained by thd 
cottagers till our return. 

The hours till midnight Were filled 
up by my fellow-travellers, with ac- 
counts of their wonderful vifions. I 
made a number of notes of what I 
had myfelf feen, and heard of th$ 
Glaciers; but after reading the glowing 
defcription given of thofe ftupendous 
phenomena, by Mr. Ramond, in his 
elegant translation of Mr. Coxe's firft 

edition 
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edition of his travels, I determined, in- 
ftead of prefumptuoufly intruding my 
own imperfect obfervations, or intelli- 
gence, to feize this occafion of intro- 
ducing that finHhed effay to the Eng- 
lifh reader ** Leaving to this charming 
writer the tafk qf philofophical difcuf- 
fion, I (hall here tranfcribe the hymn I 
compofed on thofe Alpine fummits ; 
confcious how feebly it paints their 
fublime imagery, and perfuaded no 
pen can define thofe fenfations which 
are felt by the lover of nature, who 
wanders amidft thofe regions of ftupen- 
dous greatnefs, and feels, mingled with 
the thrill of aftoniftuncnt, the tranf- 
* port of adoration. 

* For Mr. Ramond's obfervations on the Glaciers, and 
Gla'cieres, fee the Appendix. 
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16 a View of : ?he present 
A HYMJSt tvritten among the ALPS. 

Creation's God ! with thought elate, 
Thy hand divine I fee; ^ 

Imprefled on fcenes where all is great,. 
Where all is full of thee ! j 

II. 

Where ftern the Alpine mountains raife 

.Their heads of maffive fnow \ 
Whence, on the rolling ftorm I gaze, 

Xhat hangs how far below ! ; 

III. 
Where, on fome bold ftupendous height, 

The eagle fits alone ; 
Or foaring wings his fallen flight 

To haunts yet more his own ; 

IV. 

. Where the (harp rock the chamois treads, 
Or flippery fummit fcales ; 
Or where the whitening fnow-bird fpreads 
Her plumes to icy gales ; 

V. 

Where the rude cliff's fteep column glows 

With morning's tint of blue ; 
Or evening on the Glacier throws 
/. Th&rofe'$blu(hing hues 
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VI. 
Or where by twilight's fofter light, 

The mountain fhadow bends ; 
And fudden calls a partial night, 

As black its form defccnds ; 

VIL 
Where the full ray of noon, alone 

Down the deep valley falls % 
Or, where the fun-beam never (hone 

Between its rifted walls ; 

VIII. 
Where cloudlefs regions calm the foul, 

Bid mortal cares be ftill $ *; 

Can paffion's wayward wifli controu), 

And re&ify the will $ 

IX. 
Where midft fome vaft expanfe, the mind 

Which fwelling virtue fires, 
Forgets that earth it leaves behind, 

And to its heaven afpires ; 

X. 

Where far along the defart-fphere 

Refounds no creature's call i 
And undifturbing mortal ear, 

The Avalanches fell ; 

Vol.. II. C XL 
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XL 
Where, rufliing from their fitowy fource, - r 3 

The daring torrents ttrge^ : f i* 

, Their loud-toned waters headlong courfe, A 

And lift their feathered £irgej 

XII. 

Where fwift the fines ofiight, irid ftiade, 
Flit o'er the lucid lake, • '"'* 

Or the flirill winds ks brefcft invade, ' > 

And its greeft billows wake ; 

XIII;' 

Where on the flope, with fpeckted dye, 

The pigmy herds I fcan, 
Or foothed the fcattered tbaleh fpy, 
" The laft abodes of man y . ^ 

XIV. 

Or, where the flocks refiife to pafe, ; - 

And the lone peafent mows, 
Fixed on his knees, the pendant £rafs, 

Which down the fteep he throws 5 

XV. 

Or where the dangerous v path way leads - 
High o'er the gulph profound ; : 

From whence the flinnking eye recedes, 
Nor finds repofe around $ 



XVt 
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XVI. 
Where red the mountain-afh reclines 

Along the clefted rock j 
Where firm, the dark unbending pines 

The howling tempefts mock ; - 

XVII. 
Where, level with the ice-ribbM bound, . . T 1 

The yellow harvefts glow \ 
Or vales with purple vines are crowed- t 

Beneath impending fhow - 9 

XVIII. 

Where the rich minerals catch the ray 

With varying luftre bright, 
And glittering fragments ftrew the way, 

With fparks of liquid light ; . 

XIX. 

Or, where the mofs forbears to creep, 

Where loftier jummits rear 
Their untrod fnows, and frozen. fleep [ 

Locks all th* uncoloured year ; 

XX. 

In every fcene, where every hour 

Sheds fome terrific grace, 
In nature's vaft, overwhelming power, 

THSE, THEE., my GOD, I trace ! 

C 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXUI, 

Source of the Rhine .—-Valley of the Rhine.— -Splugen.~~ 
Valley of Schams.-^Via Mala, 

BEFORE we bid adieu to the Alpine 

regions, we went up the valley to vifit 

the fpot from whence the Rhine draws its 

firft and principal fourcfe, at the foot of 

the Glacier; which we had viflted the 

preceding day, but fome miles nearer the 

mafs of mountains of which that Glacier 

is a branch. There are three fpurces to 

this celebrated river 5 one, called the 

Lower Rhine, rifes from that part of the 

mountain of St. Gothard which ftretches 

behind the valley of Urfcren, and flows 

along the Grifon valley of Tavelfch : the 

middle fource fprings from the weftern 

» 
extremity of the Glacier of the Vogels- 

berg, and flowing through the valley of 

Medels, joins the former, at the diftance 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 21 

of Tome leagues, near the Abbey of 
Difentis; the Higher Rhine, which is 
faid to have been the only branch known 
to the Antients, proceeding from the mafs 
of mountains formerly called the Adula, 
runs from the eaftern extremity of the 
Vogelfberg, or Bird-mountain, below the 
point called the Mofchelhorii ; and there, 
it is faid, was built a temple confecrated 
to the guardian gpd of the ftream, whofe 
tranquil (lumbers Boileau defcribes in one 
of his epiftle^: , ' . . 

M Au pied dii Mont Adule, entre mille rofeaux, 
M I#e Rhin, trartquille jet fier du progres de fes eaux, 
<f Appuye d'une main for foit urne penchante, 
M Dormoit au bryit de fon onde naiflante." 

Whether Boileau took part of his de* 
fcription from the ftatue of this ri verged 
in the Tuilleries, or, what is more pro- 
bable, the Sculptor borrowed the idea pf 
his ftatue from the Poet, the place itfelf is 
not Unworthy of the divinity. 

. CS ' , We 
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Wc were now at the fouree of that 
river whofe gentle current had heretofore 
glided from ' l its tranquil arid folitary 
abode, to witnefs the fcenes of carnage 
with which the ambition of monarchs has 
fo often crimfoned its waters, but which 
then heard the fongs of republican 
triumph, refounding along its diftant 
banks. Happily thefe banks re-echo no 
longer the din of war, or the Ihout of 
vi&ory; the thunder of the confederated 
powers on the continent t>f Europe, 
againft the liberties of France, is hufhed-; 
and the fate of this confederacy, like 
that of Roman greatnefs, fo elegantly de- 
fcribed by Montefquieu, may be com- 
pared to the couffe of this river, which, 
fwollen by auxiliary ftreams tq % tre- 
mendous flood, finks at length, a fedgy 
rivulet, into the boundlefs ocean.— Alas l. 
fo Jong has the iron ftorm of war raged 
around us, that the ear is become fa- 
miliarized 
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initialized to its fcmrids, atld the heart is - 
grown Callous to its defolation 1 While 
the reft *>f Europe is fefely (hehered from 
its *fwry f Why afe:t#o nations,. formed fo» 
mutual efteem and idmiiation* ftiH fated 
to brave its horrors, and remain the only 
votaries at its tiiihaltowed flirine? Ah* 
when will Peace,, with all her meek-eyed 
beamy train, with all her blefied attri- 
butes, re^yifit the earth, and bfc$in, JQfoce 
more, her holy, her anftverfrl cmpifle I 

-" Thfe valley, of the Rhira^ Which is ten 
miles in lengthy frofca the foot of St* Ber* 
iwnditt te Splogen* Isl too lofty for any 
©ther ciilti-vation than that 6f pofhirage i 
on 6at fide, the rocks bang .over the river 
clothed with Woods; an the jothetf, th0 
hiWs rofe if* fucoefsfoe lawns to the 
Glac&rs j and no fcened aniidff the niouiH 
taihs We had traverfed had presented a 
feries of obje&s more mildly pi&urefque, 
C4? At 
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At Splugen this character of foft arid 
placid beauty changes again to the wild 
and the majeftic. This town is the prin- 
cipal depot of merchandize that partes 
from Germany, and the Grifons, into 
Italy ; and is the place where the roads 
divide that lead to the Valteline, and the 
Swifs Italian Bailliwicks. 

At a little diftance from Splugen, the 
piny forefts which cover the mountains 
x along the ftiadowy way, and climb up 
the lofty fleeps, dark, wild, and impene- 
trable, are half-leafiefs, and withered on 
the higheft peaks ; as if vegetation had 
been worfted in. .ftruggling with nature 
for exiftence. Hfere the Rhine, which 
had hitherto rolled foinetimes a placid, 
and always an even current, begins fiftft 
to difplay its bold and daring cjiata&er; 
its waters now fall in one broad ejtpanfe 
oyer. the ledge of rocks that crofs the 

ftream, 
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fixeam, down into the gnlph ; then* re- 
bounding from the abyfs, glide fwift as 
light through the (freights of granite that 
open to admit their pafiage, or, where 
the rocks oppofe their Way, lift high 
their feathery furges, of which the great 
mafs fall foaming into the depths be- 
neath, and the reft are loft in air* 

As we defcended the m mountains into 
the valley of Schams, the favage per- 
spective of the forefts foftened into grace- 
ful fcenery. Trees of milder climes di- 
versify the profpeA, among which tha 
mountain-afh reddens {he rocks, over 
which it throws its beautiful clufters of 
berries in Javifh profufion. The valley of 
Schams, along which the Rhine winds, 
a flow and gentle ftream, aipidft a num- 
ber of fcattered villages, and; hamlets, 
abodes of tranquil exiftence, prefents a 
foft repofing landfcape, peculiarly footh- 

ing 
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ing to the traveller, among the Alps, and 
which unfolds itfelf* from the midway of 
a folitary mountain/ with its wild ac* 
Gompanytoent of the ddfhiiig torrelit* * 

At one o£ thofe villages where we 
paffed a day* we cOnfidered ourfelves at 
fortunate in finding a perfon by whom 
we were underftood ; fince the language 
of this country is not Italian, like that of 
the Valley of the Rhine, but a compofitiort 
of all the languages tinder heaven ; as if 
the emigrants frofti the tower of Bdbel had 
formed their chief colony in this pleafant 
fpot, and in procefs of time had amal- 
gamated the confufion of tongues into 
the jargon called the Romanfh.- In this 
wild arid uncouth aflemblage of words, 
feverat books are written ; among which 
we found, In the library of the good old 
landlady of a village-inn, an huge filver- 
dafped^ and ftrongly brafs-bound Bibley 
w printed 
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printed' id this dialed and dedicated to 
George the Firft. We were dlfo fhewn a 
volume of hymns, fome of which were 
translated to me, and wfere not unpleating 
fpecimens 6f mountain-f>oetry, applied 16 
Alpine images and objects ; cihiefly thofe 
of the vegetable, and flowery world, fucK 
as the mduntain-afh, the myrtfe, the? 
harebdl, and the (heltering pine. - 

Tiie 1 irih&bitants of this valley,- and of 
that <*f 'the Rhine* are Proteftaiits. Iri 
the middle of the fifteenth century they 
wfere-inider the dominions of Noble*, and 
Bifhops, of whom thdy purchafed their 
freedofn, and havp fince made a part of 
the Grifon government., 

In this valley we were nearly on a 
level with the reft of the worfct ; but iii 
order to efcape entirely from this 'Wilder* 
nefs of Alps, we had another mountain 

*-...- w expe- 
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expedition to make, Which , if we had 
judged from the name it bears, was more 
perilous than all the pad. Why the in- 
habitants of this country have given the 
name of Via Mala to the beft road among 
the mountains of Switzerland, it is fome- 
what difficult to conjedlure ; perhaps in- 
deed it might once have deferved this 
epithet, and, like other bad reputations, is 
ftill fufpedted, though its character is re- 
formed. We believed' that w& had al- 
ready, during our Alpine journey, ex* 
haufted every pofsible afpe& of mountain 
fcenery, and that what remained, how- 
ever pregnant with the varying images of 
beauty, or the rugged forms of horror, 
could offer only the repetition of pre- 
ceding wonders; we found, however, as 
we journeyed along the Via Mala, new 
reafons to paufe, and new objects to 
admire. 

After 
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After crofsing the Rhine, which we 
rejoined at our entrance on this road, we 
loft at once all view of the fair and ampfe 
valley, and found Ourfelves immured be^ 
tween pine-covered rocks of enormous 
height, while, in proportion to their per* 
pendicular and ftupendous elevation, the 
river defcends into gulphs equally pro- 
found. Between thefe tremendous pre- 
cipices an excellent road is formed along 
the fide of the mountaip, which; we 
paffed in fuch perfect fecurity as left us 
full leifure tp contemplate thofe mighty 
cliffs above, 

♦:,....»•—••......" Whofe higheft woods, Impenetrable 

** To ftar, or fun-light, fpread their umbrage broad 

* 4 And brown as evening f* 

Milton* ' 

while we liflened to the roarings of tht 
ingulphed waters rifmg troublous from 
the chafm in which the river had made 
its channel. After proceeding two or 

three 
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threii miles aloftg thefe pre«pipe$*\we 
taught a glimpfe *£ a bridge which hung 
lig^it in air over , the abyfs, ; and feemed 
mart t<^ deferve the. reputation of having 
been reared by.fupernattiral agency th*9 
any; on which we.JwLyefc gated, . 

c We paufed a confiderable time cm fkh 
bridge, that we might fix the.fcene ift 
pur remembrance ; oft that fide of the 
mountain along which the road w$ had 
palled was fufpended, role a majeftic 
fwell of pine-covfcred fteeps ; on the fide 
where, we now crofled, the rock ftood 
abruptly perpendicular, leaving juft fpace 
enough for the paifage, part of which, 
was excavated from the cliff that im-v 
pended beyond our darkened path, over 
the gulph. The Rhine, which had 
hitherto rolled its ample volume, in- 
creased by torrents, and by the fix rivers 
from which the valley it had left takes 

its 
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k& Roman pwft now? flirtm^ *>a thef eye 
£»m theidiftan^ fLtwjhiefe weighed* 
ifitd a fmall rivulet,; labouring at the 
depth of many hundred, feet %ejie*tH -tUft 
bridge,, foaming dark between the narrow 
clefts, fometimes ftruggling with the 
rocks for day, and fometimes entirely hid 
by their foldings from our view. 

After pafsing fome hours of contempla- 
tion amidfi thefe fcenes, where luxuriant 
vegetation fpreads her flowing veil over 
the 'item brow of terrific 1 wiidnefs, we 
bade adieu to the withdrawing Rhine, 
which, after mounting a hill that brought 
us to a village on its fummit, we again 
beheld In the diftance, transformed into a 
placid expanfive river. Defcendirig into 
the valley, we reached Tufi-f, the capital 
of one of the high jurifdi&ions of the 
CJrifon-Leagae. This town, according* to 
the etytptflogifts, was originally Tuican* 

4* which 
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which they prove in a very fatlsfa6toiy* 
manner, from the name Tufis, Tufan, 
with fifty more derivations, till they 
arrive at Tufcana. 

The road from Tufis to Coire lies along 
z finely cultivated plain, with a foft 
boundary of doping hills, clothed with 
frefh verdure, and woods of thick foliage, 
and fcattered over with villages, and 
country feats ; the Rhine glides tran~ 
cpilly along the valley, and far above its 
psfftoral banks* Glaciers, mingling with 
clouds, form a diftant horizon* There 
was fomething delicioufly foothing in 
this ftill, quiet lai^dfcape, contrafted with 
the favage chaos of Alpine fcenery ; it 
was like reading Thompson's Autumn, or 
Gray's Elegy, after Milton's battle of the 
Angels. 

We paffed the beautiful and picfturefque 
mountain of Heigenberg, which ftretches 

fix 
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iix miles along the plain, is well peopled 
with villages* and efteemcd the moft fer* 
tile fpot in the Grifon dominions. 

At Rechinau, the refidence of the fm* 
perial Envoy to the Grifons, the two 
dreams of the Rhine form their junction ; 
and they could not have chofen through- 
out the country a fpot more delightful 
for the friendly meeting that was now to 
laft the remainder of their courfe. The 
principal branch was that which we had 
accompanied from its fpring; the other 
flows along the valley of Sopra Silvas, or 
the valley above the woods, which is the 
.moft populous part of the Grifon-League, 
of which Flantz is the principal town, IT 
and the place where the General Diet 
of the three Leagues aflembles every 
three years. This valley is divided from 
the Canton of Glarus by high mountains 
and Glaciers, which form, as ufual, a 
magnificent back-ground to the paftoral 

Vol. II. D country 
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country beneath, and is feparated at its 
clofe, by a part of St. Gothard, from the 
valley of Urfcren. Over the two branches 
of the Rhine, juft above the confluence 
of their ftream?, two bridges are built on 
the fame plan as that of SchafFhaufen. 
Thefe bridges, we were told, are much 
admired fdr their architecture, and wh&t 
is- termed a fublime fimplicity of con* 
ftru6tion ; they may perhaps deferve 
praife on account of their (lability; but 
furely nothing can be more offenfive to 
the eye than thofe huge mafles, covered 
with wood, heavy, and mifhapen from 
without ; difmal, and dark within ; fuch, 
in my ignorance of mechanics, ap- 
peared to me thofe bridges which are 
~ere6ted over the rivers of Switzerland in 
the flat country ; and the only archi- 
tecture of that kind which I thought ad- 
mirable, were the performances of the 
Devil over the abyfles of St. Gothard, 

arid 
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and the tremendous chafms of the Via 
Mala. 

The Rhine at its confluence, becomes 
an important river, and flows through the 
valley with calft^ majeflic pace, under 
rocks and wooded hills, which in other 
countries would be refpe6table mountains, 
but which fhrink into insignificance be- 
fore the eye that has long been fixed on 
the gigantic Alps. We parted fome miles 
through a piny foreft, and at length, from 
the pafioral valley of Rechinau, beheld 
the antique towers of Coire, fifing ma- 
jeftically from the deep bofom of en- 
circling mountains, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Coire.-— Sketch of Government in the Grifons*— Revolt 
, of the Valteline. — Reunion to the Cif alpine Republic. 

A HE national convention of the Grifons 
had fufpended their fittings two or three 
weeks before our arrival at Coire. As 
revolutions were abroad in the earth, it 
was not extraordinary that fome efforts 
Were made to reform an opprefsive go- 
vernment, when the means being com- 
pletely in the power of the opprefled, 
the execution was neither difficult or 
dangerous. The changes that had taken 
place, however, we were informed by 
fome perfons at Coire, did not merit 
the name of a revolution ; that what 
had palled was little more than a ftrug- 
gle for power, and that the only fer- 
vice rendered to the country, was the 

cor* 
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corre<5tion of a few avaricious indivi- 
duals of credit and influence, by fines 
and forfeits, without any reformation of: 
the principles on which they had a6ted/: 
and in which it was probable they wouldr 
be imitated by their fucceflbrs. 

The government of this country is 
democratic, that is a Swifs democracy,/ 
Vhere, under the name, of liberty, the 
greateft outrages are committed againft , 
the principle. How, or when the Grifons I 
jfirft ftiook off the yoke of their former 
governors, is not well known ; but the 
union of the three leagues, of which 
the Grifon government is compofed, took 
place in the beginning of the fixteenth 
century. The point of contact between 
the thoufand and one republics of this 
country, for every community is a fe* 
par^te ftate, and has a different form of 
government, is a general diet of their 

: D 3 chiefs, 
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chiefs, held once a year in the capital 
of one of the three leagues ; which diet 
is formed . of fixty-three deputies, fent 
from the various communities in propor* 
tion to their extent or influence* 

A disjointed government like this, muft 
tiecefiarily be fubje6t to the influence of 
political intrigue. The deputy named t6 
the diet by a Sovereign peafant of four* 
teen years of age, or in the dire6t and 
unqualified manner in which he i$ 
elected by the fovereign fathers, is moft 
commonly either a npify intriguer, 
whofe pretentions have abafhed the 
man of modeft merit, or what is more 
likely to happen, the wealthy Lard who 
has corrupted his conftituents ; bribing 
being a pra6lice universally admitted 
amongft the rights of the people iq 
Swifs democracies, , •*:.,* 
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s Thus, by intrigue and qorruption thcfe 
democracies beqome not ariftocraciqs, 
compofed of citizens fkilled in legifla- 
tion, and endpwed with principles that 
tend to the amelioration of fociety, 
but oligarchies framed of individuals 
who confider the rights of the people 
as their owp privileges, #pd who en- 
courage thofe yi(?es in the community 
by which they increafe their revenues, 
inftead of checking them by wife re^ 
gulations, ' and felutary laws. 

Thefe evils would probably have been 
longer borne without remonftrance, had 
not the imprudent excefs of avarice in 
the governors at length awakened the 
refentment of the plundered. In former 
times* the cupidity of the magistrate 
had been checked by the fear of the 
fummary punishment of the Strafgericht^ 
a kind of ftar-chamber,. where not only 
D 4 the 
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the guilt of the rich man was fure 
to meet with expiation, but where even 
wealthy innocence wa* infecure ; fince 
the Radamanthus of this inexorable tri- 
bunal were fharers in the arbitrary pe- 
nalties they impofed* 

The afcendency of the 6pulent citi- 
zens in the affairs of government has 
long fince brought this tribunal into 
difufe. It was, indeed, often made the 
inftrument of private hatred, and fac* 
tious vengeance ; but as it was alfo a 
terror to evil doers, anfwered fame 
of the purpofes for which it was in-* 
tended, Since its abolition, fays a wri* 
ter on this fubje$, " the chiefs make 
treaties with foreign powers without the 
.confent of their constituents, and fell 
juftice by au&ion, and ruin thofe whom 
they fufpe6l to have interefts hoftile 
to their own." This accyfation was 

*nade> 
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made againft the fathers of the laft ge- 
neration* and it is to be lamented, that 
their fens not having the fear of the 
ftar-chsmber before their eyes, or the 
love of any thing but money in their 
hearts, have left this fatal propenfity to 
their children, the Grifon governors of 
the prefent day* > 

Over this community ignorance bolds 
its* leaden fceptre, not the ignorance of 
Simplicity, arifing from the want of 
communication with the world, but 
from a ftate of focial degradation. In 
vain fome Eurylochus, who had efcaped 
the contagion, endeavoured to reclaim 
his countrymen by introducing amongft 
them thofe arts which foften our man- 
ners, and exalt our nature, inftituting 
a college for the inftru&ion of youth 
at a confiderable expence; the gene- 
rous attempt failed, after a trial of 

fame 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



4* A VIEW OF THE l>fcESENT 

fonje years, and the day bf reformation 
and knowledge wa& deferred to a more 
convenient feafon. In the -mean time; 
the places of authority- are bcftowed oa 
'the higheft bidder^ the judges - divide 
atnongft them the monies extorted from 
the tortured prifoner ; in fome diftri^ls 
the trials of criminals are jddJy& bf fefti- 
vals to th§ judgea, at the expence of 
the wretches they condemn ; and; crimes 
over which a regard to public .morals 
fliould throw a veil, are made - to 
flaunt in the face of day, in order that 
the number of convicts \ may fweli the 
purfe of the ttibwiaL r ;: ; 

-> The moral and political vices of thefe 
democracies can furnifh no arguments 
againft governments founded on the 
rights of the people ; fince the g.bufe of 
principles can never deftroy the force 
of the principle itfelf. -It would be 

in^ 
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inconclusive reafojaing to ^flfert that be- 
caufe the democracies of Uri an 4 thc : 
Grifons are defpotic, and corrupt, the 
reprefentaiilp government of France, ^or 
any r .other representative' government, -muft 
necefTarily be infected with fimilar vices* 
We might with the fame truth aflert* 
that becaufe ; the republics of Greece 
and Rome, but half known to freedom* 
were fometime's dlfturbed by - fa#ion* 
liberty was therefore not made for man; 
although, perhaps, ignorant of its true 
principle?, one of thefe republics fub- 
dued the world by its valour, and th$ 
other { dignified it with fill that is great 
in literature? and the arts. 

Liks the democracies, and other free 
itates of Switzerland* the democracy of 
the Gjrifojjs bad its ultramontane terri- 
tories, and, its fubjefts, its prqconfufc, 
Conquered provinces, tributes, homages, 
2 ' ■ . ■ and 
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and other diftinguifhed marks of abfo- 
lute fovereignty* 

The Valteline, comprehending the pro* 
vinces of Bormio, and Chiaveniia, novsr 
forming part of the Cifalpine republic, 
were, at the time of our vifit to the 
Grifons, a dependency of that govern- 
ment. The country of the Valteline is 
feparated from the Grifons on the north, 
and from the ftates of Venice on the 
eaft, and the fouth, by Alpine 'moun- 
tains and Glaciers, and is open on the 
weft to the plains of Milan ; from which 
government it was difmembered in the 
beginning of the fixteenth century, when 
the Grifons and the bifhop of Coire, 
the laft of whom had pretentions in 
right of fome frivolous donation, and 
the former repofing their pretentions on 
thofe of their bifhop, drove out the 

French, 
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French, and became the legitimate pof- 
feflbrs. 



The hiflory of this country is little 
more than a difplay of the worft paf- 
fions of mankind. The bifliop was difr 
poflefled of his fhare of the fovereignty 
foon after the conqueft. In the begin- 
ning of the feventeenth century, the in- 
habitants flung to madnefs by the terri- 
ble opprefsion of their matters, who 
attempted amongft other a6ls of ty- 
ranny, to introduce by force the re- 
formation which they had themfelves 
embraced, committed a general maflacre 
of fuch of their oppreflbrs as were in 
their power, threw off their yoke, and 
placed themfelves under, the prote<5lion 
of the king of Spain. 

By the aid of the Swifs protectant 

Cantons, and of France, during the ad- 

. t miniftra- 
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miniftration 6f Richlieu, the Grifons 
became again mafters of thefe provinces* 
but with powers more limited. Discon- 
tented at the privileges granted td their 
fubje<5ts by the ftipulation^ \Vhich they 
were compelled t6 make with the Freiich : , 
and which they confidered as deroga- 
tory to their fovereign dignity, the 
Griibns fought the aid of their former 
enemies, the Spaniards, who not only 
afsifted them in expelling the French 
from the Valteline, but delivered up 
this unfortunate people whom they had 
foitie years before taken under their 
protection, after having excited them t6 
revolt, into the hands of their ancient 
oppreflbrs, under Xvhofe dominion they 
have remained till the late epocha of 
their hiftory. } 

All that is vicious in the principle 
ot Swifs ultratnotrtane" government, ^vas 

reduced 
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reduced to rigorous practice , by the 
Grifons in the Valteline. The wretched 
inhabitants were not only robjbed with 
impunity by codeftas and bailiffs, who //v 
had previoufly purchafed the right of 
plunder from_ their co-fovereigns the 
Grifons, from whom colle&ively they 
held their authority ; but the hiftory 
of the fhamelefs manner in which that 
power was adminiftered, is too difgtift- 
ing for detail. 

Although the inhabitants of the Valte- 
line have been compelled to fubmit by 
force to this coarfe tyranny, their fpirit 
has never been fubdued* The indigo 
nation which has led them at the pre- 
fent moment to fhake off the yoke 
of their tyrants, they have inherited 
in long fuccefsion from their fore^fathert, 
of whofe contempt of the Grifons thfe 
Puke of Rohan treats in his Memoirs 

on 
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on the Valteline war ; where, though 
an ally of thefe democracies, he af- 
ferts, that " their deplorable corruption 
is become an incurable evil, proceeding 
from the nature of the people who 
have raked together all the vices of 
Europe without collecting a fingle vir- 
tue." 

The day of deliverance for thefe op- 
pre/Ted fubjedts of the Grifon democra- 
cies was, however, drawing nigh. The 
ihouts of liberty that filled the plains 
of Lombardy, re-echoed amidft their 
rocks, and roufed into a noble and ge- 
nerous flame the fmothered indignation 
which power had fo long comprefied. 
Placed near the fpot where waved the 
banners of the French Republic, the 
Valtelines were not again compelled 
to break their chains on the heads of 
their oppreffors, or feek refuge from their 

flavery 
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ilavery as heretofore, in the arms of 
defpotifm. The will to be free was now 
become the only price of freedom; 
and the fecurity of their independence 
no more repofes on the caprice of 
princes, who might again betray them, 
a$ they have already been betrayed, 
but is founded on thofe great and eter- 
nal principles, the imprescriptible rights 
of mankind, which no fophiftry can 
controvert, and which no power can 
deftroy. 



Vol. II. E CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Grifon Modi of negotiating.— Deputation to Buonaparfa— 
Bwnafarte. 

X HE late infurre&ion of thefe j#o- 
vinces, was not an ordinary revolt 
foch as had been often excited in thefe 
f ubje£t States, and which the power * of 
the fovereign aided by that of the Can- 
toris always confederated to cruflfr re- 
bellions, had till now been able te 
fubdue. The prefence of French armies* 
and the eftabliftiment of a new republic 
in the neighbourhood, were circumftances 
that wore fo formidable an afpeft, that 
an alliance of the Cantons in the pre- 
sent inftance was judged inexpedi- 
ent, and the Grifons were left to ar- 
range their own concerns with their re- 
volted fubje6ts. The Grifons were not 
inclined to try the fate of arms, but 

fatisfied 
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Satisfied themfeives with requefting the 
mediation of the French Republic to 
bring back their rebellious children to 
their duty. This mediation was accepted 
by the revolted provinces, and it was 
agreed that deputations fliould be fent 
by both parties to Milan, where the 
French General ihould hear and decide 
between them. The fubjeds fent their 
deputies immediately, and frequent mef- 
foges Were difpatched to the Grifons, to 
requeft the prefence alfo of their am* 
baflador. Some time elapfed, and no 
ambaflador appearing, the French Gene- 
ral by means of the envoy of the 
Republic at Coire, who had often urged 
the Grifons to fulfil the engagement 
they had made of accepting this me- 
diation, informed them that the fatal 
term was fixed at a month from the 
difpateh of the meflage. The Grifons 
continued to keep a profound filence, 
E2 - jio 
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no anfwer was returned, and no depu- 
ties were fent. The French General 
therefore undertook, with the help of 
the Cifalpine Republic, to fettle the bu- 
fmefs without their interpofition ; and 
after recapitulating the caufes of the 
difcontent of the goyerned, and the re- 
fufal of the governors to abide by their 
own engagements, after decreeing that 
* 4 no people can be the fubje6ts of 
another people, without violating the 
principles of public and natural right, 
and that the provinces were diflfolved 
from every kind of allegiance, declared 
the people of the Valteline, Chiavenna, 
and Bormio, a free and independent 
nation, and accepted the re-union which 
they folicited to the Cifalpine Repub- 
lic." 

The Grifon governors, when they faw 
pf how little avail had been their dig- 
nified 
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nified filence, began" to \ reproach each 
other bitterly for their conduct The 
people themfelves gave louder tokens of 
their difcontent. Deputies from various 
communes haftened to Coire,< and de- 
manded the convocation of a general 
diet, the difmifsion of the Congrefs, 
the renewal of their friendship with 
France, and the admifsion of the Valte- 
line to a part of their* ifovereignty, 
Thefe demands were fubmitfed by the 
Congrefs to all the communes of; the 
three leagues; their deputies affembled, 
and after having .depofed : and arretted 
the three chiefs, and the Whole of ths 
members of the filent coiigi;efe, and 
appointed a commifsion of thirty to 
reform > abufes and complete the re- 
volution, decreed that ambafladors ihould 
be fent to demand a revifion of the fen* 
tence pafled againft them, to offer ex- 
cufe$ for the want of refpe<5fc in their 
E 3 go- 



Digitized 



by Google 



5* A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

government, and to give every kind 6f 
fetisfa6tj©n to Buonaparte. 

Buonaparte ! — the reflecting mind when 
it looks back through paft ages, fighs 
with regret while it difcerns how enor- 
mous is the lift of the deftroyers of their 
race* which hiftory prefents under the 
name of heroes ; and haw fmall the 
proportional number of divine original, 
who havfe blefled or amended mankind*. 
Surely 1 foem :fome ftrange delufion in 
our nature does it arife, that the ftrongeft 
pafsions \fchich have agitated the human 
breaft are thofe of loOfe and frantic 
ambition^ delighted in m&kirtg the world 
gfoan uriden its chains; or of profligate 
glory y .iquenqhing its infatiate thirft at 
{Ke torrerit of tears whjch it forces hu-r 
manity toftied* The leflpnfe of temper* 

f And *U of God who blefs mankind, or mend." 

f ' ' Pope. 

ance 
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Mite with which: /ages hav6 interpofed 
(to calm the fury, or, moderate the rage 
tff the» conqpueror, have funk under the 
^jehius of N the poet ; who, with confede- 
rated frenzy, fcas goaded on to new crimes, 
by ftringing to hi& immortal . lyre the 
praifes of heroes' who were paft, and 
extolling with frantic rapture thjofe bril- 
liant actions which fhrink from the teft 
oi moral fcrutiny; 

*i • > 

Happily a ftew aera opens tx> the world ; 
the maddening charm of the poet is at 
•length diflblved by the mild wand of 
philofophy, and the heroes meed arifes 
from other exploits than thofe of mul* 
titudes deftroyed, and provinces defolated. 
It is not Buonaparte fcaling the Alps^ . 
and chafing the imperial eagle back to 
its haunts, after tearing from its beak 
its choiceft prey, that claims the tranf* 
port of admiration; his ads of valour 
E 4 m,ay 
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may have been unequalled; the heroes 
of ancient and modern times may fink 
before him; u his penetrating mind," to 
ufe the animated language of the itates* 
man, " may matter fortune an<$ enchain 
futurity ; his commanding genius may 
be unrivalled as his courage;" but thefe 
are not his loftieft honours; thefe are 
tidt his proudeft claims to glory; whaft 
fwells the heart with reverence, fe not 
the hero Handing in the breach, it is 
the benefa&or of his race converting the 
deftru&ive lightening of the conqueror's 
fword into the benignant rays of free- 
dom, and prefenting to vanquifhed na- 
tions the emblems of liberty and inde- 
pendence entwined with the olive of ' 
peace. 

This is, indeed, a novelty of greats 
nefe; thefe are unparalleled ads- of puro 
expanfive beneficence ; nor do we won- 
der 
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der to find aflociated with fuch a mind, 
" that diftinguiihed Simplicity of tafte, 
that Jove of abfiraft fciehce, that pro- 
found contempt for luxury and fplen- 
dor, the attributes of common foub;" 
and, what excites in my heart, fonie 
emotion of national pride, " that fympa- 
thy with the elevated fentimentis, the 
pathetic fublimity of Ofsian ; Ofsian, 
the companion of his folitary hours, 
who feems to raife him above this 
terrcftrial region/' 

" The glory of Buonaparte," 4 fays 
the eloquent minifter, " belongs 'to the 
revolution, to his valorous foldiers, to 
France." The glory of Buonaparte 
foars beyond thefe limits, however en- 
larged, or extended; he belongs not 
exclufively to France, or her revolu- 
tion; like Homer, or Newton, Buona- 
parte belongs to the world. 

CHAP, 
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c ; r chap. XXVI. 7" 1 

e .-..-; +<j '■ . ■ •-.; . _ : j •':.. . . ', • 
Baths xf Pffyffer.—Sargam. — Wallenflad.—*Vitwi of 
the Zate.—yourney over the Mountains .-—Mountain 
■ Phpnomnh. m ;. ■:. " • *;tj .: >^ . ": . 

HE road from Coire lies ajong the 
banks of the" Rhine, through an ample 
vaNey, bounded by mountains which ftill 
retain fome features of the. favage Alpine 
character. The landfcape foftened }ts 
rueged brow as we advanced through 
paftoral meadows to Mayenfiefd, which 
we went out of our road to vifit. This 
town is the boundary of the ; Orifon 
jgbyerpment, and, from fbme peculiarity 
in the priginal qontradt of union, is at 
once fubje6t to the Grifon , league, ancj 
co-fovereign. Returning back toward^ 
Coire, we crof|ed . a bridge over th^ 
Rhine, and followed the road leading to 
Ragatz, and the baths of PffyfFer. Thefe 
baths are reforted to by the fick, for the 
9ure of various maladies; and to the 

lovers 
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lovers of nature in her moft romantw 
garb, no residence can be more delightful 
than the habitation which is built for the 
reception: of vifitors. The water is t5Dn- 
dudted to this dwelfin^f by pipes; the 
place where it takes itefpurce, and. where 
with great inconvenience, and even 4odh 
ger, the fick were formerly compelled $0 
defcend, being now vifited only by thofc 
who are curious to fee a gulph which 
conveys an image of the more tremendous 
abyffes of the Alps. 

The Abbey of PffyfFer is fituated on 
the hill rifing from the Rhine, and com* 
mands a magnificent view over the 
country beneath. The Abbot is Prince of 
the Empire, and Seigneur, not only of 
the baths, which are greatly indebted to 
his munificence and that of his prede- 
ceffors, but alfo of all the country around. 
The Abbey k of the order of St. Benedict, 
4 and 
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and dates its origin from the eighth: 
century. 

- From Ragatz we journied on to Sar- 
gans, a Bailliwick belonging to the eight 
original Cantons, who each in their turn 
fend a Bailiff, whofe office lafts two years. 
The town is fituated on a gentle afcent, 
beneath the lofty Schalberb, which forms 
a chain of the mountains of Appenzell. 
The caftle, which was the conftant re- 
fidence of the Counts of Sargans, is feated 
on a rock that overlooks the town, and 
prefents a pi<5iurefque appearance from 
the roatl. The inhabitants are of the 
mixt religion, and have fome fort of pri- 
vilege in the election of their magiftrates 
under the infpe6tion of the Bailiff. 

The town of Wallenftadt, fubjedl to 
the eight Cantons, and comprehended in 
the Bailliwick of Sargans, is fituated at 

the 
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the head of the lake which bears its 
name, and is one of the principal dep6ts 
of merchandize pafsing between the Gri- 
fons and Switzerland. As almoft thq 
whole of this region is fubje6t-country, 
there is little diversity in their forms of 
government : fome have more privileges 
than others ; but all are fubje6t to the 
fovereign will of the free Cantons, and 
of the Bailiffs, their legitimate repre- 
sentatives. 

The weather was remarkably fine when 
we arrived at Wallcnftadt, although the 
rain which had fallen during the night, 
had fpread over the mountains a thin/ 
covering of fnow. We concluded that in 
two or three hours we fhould be tranf- 
ported down the lake to Wefen, as we 
came in time to take advantage of the 
cafterly wind which we were told blows 
in that dire&ion the firft half of the 

day. 
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day* The morning of our arrival was* 
however, an exception to the general 
rule, and the wind blew obftinately front 
the weft* The boatmen feerned dif- 
inelined to vsntufe; and the mafter of 
the inn fupporting their representations* 
we discontinued our instances; and, fear* 
ing the wind might remain in the feme 
humour the next day, and the day after, 
determined to render ourfelves independ-* 
erit of its caprice, by travelling. along the 
fouthern fide of the lake, and over the 
mountain, to Glaris. 

The road, we Were affured, was very 
practicable ; and ftich it might be deemed 
by the inhabitants of thofe wild regions, 
and by ourfelves indeed, accuftomed as 
we now were to difficult enterprizes in 
travelling ; but as the common mode of 
transport is by water, no attention wgs 
paid to keep it in repair* In fome placg? 

we 
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we were obliged to defeend Lato the 
lake* in othfers to climb averrocks, trail- 
ing to Ahe prudence and' fkill <*f out 
horfes, rather than to our own judgment. 
But the dangers of the" way were often 
forgotten in admiration of the fcene 
through which it led* 

On the fouthern fide of the like- along 
which we joui-nied, the fweUing hilte arer 
covered > with fine pafturage, &n<£ rb«* 
mantic woods* intqrfpeffed with hamlets 
and cottages up to the lofty fnow-covered 
fteeps that form the mountains of Claris, 
Over the lake on the northern fide, the 
Glattew^nd reared its perpendicular head 
.near two thoufand feet from the water, 
and ptfefenting along its edge £ terrific 
prolongation: oaf inaccefsible rampart, far 
as -the* Amman* from whofe (till loftiei* 
funftmit the Ammenback rolls, ,in majeftic 
tfataraifrs, its* ample volume, whofe fweep- 

ixig 
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ing grandeur arid fefounding foar, though 
foftened in their effect by the diftance, 
fixed us long to the fpot from whence we 
gazed. : . 

After a ride of fome hours, we quitted, 
the lake, and began to afcend the moun- 
tains of Kerenzen. Here the path became 
ftill more dangerous, fometimes leading 
us to ; the very edge of the precipice, 
which hung over the diftaht mafs of 
waters, far beneath, and fometimes being 
{o perpendicularly fteep, that we owed 
bur fafety entirely to the goat-like habits 
of climbing which our horfes had ac- 
quired in their travels over the Alps. 

The Swifs mountains feldom furni/h. 
obje&s of perfpe<5tive ; but the profpe6t 
from Kerenzen left us no regrets for the. 
wefterly wind, or the difficulties of the 
journey. We had now afcended the 
2 moun- 
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mountains of Glaris ; the views we had 
hitherto enjoyed unfolded themfelves in 
more ample extent ; and the enormous 
ridge of rock on the northern fide of the 
lake, fell beneath our eyes, and feemcd 
only to fkirt the waters. In the backr 
ground of the heights on which we ftood, 
the eye ranged over craggy peaks and 
fummits, far as the immenfely diftant 
Alps and Glaciers of the Tyrol. Their 
fnows. were tinged with the purple light 
of the laft beams of the fun, which, en- 
circled by a glorious canopy of clouds, 
was defcending on the lake of Zurich, 
that lay before us in Long perfpecStive, 
blazing like the orb which lent its luftre j 
and when viewed through the telefcope, 
prefenting its ruffled waters, and the 
veflels gliding on their furface, like the 
tremulations on the difk of that luminary, 
and the fpots within its circle. 

Vpl. II. F Ws 
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We had loitered high up the moan* 
Aain, led on by the majeftic fcenery both 
*>f heaven and of earth, when we were in- 
formed by the [knot o£ peafants who had 
irfTembJed around us from the little huts 
in the neighbourhood, and had been 
amufing themfehcs alfo in peeping 00 
cafionally through our glares, that th* 
ilorro was rifing from the lake, and might 
reach us before we defcended to the vil* 
lage where we had left our horfes. We 
could perceive no appearance of this 
threatened temped ; but foon after we 
heard the thunder rolling along the opt 
pofite cliffs, and found that the moun 7 
Itaineers were endowed with clearer per* 
peptions qf difcovery than ourfelves. We 
had not prpceeded far before our own 
mountains became the feat of uproar, and 
fantaftic tortuous threads * of lightning 
twifted themfelves around us, and flafhed 
before pur eyes in forms of endlefs va- 
riety. 
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riety* The peafants having allured me 
tftdt thofe vivid lightnings played harm* 
left in th&t region, we defcended ftill 
further, and had taken leave of our 
guides, as we were now within reach oF 
the village, when we flopped to gaze on 
another phenomenon, -no lefs remarkable 
than the former. This was the flow ap- 
proach of the genius of the florm, in his 
habitation of pitchy darknefs, and which 
appeared as if one of the adjoining moun- 
tains was on its march. This immenfe, 
and apparently ponderous body of clouds, 
moved onwards to a fpot not far diftant 
from us, before we could well appreciate 
its fubftance ; when the moon riflng be- 
hind us fuddeniy, threw her bright beams 
on the vaporous mafs, and prefented to 
our gaze a perfe6l rainbow, chaflened in 
its colours by the foft reflexion of lunar 
light. This mountain of clouds remained 
fixed in its ftation, from the dying away 
- 1 ^ F 2 of 
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of the breeze by which it had been im- 
pelled, till at length it funk into air, and 
no longer chained us to the fpot by the 
ftrong attraction of a new and fublimc 
image of nature. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

Claris.— JntUnt and modern Modes of human Traffic. 
~-Dtmoctathal Governmint.—Defcription of a po- 
pular JffembIy>-~.Religious Tokratw\ 

JLhE next morning We crofTed the 
Walenberg, and defcended into the valley 
of Glaris, through forefts of pine, and 
pafturages, fprinkled over with cattle, the 
road offering at every ftep rich profpe<5ts 
of the lake of Zurich, and the country 
rifing from its banks. In the opening 
of this valley are feated two or three 
pleafant villages, of which Nefels is cele- 
brated for the victory gained over the 
Auftrian army, at the clofe of the four- 
teenth century, when about four hundred 
men, by a Sampfon-like manoeuvre, de- 
feated a numerous hoft, by rolling ftones 
from the mountains, and crufhing the in- 
vaders, who were entangled in the ravins 
F 3 be- 
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beneath. — The towp of Glaris is neatly 
built, and the principal flreet is orna- 
mented with fountains. This indeed is a 
decoration that belongs to molt of the 
towns of Switzerland ; the ftreets are 
ufually purified, and enlivened bjr limped* 
currents, which flow along their fides ; 
and the higheft roads are often cheered 
with the fame lavifti gift of nature. I 
obferved that wherever I wandered in 
Switzerland, on mountain, or in valley, I 
never ceafed to hear the found of waters ; 
the rill, the brook, the lake, the torrent, 
the cafcade, in all their rich variety of 
tones, fometimes foft, fometimes loud, 
ilrike fuccefsively upon the foul, or fill 
up one mighty harmony. The appear- 
ance of Glaris, buried between lofty and 
almoft perpendicular mountains, which 
were covered from the florm of the pre- 
ceding evening with a layer of fnbw, is 
pi&urefque and romantic ; but the city is 

placed 
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pfceed ill the moft incohvenient part of 
the valleys 

We afcended tio farther thatt Glati$ y 
and* were therefore deprived of the gratis 
fiteatidn of feeing thofe parts of the Caa*- 
tbn which are efteemed the moft beauti- 
ful and interefting* Mr. Ramond oh- 
ferves, that this country, fecured by im* 
pregnable mountains, " feems to have 
been deftined by nature for the inviolable 
afylum of liberty.'* The mountains may 
Have been powerful auxiliaries in the 
attainment of liberty i but without the 
unconquerable liiind, the firm purpoffe. 
to be free that firft broke the chains; 
of fervitude, mountains would have* 
proved but feeble ramparts* Thofe rf 
the " iron^ frontier of France" were 
twice found' infecure againft the in- 
vading hofr; and it was;on the plains 
Of Charixpagne, and Fleurus, that the 
F4 Genius 
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Genius of War bent before that of 
Liberty. 

The hiftories of thefe Cantons are 
^nearly the fame ; the fame fovereignty 
and the fame fervitiide. Some of- 'the 
Cantons bore the yoke of Kings, fon>e of 
Nobles ; that of Glaris was under the 
tutorage of the Abbefs and Nuns of 
Seckingen, who transferred their privi* 
leges to the fon of an Emperor. The 
Swifs appear to have been treated with as 
little ceremony in thofe days, as the 
Poles in our own. There is, however, 
one circumftance belonging to this fpe- 
cies of traffic in which the refinement 
of our civilized times claims the pre- 
eminence over the barbarous ages ; the 
rights of mankind were then the only ob- 
je6ls of barter, while one of the moft pro- 
fitable branches of commercial (pecula- 
tion at prefent, is thfefale of the (pedes 

itfelf. 
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itfelf. Xet frQm this mopftrous, this co- 
loflal crime, many of the nations of, 
Europe turn away , abhorrent ; and the 
execrable traffic belongs almoft exclu- 
fively to that defpotic country which firft, 
dlfcovered, and which ftill holds in her 
feeble, but opprefsive grafp, the weftcra 
hcmifphere ; and to that ifland which 
was the birth-place, and the refuge of 
liberty ; but where now, 

" Stern Independence from his glebe retires, 
" And anxious Freedom eyes her drooping fires •, 
<c By foreign wealth are'BritUh iporals chang'd, 
u And Africk's fons, and India's, fmile aveng'd.'* 

Mrs. Barbauld. 

In the middle of the fourteenth century, 
the neighbouring Cantons having driven 
the Auftrians out of their own country, 
rendered the fame fervice to the Canton 
of Glaas; apd the battle of Nefels con- 
firmed the quiet poffefsion. The Govern- 
ment is purely democratical. A Council 

..of 
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x)f Regency, confiding- of forty-three 
members, compofe the executive power, 
of which the officer called the Landam- 
man, is the chief. <The legislative power 
refides in the mafs of the people, above 
tfte : age of fixteen, whp meet in general* 
aflembly, once a year, to propofe laws, or 
fhnftibn regulations provifionally adopted 1 
by the executive power ; to make alli- 
ances, declare war, or peace, and name 
their public officers- Thefe aflemblies 
ar£ held, for the moft part, in the fpring; 
Mr. Ramond gives an interefting ac- 
count of one at which he was prefent 
when the treaty with France was the fubn 
je& of difcufsion. A fail of rain had 
fwelled the torrents, and prevented the 
greater part of the Sovereign people from 
attendingi The Canton, it feems, was di- 
vided into two parties, one of which was* 
^in oppofition to the reigning powersw 
This party, being on the rigfot fide #f the 
2 torrents, 

Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND.- ?5 

torrents, were* for proceeding immediately 
to feufinefs, arid catching thfe favourable 
Opportunity of the fall of -rain which pre-* 
rented the arrival of thfeir pppohents. 
But, after long debate, 'this proposition 
was over-ruled, and the meeting ad- 
journed. 



<4 



During tlie Sunday/ 1 continues Mr. 

Ramondj **■ the Voters came into SchjVan- 

> 

den from all fides ; and the number being 
nearly complete, they aflembled ? the fol- 
lowing day, ,on a meadow of a few acres, 
at the foot of a mountain and near the 
village, where the general aflfembly y$ 
<|*eld. A quadruple row of benches was 
placed, and a circle formed of more than 
three hundred feet ii\ diameter. The ma- 
giftrates, having taken their fjeats in the 
inner part of; the circle, the people, con-» 
filling of -about four thoufand men, all 
armed, feated themfelvfcs on the other 
i ' '.> benches, 
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benches, without diftin&ion, except their 
paftors, who were placed next their ma^ 
giftrates. The Prefident flood leaning otx 
the fword of Liberty, near the centre of 
the circle, with the Secretary, and two 
Serjeants, dreffed in the livery of the 
Canton* The women keep at a diftance ; 
but boys not yet fixteen have a right 
to go within the circle, provided they 
remain feated, . and do not difturb the 
deliberations *." 

" The Aflembly was opened by a dif- 
courfe from the Prefident, who gave an 
account, with noble fimplicity, of the 

* cc The Prefident leans on a long and heavy 
cimeter, being one of thofe which were * formerly- 
employed in driving out the Auftrians. It is without 
ornament, and was the fword of fome valorous pa- 
triot of the fourteenth' century. What a fceptre is 
fach a fword, when it is a Repi^blican who wields 
it!" — M, Ramon p. 

detaib 
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details of his commifsion, and of the 
reafons which had led him to fign the 

treaty He then propofed its ratifica- 

tion, for which the Ambafiador of France 
was waiting at Soleure. An object of 
fuch importance lhould hz decided by 
the majority of voices; but th$ whole 
Aflembly cried out with one voice, that 
it was ufelefs to count them, and that 
if there were a citizen prefent who was 
not a friend to the French, it was better 
he kept himfelf concealed. The ac- 
clamations were redoubled with a trhnf- 
port of which I explained the caufe, and 
not without fome pride to my Englifh 
^companions," 

". This overflowing afFe<Stion might pof- 
fiMy have been founded on honourable 
motives, yet it is difficult to difcover at 
frrft fight, what was the tie of fympathy 

between 
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|>etWfcen the two Governments. Habitual 
tntereottrfe foirtetinfces changes repugn 
jiance into friendship; and it Was per* 
4iaps from thofe habits that the Demo^ 
'fcracy of Glaris, like the other Democrat 
cites of Switzerland* became enamoured 
t©f the^defpotifm of France. But it is 
lingular enough > that when France, hi 
Ijecorhing free, deferred and claimed the 
continuance of this faithful attachment^ 
we then faw no Prefiderit of any Can torn 
of Switeerlahd " leaning oh the fword 
that had heretofore been the inftrument of 
irepelling Auftrians," propofe the renewal 
of a treaty with France; we heard no 
unanimous exclamation, that ." If there 
was a citizen not a friend to the French, 
lie had better keep himfelt concealed ;" 
$ttd, no meflage prdpofed d with! b^irfllf 
#f ; applaufe, to the French j^^b^acter 
^|;;Meure 4 •, jlhefe republican *P e *^ 
;:.;-;;;-~J * France 
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V,fmfje -had driven him, i» the moment 
of her 4iftfef?, to feek jefuge in another 
diilria; 

The popular Aflemblies of the little 
Cantons have excited the enthufiafm of 
generous minds, who fancied that they faw 
in thofe democracies the return of the age 
pf the old Romans, and the .republicans 
of Greece, The elegant writer whom I 
have quoted, admits however, that the 
liiftory of Switzerland fumifhes terrible 
examples of the furious 'pafsions at thofe 
meetings 

We have already mentioned the pro- 
je& of the Oppoiition upon the fwell of 
the torrent. 4i The tumultuous menaces 
and preflure of the turbulent groupe oy 
the Firefident and Council," adds M^ 
jSUmond, u pfefented a fpedacle fright* 
M indeed tp .thofe who 4wd been acr 

cuflomed 
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cufiomed to peaceable aflemblies." Rouf- 
feau had alfo probably overlooked thofe 
inconveniencies of Democracy, when, in 
his Social Contract, he treated reprefenta- 
tive government as a political herefy, and 
became the panegyrift of thofe lefler 
tyrannies, from difguft, no doubt, at the 
monotonous opprefsion of defpotic go- 
vernments. 

This Canton prefents a truly amiable 
pifture of religious tolferation : while, in 
the- other governments of Switzerland, 
the dominating religion 

", Bears, like the Turk, no Brother near the throng 

Pope. 

here' the diveriity of faith makes no 
diftin&ion in charity, and the only dif- 
ference is in the preponderance of num- 
bers. The Protectants being the great 
majority, the Prefident of that profefsion 
: Jl - remains 
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remains in office three years, while the 
Catholic holds his feat but two; the 
Council of Regency is alfo chofen in 
the proportion of the population. The 
church is common to both feds ; and no- 
thing is in difufe with both parties but 
the organ, which, being an effential part 
of divine fervice, cannot be fuppofed to 
emit with equal harmony orthodox and 
heretical founds. 

The love of dominion, in other re- 
fpe&s, pervades this Canton, as it does 
all the others of the Confederation. This 
democracy has alfo its appropriate fub- 
jefts in the country of Verdenberg, and 
its fliare of different fubje6t countries in 
Switzerland, fuch as the Rhintal, Sar- 
gans, Thurgovia, , and the dominions 
beyond the Alps, So great is the purity 
of manners in this Canton, that no ca- 
pital crimes are committed, and the 

Vol. lh G name 
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name of a public execution is npt . 
known f Twepty years fince,. we are 
tqld, jt^at a foreign executioner was 
hired for this difagreeable office; yet J 
heard from a refpe6t&bie Miagiftrate of 
Bafil, that, not above ten years fince, the 
Judges of this Canton condemned an old 
woman to death, under pretence of hef 
bping a Witch. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

Lqke of Zurich. — State of Literature.— Government.— * 
Revolt againft the Government. — Public Seminaries 
and Hofpitals.— 'Religious Education, 

JPrOM the Canton of Glaris we tra- 
verfed part of the Canton of Schweitz 
to Lachen, a port on the Lake of Zu- 
rich, for the merchandize configned to 
the Grifons or Italy. Here we em- 
barked, bidding adieu to Glaciers, rocks, 
and torrents, for a landfcape diverfified 
with all the milder beauties of nature, 
fuch as paftoilal hills, gardens, vines, 
orchards, and fields of corn, and inter- 
fperfed with country feats, and well 
built handfome villages, which prefented 
themfeives in graceful variety on each 
fide of the borders of this charming 
Lake. > 

G 2 Thcfo 
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Thefe inland leas not only form one 
of {he mod jntereftjng qbje&s of Swifs 
perfpe6tive, but alfp pne of the mpft 
convenient modes of communication, 
A greater quantity of cultivated land, 
and fewer lakes might, perhaps, he 
inore ireful, though it would he lefs 
pidturefque ; and it was, no dqubt, witfy 
this patriotic perfuaiion, that a citizen 
of fome eminence at Lucerne, while J 
was dwelling with rapture on the ypr 
mantic beauties of his lake, obferyed ta 
me, that had they a King in Switzer* 
land, he would foon find means of 
drying it up. How ftrange an idea this 
republican had formed of the tafte ap$ 
power of Kings ! 

' . . 

The lake 6f Zurich is about thirty miles 

long, and from two to three miles broad 

the bridge of Rapperfchwill is built 

acrofs the najroweft part, and appeared 

^ as 
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& we pad under it, to be upwards of 
a mile n length. 

£iiricii fcnjoys a high pre-eminence 
ibfove the other towns of Switzerland 
for private arid domeftic virtues; and is 
alfo thci principal feat of the fciences 
and arts* -This town has been called 
the Athens of Switzerland* ajad there is 
ho place where literature is Cultivated 
With more ardour, or where the pub- 
lic mind is better informed* 

This tafte for letters* whatever ten- 
dency it may have had to purify their 
hianners* has been ineffectual to cor^ 
te6t the vices of the government. The 
Canton of Zurich, like that of Bafil, has 
its great arid little councils, and two 
Burgo-mafters ; it contains upwards of 
one hundred and feventy thoufand fouls, 
but the fovereignty refides in a por* 
G3 - tion 
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tion only of the citizens of Zurich not 
exceeding two thoufand ; if, therefore, 
the fuperior magnitude of this Canton 
to that of Bafil be confidered, arid the 
difproportionate numbers who poflefs the 
rights of fovereignity, Zurich will be 
found the more defpotic government. 
Of thefe two thoufand, two hundred 
only are inverted with power, the re- 
mainder having no other privilege than 
that of being raifed by the choice of 
the councils to a ihare in the dignity 
when a vacancy happens by death ; fo 
that the government is nothing but a 
mere oligarchy, incompatible with every 
idea of a free political inftitution. 

The fyftem of monopolizing is prac- 
ticed ^ with greater feverity in this town 
than at Bafil. In Xh& former Canton, 
all who are not of the number of the 
eledi, and within the pale of the two 

thoufand, 
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thoufand, are ftrangers, fubjevfts or ferfs, 
and carl engage in iio commerce, exer- 
tife no profefsion, or even hope to ar- 
rive at the dignity of Burgher, which 
confers thefe important privileges, it 
being now near two centuries fince this 
Corporation has permitted any accefsion 
to its members. This civic degradation 
is, however, but a negative kind of pu- 
nifh ment compared With the vexations 
to which the unprivileged clafles are 
Compelled to fubrtiit at thfc nod of the 
Burghers their fovereigns. The peafant 
is ftricStly prohibited tranfmitting the 
obje6l of his induftry and labour acrofs 
the liniits of his Canton, or in any 
other direction than that of the town 
6( Zurich. To labour for the profit 
of the Burgher is the occupation of his 
life, and the end of his exiftence; tor 
murmur is treafon, to refift is death. 

G 4 The 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



8« - A VIEW <)F THE PRESENT 

The French revolution has numerous 
advocates in the town of Zurich, men 
highly enlightened and ardent in the 
caufe of liberty, and the veto of the 
cenfor of the prefs is laid to be lefs 
rigid than in the other parts of Switzer- 
land. Whence then did it arife, that 
no advocate but the pen of a foreigner 
was found to plead the caufe of the 
fubje& towns of the Canton, when two 
years fince their reprefentations of the 
abufes under which they groaned, and 
their demands of redref6 were anfwered 
in the ufual ftile of reply to fuch trea- 
sonable petitions and remonftrances by 
imprisonment, fines or baniftiment? 

Were the boafled happinefs of the 
fubje<St clafles of Switzerland founded in 
truth, it is not probable that revolts 
againft the Sovereign would be fo fre* 
quent. No people revolt againft hap- 
4 pinefs. 
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pingfs. The irtfurre&ion in the middle 
of the laft century of the fubjetffc inha* 
bitants of four Cantons, known by the 
name of the Peafant's War, when Berne 
was befieged with their wooden cannon, 
was certainly no rebellion againft their 
own profperity ; and the towns and vil- 
lages of the Canton of Zurich, when 
in 1795, they produced their charters 
in proof of the juftice of their ^ claims, 
Were in no confpiracy againft comfort 
and independence. It is true that the 
infurgents were not beheaded like the 
officer who fome years fince difcovered 
in the dull of the archives fome mufty 
record of their ancient rights which he . 
communicated to a friend; but thejr 
are fmarting feverely* at this moment, 
under the effedts of the infulted dignity 
of the ibvereign burghers; 



r\ 
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We are told that at Zurich, more than 
in any other town of Switzerland, that zeal 
For "liberty which diftinguifhed the ftfiin* 
ders of this brave nation, is ftill fcheriftied* 
But a hero of the fourteenth century 
who chafed the Auftrlans from the s foil, 
would, perhaps, frown with contempt 
on this boafted fpirit of freeddm, Could 
he behold the recent feveritiefc which 
thefe republican lovers of eqlial rights 
have exercifed againft their oppreffed 
Fubje6ts. The municipal and internal 
regulations of this city are highly worthy 
of praife. The government has founded 
various eftablifhments for public relief 
and inftru&ion ; amongft the former is 
the : orphan afylum, the inftitution for 
apprenticing poor children, and fur- 
Jiiihing their parents with money, clothes, 
and religious books ; the hofpitals for in- 
curables, and alfo for the fick and dif- 
ealed of every religion and » country. 

For 
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' For the purpofes of instruction feveral 
academies are fupported at the expence 
of government, public education being 
the affair of the State. Among other in- 
stitutions, are colleges for the clafsics, 
and. belles lettres, and arts, and alfo for 
Students in theology. Religious impref- 
fions are very early inculcated, and ho-? 
thing that I faw in Switzerland has left 
a more pleaSing imprefsion on my mind 
than a numerous audience which we 
found affembled on entering a large 
church at Zurich, and compofed entirely 
of children who were receiving inftru&ion 
from their ministers in their religious d un- 
ties. It requires but little knowledge of the 
human heart to: feel the ineftimabLc 
advantage of imprefsing early on the 
duaile mind thofe habits of virtu* 
and piety which ihed a cheering and 
Steady light over the intricate mazes of 

a tuibuleht, world. f' . .- -i 

' CHAP. 
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CHAP* XXIX. 

fbtiirn to Lucerne.— Stdritz.^*flfii to ihe Abbot if 
' Engelbergi 

AFTER *evifiting Bafll, We returned 
, again to Lucerne. Our flay in this place 
had been too fhort ih our way over thd 
mountains to take more than a tranfient 
*iew of the furrounding country; but 
a flill . more powerful motive engaged 
Us to return $ one of our fellow-travel* 
Jers in crofsing mount Albis to meet 
us at Zurich, having had the misfor- 
tune to be thrown from his carriage* 
Was confined with a broken limb at 
9 Lucerne. Though I am not permitted 
' to n*me the perfon to Whom I allude* 
thofe by whom he is known will ad# 
felt, that if any human being has a 
claim to the fympathetic duties of friend* 
flap, it is he who unites with all tht 

higher 
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higher qualities of the mind, a heart 
glowing with the pureft feelings of phi«* 
lanthrqpy, and more unfullied by the 
flighteft taint of felfifhnefs, than any 
other character I have ever obferved. 

During our flay at Lucerne, we vlfited 
Various parts of the country bordering 
on the lake* The firft of our excursions 
was dire6ted towards the Canton of 
Underwalden, into which we pafled 
acrofs the branch qf the lake that wafhes 
the bafe pf mount Pilate, from Winkel 
to Stantzftad, the port belonging to the 
capital pf the Canton, which is the 
town pf Stantz, 

This town, or rather great village, k 
aboijt two miles diftant'from the lake* 
feated amidft charming meadows and 
gardens, with a poble back ground of 
well wooded mountains. The church is 

a fine 
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a fine building, fupported by magnificent 
columns in marble ; and the town-houfe 
tsalfo a refpe&able edifice; but tjie 
ipoft illuflrious ornament of the, place 
is the ftatue of the immortal Winkelried, 
who flands ere£t on a pedeftal before 
the principal foqqtain, hpkjing one of 
thg fpears which was grafped by fon^e 
hero i in the battle of Sempg,clv 

The rain h4d. confined us for fome 
hours; at this town, and we were fearful 
that the increafe of the torrents would 
prevent our expedition to Engelberg ; 
but a gleam of funfhine invited us to 
proceed. After leaving Stantz, we paflecj 
along a delicious valley thickly fown 
with cottages, hamlets, and farm-houfes, 
agreeably ftiaded with fruit-trees. Five 
miles fceyond Stantz the valley clofes* 
and we afcended the mountain three 
leagues to Engelberg. Our path lay 

along 
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along a . torrent ftream over hung by 
forpfts of pirje, and the fcenery, without 
prefenting the ftupendous grandeur of 
the Alps, was rich in the ufual wild 
a^d romantic, appendages of Swifs moun- 
tains. 

Having attained the fummit, we paflfed 
by a winding defcent into a valley 
feated within a circle of lofty hills, 
cqvered with wood, or pafture ; beyond 
which rife the majeftjc chain of moun- 
tains, \yhofe tops are covered with per- 
petual fnow. This valjey, placed amidft 
a chaps of rocks and Glaciers, is about; 
twp miles in length, and one in breadth j 
in the centre are fituated the village 
and abbey of Engelberg. The latter is 
an edifice of fine conftrudtion, particu- 
larly the church, built in part with a 
kind of. black marble, quarries of which 
ajre found in that country ; this ftruc- 

ture 
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ture, difplaying the elegance of art, 
forms a ftriking contraft to the fur- 
jouncfitfg defarts of nature. 

We arrived too late in the evening 
to prefent our letters to the Abbot t 
and therefore took up our refidence at 
the inn of the village, where, though 
accuflomed to mountain air and accom^ 
modatiou, we pafied a flight of piercing 
cold, arming probably from the re- 
cent fall of rain which had thrown 3 
veil of fnow over the fqrrounding hills* 

Early the next morning the Abbot, 
who is a Prince of the Empire, fent 
his chancellor to invite us to repair to 
the moftaflery, where we accompanied 
him, and were introduced to a venera-* 
ble looking prieft, who received us with 
the moft cordial hofpitality, kindly re- 
proaching \is for the late hour of our 

arrival, 
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arrival, and lamenting, with the polite- 
nefs of a man of the world, that I had 
been expofed to the inconveniences of 
the homely inn. 

As it Vas Sunday, the duties of the 
morning, he informed us, compelled him 
to remit his attentions towards us for a 
ihort time, which we might employ in 
viewing the library ; this, however, we 
deferred, and accompanied the chancel- 
lor to a gallery in the church which 
was crouded with villagers. 

In thofe elevated regions, beyond 
which no human creature can exift, 
and where nature itfelf feems to expire, 
the inhabitant of the diftant mountain, 
and he that dwells in fome remote glen 
of the valley, fecluded by their fitua- 
tion from the world, and by their daily 
occupations from the fociety of each 
Vol. II. H other, 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



98 A VIEW OF THE PHESEN* 

other, hail the return of the day Set 
apart for religious observances, as a double 
feftival, as a means of intercourse with 
earth, and with heaven. The pomp 
and ceremonial of the worfhip muft 
alfo be peculiarly finking to the ima- 
gination of the peafant, who, confined 
to a nook of his native hill, has never 
formed any comparative ideas of Splen- 
dour or magnificence ; and the Abbot 
has rendered the Solemnities of the Ser- 
vice flill more afFedting by the charm 
of delightful mufic. 

Nothing could be more congenial to 
thofe finer emotions of the foul which 
rife into devotion, than the harmonious 
Symphonies that thrilled upon the ear, 
while the lifted eye fixed itfelf upon 
the vaft perfpe6tive fweep of fnow-co- 
vered Alps that form the ftupendous 
horizon of the valley. In the fore- 
ground 
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gfound of thi? gigantic mafs Hands the 
bold impending mountain from which 
the monaftery takes its name * ; and on 
Which fublime orcheftra,' not unworthy 
of the celeftial choir, angels are fabled 
to have tuned to their golden harps 
the aufpicious hymn of its confecri- 
tion. 

The Abbot is Sovereign Lord of En- 
gleberg, under the protection of the 
four adjoining Cantons. The number of 
his fubje6ts, over whom he holds unli- 
mited jurisdiction, amounts to about 
twelve hundred. The cares of his ex- 
ecutive government devolve on four or 

* Engleberg, in the language of the country, figni- 
fies the mountain of angels Whatever mtercourfe 
his predecdfors might have had with tfcefe heavenly 
meflengers, the prince, citing a line from an epiftle 
of Horace, declared to one of my fellow-travellers 
his doubts refpe&ing this celeftial confecration. 

H 2 five 
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five minifters and officers; and the ju- 
dicial power is entrufted to four judges, 
whom he chufcs out of twelve pre- 
vioufly named by the people; thefe, 
with the minifters above mentioned, 
form the civil and criminal tribunals of 
his ftate, which are held in a room of 
the Abbey, and of which his chancel- 
j lor is fecretary. 

Such is the form of government in 
this community ; not indeed compofed 
in the neweft ftile of political organi- 
zation, but fuch as from the a^miniftra- 
tion of the prefent fovereign, is felt as 
a blefsing by all who live under its in- 
fluence. This prelate whom the united 
voice of his people ftamps with the 
honourable name of father of his coun- 
try, has rendered tribunals civil and 
criminal of little ufe, by cherifliing in 
his fubjetfis the fpirit of equity and 
- -- for- 
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forbearance, and reconciling their dif- 
ferences himfelf. The good Abbot is 
not only the healer of divifions, but has 
introduced a fyftem of wealth and 
comfort to the lower clafles by em- 
ploying them in manufactures which 
beguile the length and counteract the 
feverity of the favage winters. 

This pripce is a confiderable rrtanu- 
fa&urer himfelf, and carries on a* very 
extenfive commerce in cheefe. The 
profits of his trade, and his other re- 
venues, which amount to upwards of 
on$ hundred and thirty thoufand livres, 
are expended in a6ts of beneficence and 
hofpitality. Every wanderer has here 
his claims to protection allowed, and 
every vifitor finds a welcome. We fat 
down to table a numerous family, 
compofed of French emigrant priefts, 
the monks of the convent, and occa- 
U 3 fional 
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Aonal vifitprs. The table was ferved 
with plenty and hofpitality ; and the 
chamois, the mountain venifon, made a. 
part of the repaft; but what was moft 
agreeable in the entertainment, was the 
frank and courteous demeanour of the 
venerable hoft. 

Among the treafures of the convent, 
the library holds a diftinguiflied place, 
and is valuable not fo much for the 
number of the volumes it contains, 
which do not amount to more than 
ten or twelve thou/and, as the rarity 
and early date of the editions. The 
next valuable treafure of the Abbot was 
the dairy, or repofitory of chepfes; for 
we neither heard or faw any thing pf 
thofe miferable impofitions on the faith 
and underftanding, commonly called 
relicks, which had been fo often fhpwii 
to us in catholic churches and convents 

as 
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as objects of inefiimable worth, compared 
with which books, and even whole 
magazines of cheefe, would weigh no- 
thing in the balance. The Abbot, a 
man of fenfe and literature, as well as 
piety, has thought it better for the hap- 
pinefs of his flock to ftrengthen their 
understanding, and amend their Jives, 
than to add to the flock of their pre- 
judices and follies. 
# 

We found the monks who formed his 
fociety, and the fludents who receive 
their education in the feminary, were 
lovers of the liberal arte. For the entertain- 
ment of the latter, the Abbot has con- 
verted a portion of the upper part of the 
convent into a theatre, It was not in 
a monaflery, placed, amidft the rocks 
and fnows of Switzerland, that we fhould 
liave expected to find aflembled fo 
H f many 
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many of the properties of Parnaf- 
fus. . > 

I had almoft forgotten to mention that 
the Abbot had a private treafure fe- 
parate from the convent, which con- 
lifted in great varieties of artificial flow- 
ers, and other elegant works, which 
were flowed in boxes in his apart- 
ments. Thefe were the performances 
of two emigrant nuns, to whom he had 
given an afylum in the monaftery, 
and whom he refcued from the pains 
and penalties of idlenefs by this exer- 
cife of their talents, A part of thefe 
ornaments he referves for prefents to 
his female vifitors, the reft are difpofed 
of at Lucerne for the profit of the 
artifts. 

The mineral productions of the moun- 
tain conftituted another part of his 

treafure ; 
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treafure ; many of the fpecihiens were 
rare and curious ; as a.female, the Abbot 
ought to have given me a nofegay of 
flowers, but, thinking probably the pre- 
fent more portable, he prefented me 
with two very fine fpecimens of the 
pureft rock-chryftal. 

I fliould gladly have accepted the 
prefsing invitation of the Abbot, and 
his hoiifehold, to pafs fome time at the 
monaftery, but one' of my fellow-tra- 
vellers, who is now an envoy to a 
German Court, and who was then on 
a private mifsion from the French go- 
vernment in Switzerland, had important 
engagements which compelled him to 
return. His prefence, indeed, occafion- 
ed fome little embarraffment to part of 
the fociety; the emigrants discovered 
him to be a Frenchman, but knew not 
in what clafs of emigrants he deferved 

to 
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to be ranked, while, every time he 
took a pinch of fnuff, he was careful 
to Aide haftily into his pocket the lid 
of his box, on which was painted the 
temblems of liberty, and the rights of 
man. French politics here, as below 
in the world, were the principal topics 
of converfation. The emigrants were 
loud in their inve&ives ; but the AWbot 
obferved that things were returning to 
order, and feemed more difpofed to 
footh the ' minds, and heal by gentle 
counfels and a6ts of beneficence the 
rankling wounds of his guefts, than to 
animate them, like fome of his bre- 
thren in Switzerland, to acts of defpera- 
tion and revenge. 

I have dwelt fo long on this moun- 
tain of angels, that it is high time to 
defcend to the world. As it was found 
impofsible for my fellow-travellers to 

prO- 
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prolong their ?ifit, the Abbot infifted 
that as my engagements were not fo 
preffiiBg, I fhould be left in hoftage 
for their return. He promifed me books, 
torrents, piny fotefts, fnows, and Glacier 
ia profiifion, expeditions even towards 
Tctlis, which raifed its fnowy head 
above the valley in the clafs of the 
loftieft mountains ; and the fociety of 
the two French nuns^ who appeared iri- 
terefting and amiable. 

I found it, indeed, a difficult tafk 
to ftruggle againft my own wilhes, and 
this kind and urgent invitation; but 
compounded at length with both, by 
confenting to return to the celebration 
of the Abbot's feftival, at fome weeks 
diftance, and flay as long as he would 
Keep ?pe, 

- This 
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This engagement I was unable- to 
fulfil ; but if I ever return to Switzer- 
land, it is not the danger of doubling 
the promontory on the Lake of Lu- 
cerne, .which never having pafied with- 
out a ftorm, I have called the promon-. 
tory of tempefts, or the fatigues of 
the mountain-journey, that ft\all prevent 
me from climbing up "to* Engelberg, 
and paying my iefpe6ts to its venerable 
Abbot* 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XXX. 

TelPs Chapel.— Lake of Zug.—Zug.— Battle ofCappeL—* 
Government of Lucerne.-— Literary Societies. 

W E had now vifited every part of the 
Lake of the four Cantons, except the Bay 
which leads to Zug. On our return from 
Engelberg, we embarked to take a cur- 
fory view of this little Canton, pafsing in 
our voyage the monument erected by 
Raynal to the memory of William Tell, 
and the ruins of the Caftle of Hapfburg, 
from the Counts of which name the Im- 
perial Houfe of Auftria takes its defcent* 
On the neck of land that divides the 
lake of Lucerne frcftn that of Zug, is 
erefted a chapel on the fpot where Tell 
pierced with his arrow the Bailiff Geiflen 
, To thofe who think that all means againft 
tyrants are lawful, this fpot will, appear 
the moft fan<5tified place in Switzerland ; 

and 
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and if aflafsination can be juftified in any* 
cafe, this has perhaps the greateft claims 
to pardon ; but the dexterous aim of the 
archer is probably not the moft laudable* 
though efteemed one of the mpft brilliant 
aaions of William TelK 

The lake of Zug, around which " green 
hills lift their dewy heads, 1 * wpuld ap? 
pear grand and pi6turefque td an ima- 
gination not filled with the images of the 
lofty-wooded fteeps, and dark-browed 
rocks that bound the waters of Lucerne, 
The town of Zug, placed near the end of 
the lake, and at the foot of a mountain 
covered , with vines and fruit-trees, has 
fufficient beauty of fituation to charm 
the lover of nature ; and its fee, propor- 
tioned to that of the Canton, is fuffi- 
ciently large for the enjoyments of 
tfociety. 

The 
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The government of the Canton is de- 
mocratic," like that of the other fmall 
Cantoris, with the fame advantages, and 
vices. Near the lake i& the field where 
was fought the i battle of Cappel, between 
the Reformers and the Catholics, in 
which the latter triumphed, and where 
the great enemy of the religion of their 
fathers, Zuinglius, fell, fighting for the 
caufe of the Reformation, for which he 
had fo zealoufly contended. 

The government of the Canton of Lu- 
cerne, the chief of the Catholic Cantons, 
is purely oligarchical. There is indeed a 
Council of one hundred, in whom the 
fovereignty is nominally inverted ; but 
the only efficient body is the fenate, con- 
fitting of thirty-fix members, compre^ 
hended in that Council; to whom be- 
longs almoft exclufively the exercife of 
the power and authority of the State. As 
4 this 
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this, body is hereditary, the privilege! of 
governing defcends litieally from fathetf 
to fon; and no doubt whatever' is ad- 
mitted with refpe6t to the cledrnefs of 
the title. No one is rafh enough to dif- 
pute the prerogatives of this privileged 
clafs ; and the prefent generation, and 
the next that fucceeds it, are confecrated, 
and inviolable in the eyes of every can- 
didate for the rights of citizenfhip ; who, 
if by the payment of enormous fums, he 
happily attains that honour for himfelf, 
muft leave the benefits to his pofterity 
yet unborn ; fince it is only to the third 
generation of a citizen newly ele6fced, 
that the law grants the right of being 
eligible to any offices, civil or eccle- 
fiaftical, of the State. Few individuals 
^fpire to the purchafe of thefe diftant and 
uncertain advantages. He who plants a 
tree may live to gather the fruit; but 
the novice citizen of Lucerne knows that 

his 
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his honours will never blofibm for him- 
ielf, and that, probably they will • never 
even expand far -his posterity. . 






» The Senate, being the -jginGlpal vfl>a- 
chine in the States the 43rarld Council is" 
lightened of moil of the cares of govern- 
ment, by its eonftant labours. . In all 
affairs, foreign and dpmeftic, .; it is the 
province of the Senate to decide ; and the 
wifdom of the Council is required, or 
dkpenfed with, according to the will of 
the former. There is. only one hall for 
the Aflembly of both bodies) and for- 
merly; when the Senate prolonged its 
meetings beyond the ufual hour, the 
great Council waited at the door, till they 
were admitted.; This inadvertence, it 
feems, has lately been corrected,; : but* 
that the diftinclion between fenators.and 
funplecounfellors niay not be, entirely 
loft, the latter, when they-fpeak-, ftand 
Vol, II. I f eve. 
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reverentially oiji their legs, while thd 
oracles of the fenators are delivered* iikd 
thofe of old* in a fitting pofture. 

By aJiappy confufion of powers* the 
judicial authority is entrufted to the fame 
body who form and execute the laws. 
As the Senate is in lawful poileftion, by 
virtue of its office, of the titles of every 
procefs that is brought before its tribunal, 
if the affair is important, fufficient time 
is allowed to this diftinguifhed body, to 
&rm iti opinion ; and as the chief is the 
individual to whom the papers are fent, if 
he or his friends are more immediately 
interested in the decifioq, the fame p?e* 
caution is taken for the due preparation 
of their opinions, before^the affair is even 
laid before the Senate. It is ujmeceffary 
fri obferve by what means, under fuch 
a fyftem, a favourable* or unfavourably 
^ecifion, may be obtained. An appeaj 

p*ay 
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may indeed be made to the great 
Council ; but the faith of the appellant 
in the juftice of his caufe muft be 
iJrqng indeed, if he experts redrefs, 
when the Senate againft whom his ap* 
piejil is made, afeift in the revifioir of 
the cafe, and tafually form the majority 
of the Affemblj^ 

. While the fenatoys of Lucerne tak$ 
this tender care of the property of their 
ft*bj£$s, they da riot negteft to pay a due 
attention to their own. In moll other 
countries, the client has permifsion to 
same the couhfel who is to plead his 
c»u#e before the tribunals ; but here, the 
paternal protedioh of the Senate fleps ia 
to the aid of the citizens, and prevent* 
all ordinary extortions of law, by ad*- 
xnitting no other counfellors than *the 
'fenators themfefres. > At firil fight, the 
office of Judge> and Advocate inayfeem 
12 in- 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



116 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

incongruous ; but who ought to be better 
infonqed- of the real ftate of a cafe than 
he by whom it is to be decided ? Vulgar 
minds hare alfo faggefted the danger of 
fome bias in the heart of the Judge in 
favour of his client, oh account of the 
fees accompanying the brief, which he 
has previoufly accepted, as Advocate; 
but who will believe that the noble 
fenators of Lucerne, actuated by the for- 
did motives of common fouls, are capable 
of forgetting the higher considerations 
of juftice, 

No lefs regard is paid to the lives of 
their fubje6ts by thefe confeript fathers, 
than is fhewn to their property. The 
Gothic inftitutions of the Habeas Corpus 
A6fc, and grand, or petty juries, are 
here unknown. The prifoner is interna 
gated, in criminal cafes, by a member of 
the Senate, by whqin th? examination 
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is laid before the AfTembly, Who decide 
in ordinary caufes ; but if it is £ cafe 
of fome importance, an appedl may 
te made to the grand Council. Before 
the Council pais feritehce, it : is neceffstry 
that the aflent of the prifoner to the 
truth of the depofition againft him fhould 
be taken ; for which* purpbfe, the Judge 
or Prefident, together with a fitiall num- 
ber of the Council, repair to the prifon* 
to read the charges. If the prifoner ac- 
knowledges the truth of the depofition, 
the affair is foon decided ; but if he de- 
nies the fadls, or befitates to fign his con- 
demnation, the inftruments of torture 
are prepared ! 

In juftification of this practice, it is 
alledged that mercy and humanity re- 
quire that death, of all dreadful £vils the 
mod dreadful, fhould not be infli&ed till 
the laft evidence of crime is obtained, 
: "T 13 Which 
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which is the confefeion of the criminal 
himfelf. Whethfer death in any cafe 
fhould be infli&ed, has long been a ques- 
tion af criminal jurifprudetice. Francd 
has decreed its abolition at the peace'; 
and in many defpotic countries this 
punifhment has become much lefs fre- 
quent ; bu v t the impolicy of the bar- 
barous ufe of torture to extort con- 
fefcion, has been fo admirably expoled 
by the hrefiftible arguments of the il- 
luftrious Beccaria, who, with the ac- 
curacy of an anatomift, has calculated 
the comparative ftrength of the trem- 
bling nerve of innocence, and the 
hardened fibre of guilt, that this prac- 
tice has been thrown afide by almofl 
every nation of Europe, but Switzer- 
land! — Is fuch a country the Temple 
v -of Liberty? and are fuch facrifices of* 
fered- on her -altars t* 

! 2. -' ^ '. ..-..•' 

' There 
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TThere fa no inconsiderable number of 
enlightened men ih every Canton of 
Switzerland, who are anxious to fee the 
fctwfe& of their government reformed, by 
le&oring to the eofrimunity thafe privi- 
leges which are now the property of a 
few individualsi who are defirous that 
their country fliould deferve the character 
it has long ufurped, of being the moft 
free in Europe* and who wiih to hail 
the return of thofe days when litera- 
tee decorated the foil which valour 
had Won. 

44 Lucerne," Mr. Cox obferves, " is of 
all places in Switzerland, that in which 
literature is the kaft encouraged and 
cultivated." This observation feems to be 
confirmed by the eircumftance that this 
town contains not one bookfeller's fhop ; 
and yet at Lucerne I found a fele<5t fo- 
1 4 ciety 
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cietyof men of lette/s devoting their 
time to thofe refea*ches which were moil 
likely to prove beneficial to their country, 
and who, united to each other by the 
tie of fympathetic tafle, ufually paffed 
their evenings together, in the Tooth- 
ing enjoyments of elegant and en- 
lightened converfation. While thofe titles 
of which the noble fenators of Lu- 
cerne are. fo tenacious, have fcarcely 
been, ever heard beyond the walls of 
their city, the names of Balthafar, and 
Meyer, are known to every literary 
circle of Paris. 

Althoiugh the liberty of the prefs, the 
palladium of all other liberty, is imi- 
verfally profcribed in Switzerland* neither 
the force of authority, nor the imprimatur 
of a cenfor, have been able to impede 
the gradual progrcfe of that /knowledge 

which 
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-which wHL f lead to, freedom \%iifulli^i by 

. anarchy or, violence, snid ; reftcjre t f Jo j Jt^js 

country its aptjent reno\yn. •, < f 

Trade, we are told,, is, uoder an iateaj- 
di6l at Lucerne; and the priefts are in 
poflefsion of nearly half the riches of 
the Canton. It is probably a bad thing 
to profcribe commerce ; and yet, its 
wealth has communicated no fuperior 
charm to Bafil ; it mull alfo be admitted 
that it is unneceflary to leave half the 
riches of a populous Canton in the pof- 
fefsion of thofe who add nothing to its 
force or induftry, but, on the contrary, 
are the chief inftruments of enchain- 
ing both. 

The inhabitants of Lucerne have an 
air of more chearful gaiety than we had 
elfewhere obferved. The features of the 
women had here loft the flat German 

phy- 
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phyfwgnomy, and aflufned the foft con- 
tour of x the Madona countenance. The 
ladies of Lucerne are remarked for tfcek 
beauty, and give an higher intereft to 
their perfonal charms, by cultivating the 
graces of the mind. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

Cabinets of Natural Hiftory in Switzerland. — Plan of 
M. Meyer. — State of fine Arts at Paris. 

XjLMONG the euriofities of Switzerland, 
that merit the attention of travellers, 
the cabinets of Natural Hiftory hokf, in 
the opinion of the natives, a diftinguifhed 
rank. The hiftory of thefe cabinets, 
which belong to individuals, and are 
Scattered in different Cantons, hats been 
accurately detailed by ©ne of the Ber- 
uoullis, in four o6fevb volumes; a con* 
(iderable and valuable mufeum might be 
formed of thefe collections, if they were 
brought together for the fervice of the 
public. 
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Meyer, of Arau ; where we re-traced 
with pleafure our journies amidft that, 
world of Glaciers on fome of which no 
mortal foot has trod. This plan is much 
more extenfive than that of General 
Pffyffer, which embraces only the Cantons 
around the Lake of Lucerne, while that 
of M. Meyer extends, or rather, is in- 
tended when finifhed to extend, to all 
Switzerland. But what claims the Un- 
wearied meditation of the traveller in 
Switzerland, is not the productions or 
improvements of art, but the ftupendous 
book of nature. The region where the 
^rts may be ftudied with 'the' greatefl ad- 
vantage is Paris. 

The moft fplendid trophies of the vic- 
tories obtained by the arms of the French 
Republic in Italy, are the magnificent 
/nonuments pf the arts, many of which 
have been tranfported, or now are on 

their 
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their way, to Paris. Without pretending 
to decide On the policy or the right of 
the transfer, a queftion which has beeti 
amply difcufled, it muft be admitted th&t 
Paris, enriched by thefe mafter-pieces of 
genius, may now lay claim to a more ho- 
nourable diftin&ion than its former bbaft 
of being the region of pleafure* the em- 
porium of elegance, and the arbiter of 
fafhion, Paris, arrayed ifr the fpoils bf 
conqusft, is now become the centre of 
human attainments. Whatever is rare or 
curious in the produ<5Hons of nature, 
magnificent in thofe of tafte, inventive in 
fcience, or precious in literature, is to be 
found in Paris ; and what merits the 
Jiigheft eulogium is the extreme facility 
of admifsion, or rather the invitation 
which is given to enter thefe receptacles 
of knowledge. Inftead of the forbidding 
inscription written over the Athenian 
porch, € * Lfit no unlearned perfon enter 

here," 
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here," the reading at Pari* is, " Enter 
all, both learned and unlearned. The 
wife miy add to their flores of knowr 
ledge, ami the ignorant may become 
j*ife," , 

; Although the complete organization of 
the eftabliihment of public inftru<9tion 
throughout the capital has not yet taken 
place, the foundation is feeiirely laid; 
and furely the benevolent mind of every 
country will exult in the idea of fo many 
fellow creatures refcued from vice and 
Slavery ; for fuch are the neceflkry effedt* 
of ignorance; fince if knowledge, ate 
Bacon obferved, be power, it isritlfo vir> 
tue, freedom, and happinefs. > - . " [ \ 

The diflemination of inftru&iofa . is ge* 
per al throughout France. Every capital 
of the hundred and twenty department! 
of the Republic has its Mufeufci* Cabinet 

. A of 
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of Natural Hiftory, Botanic Garden, and 
PhilofophieaJ Apparatus* and every Dh% 
tri& or Canton its Public Library ; but at 
Paris tbefe means of knowledge are found 
in fuch magnificent profufion, that th© 
only herniation of the inquirer is, amidft 
the fplendid variety, what part of fi?ienc« 
he mall chufe. 

Public Libraries a?e open in varioud 
part* of Paris on particular days \ but tho 
great National Library k at all times at 
the difpofition of the public. In that. 
region of books, imuienfely enrichea by 
manufcript? from Italy, a multitude of 
perfona of both fexes range themfelvea 
in filence, at a. long i\*te:of table*, oh 
which implements of writing are placed, 
and where they are attended by th© 
officers of the library, who are bound to 
fwnifh them with the books they de- 
wand. The ftiKknt &f fcience may re* 

pair 
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pair to the National Garden of Plants, 
Where feveral hundred peirfons t attend 
Lectures On Chemiftry, Natural Hiftqry, 
or Botany, amidft the fineft fpeeimens of 
whatever is curious in either the animal, 
vegetable, or mineral world. The col- 
lection of living animals is not yet very 
extenfive ; it would have been con- 
fiderably augmented by that of the Stadt- 
holder, had not a French Gommiflary 
converted his -menagerie into a farm- 
yardy where Indian curlews, pheafants of 
Java, *oftriches, and birds of the Tropic, 
after beihg plucked of their fine -feathers; 
fhared the fate of common poultry, and 
were trufled, fpitted, and devoured^ 
Happy for the -camels and elephants that 
they were at that time out of the reachr 
of the commiffary's <:ook J » 

Not long fince, the fine Cabinet of 
Natural Hiftory^cofltained a curious fp*e~ 

ciihen, 
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clmen, which was the Skeleton of the 
great Turenne, (luck up between the 
Clafles of monkeys and alligators. At 
that facrilegious period when the tombs 
of the illuftrious dead were ravaged by 
thofe cannibals, who, fatally for the caufe 
of Liberty aftd Science* preyed fo long 
on the illuftrious living* fome French* 
men, penetrated with the generous feel- 
ing of national pride, fnatched from thefe 
favages the bones of this renowned Gene* 
ral, and placed them among thefe un- 
couth animals, as the fureft and leaft 
fufpe&ed afylum at that epoch of hofti- 
lity to man. , 

Hie moft fplendid monument that 
1?afis contains, is the gallery of paintings 
called the National Mufeum. This gal* 
lery is formed by the whole length of 
the Louvre, which is about the third pf a 
mile. The exhibition was perhaps un- 

Vot. II. K equalled 
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equalled when firft opened to the public, 
and when it confided only of the re- 
union, of the matters which were fcattered 
^ through France; but fince the conqueft 
of the Flemifh and Italian Schools, it 
may be faid to contain almoft the whole 
of what is great or celebrated in the 
Hiftoryjof the Arts. 

r The defcription of the far-famed pieces 
which fit. now exhibits, already fills the 
volumes of travellers, who have thought 
the view of thefe precious relicks well 
worth a pilgrimage to the feparate fhrines 
where they were placed ; but henceforth 
that clafs of travellers whom Sterne de- 
scribes as failing and porting through the 
politer kingdoms of the globe, in order to 
fee fights and look into difcoveries, will 
haye an.eafier tafk to perform : they need 
.onlyijourqey as far as this vaft Mufeum,. 
.and. run along the double vo\ys of its 
. - . .: gallery, 
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gallery, hyng thick with Raphaels, 
Michael Angelos, Carraccis, Titians, Cor- 
regios, Guidos, Rubens, Claude Lorrain&s, 
and.Rofaa. Thofe who are ambitious 
of pafsing for connoifleurs, may here 
learn, with little trouble, iall thfe terms 
of cognofcenti, and, like the dire6tor of 
tafte in the Vicar of Wakefield, never 
want reafons for praifing the works of 
Pietro Perugino. 

The real loVer of the arts will find 
ample gratification in contemplating thefe 
fublime monuments of genius, this rich 
aflembiage of its collexSted powers ! And 
if the luxury of fuch fenfations is dif- 
turbed by the ignorant comments of the 
vulgar, he may, by an application feldom 
refufed, lhare the privileged hours of the 
ftudent, and indulge his feelings in the 
calm of iilent meditation. 

. ; K 2 The 
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r The middle part of this extenfive gal- 
lery is at prefent occupied by pieces of 
Sculpture. For thofe, as well as the mo- 
numents now in their way from Italy 
(among which is the' Apollo Belvidere) the 
Ground Gallery of the Louvre* which lies 
under that of Painting, k in forward pre- 
paration. This Gallery of Sculpture will 
not be lefs brilliant than its fifter Gallery 
above. The French School has been long 
celebrated for the chifel ; and the monu- 
ments of its labours are heaped in great 
profufion in various repofitories of Paris. 
Thefe pieces ate now to be collected to- 
gether in this part of the Mufeum, of 
which the Italian bulls and ftatues vflll 
form a fpiendid ornament* 

While thefe delicate and more eftimahte 
monuments are carefully prote&ed from 
the injuries of the feafons, the Govern- 
ment has decorated the Public Gardens. 

with. 
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with numerous fine copies of the mod 
f celebrated antique?, and the Tuilleries 
[are become a walk no lefs agreeable to 
the amateurs, than to the fafhionable 
world ; and a further plan of embellish- 
ment is propofed, by forming a covered 
Winter Garden in the Orange»walk, de- 
corated with hot-houfe plants, and dif- 
fafing the temperature of Spring* A re- 
generated ftatue of Liberty will be 
ere&ed on the Mace of Concord, for- 
merly Place de Louis XV. and a column 
of Vi&ory three hundred feet in height, 
crowned by a coloflal ftatue of Fame, 
will be placed at the end of the Villa 
leading from the Tuilleries. 

Various inftitutions are formed for the 
progrefs of knowledge in France, among 
which the Polytechnical School claims a 
diftinguifhed place. Of thefe inftitutions, 
and of all that concerns the fciences, the 
K 3 members 
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members of the National Inftitute are the 
guardians. Unlike moft of the, learned 
focieties of Europe, which confine them- 
fejves almoft exclufively tp one branch qf 
fcience, the Inftitute is divided into 
claffes, which comprehend every depart- 
ment of human knowledge. The pefti- 
lential reign of terrorifm has fwept away 
maily who would have been among its 
moft ill uftrious. ornaments ; but the num- 
ber left is not inconsiderable of thole 
who would do honour to any age qr 
country. A certain portion of the re- 
venue of the State is appropriated to the 
fervice of the Inftitute, whofe members 
receive a recompenfe for their labour^, 
which is neither adequate to their dig- 
nity, nor that of the Republic. This 
narrow ftipend will no dopbt. be aug- 
mented at the peace; and the Republic 
will pay more liberally the debt ihe owes 
Jo Literature, the parent of her exifteiice* 

The 
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The Government has indeed obferved the 
*noft refpe&ful attention towards this 
learned body from its firft inftitution ; 
^d this homage, rendered to Science by 
Power, is among the mod pleafing fea- 
tures of its adminiftration. 



K 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. JCXXU. 

Autumnal Views on the Jura.~*ySobure.—Pieiv of th^ 
Chain of Jlps.->~Bienne.—NeufchaUl. 

VV E had confecrated the fumnier 
months to journeying amidft the lavage 
alpine fcenery of Switzerland, leaving 
' to the months of Autumn the view of 
the milder landfcapes of that enchant- 
ing country, where nature, when (he 
ceafes to overwhelm the imagination 
with her greatnefs, affumes ther foftefl: 
fmile of lavifh beauty. We had yet 
feen but an inconsiderable part of the 
Canton of Berne, and none of the de- 
licious countries wafhed by the lake of 
Geneva, and which are efteemed by 
travellers the garden of Europe. 

Thq 
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The year had now 

ff Fallen into the fear, the yellow leaf;" 

Shakespeare. 

and after {pending two or three weeks 
at Bafil on our return from Lucerne, we 
pnce more crofled the mountains of~ 
Jura. The laft time we afcended thofe 
romantic fteeps, they were drefled in 
all the rich gradations of colouring 
which belong to Autumn. The 
deep brown, and pale yellow, which 
pverfpread in their various tints the fo- 
liage of the wooded cliffs, contrafted 
with the frefh ever-green of the groves 
pf pine and fir, and the bright verdure 
which ftill covered the pafloral lawns. 
The rills feemed to flow in clearer cur- 
rents; there was a fort of fpirit in the 
air, and the whole fcenery mingling 
gay and luxuriant graces, with fading 
forms, excited that foft and foothing 
melancholy which, to fome minds, is 

fo 
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io much dearer than all that jthe world 
calls pleafure. 

The town of Soleure, fituated on the 
Aar, in a v beautiful and fertile . coun- 
try, contains feveral fine edifices, of 
which the new built church in the 
principal ftreet, ornamented with two 
fupcrb fountains in front, is the moft 
diftinguiftied. The town is fortified, 
and appears fufficiently ftrong to keep 
out an army of revolted peafantry, the 
only purpofe to which fortifications in 
Switzerland have for two or three cen- 
turies paft been applied. 

At the gate we were compelled to 
undergo a long ceremonial of exami-? 
nation,, and were referred from one 
committee of guards to another before 
we were fuffered to enter, though our 
paflports were in perfe6l order, and bore no 

mif- 
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mifchievous traces of intelligence with 
France. We had been previoufly told^ 
that perfons coming from that country, 
except fuch as came without paflports, 
had in this town been fubje6led to in- 
fult, and even danger ; nor were we 
furprized at this intelligence, having 
heard from M. Barthelemy himfelf the 
mode of his expulfion from the accuf- 
tomed refidence of the French ambaf- 
fadors at Soleure, 

The government of this Canton is an 
oligarchy, like that of Lucerne, coni- 
pofed of a council of one hundred and 
one, including the thirty-five' members 
of the fenate who form the executive 
power. There is fomething liberal ih 
the exercife of privilege in this Canton 
compared with that of Lucerne ; here 
.the places of honour or profit are dis- 
tributed amongft thirty families, while 

at 
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at lAiccrnc the influence and principal 
offices of the State are confined to ten 
or twelve. 

Although Soleure had relaxed fome- 
thing of the fe verity of its features to* 
wards France iince the retreat of the 
coalesced armies acrofs the Rhine, and 
the arrival of the Prufsian envoy at 
Bafil to treat of peace, there „ was yet 
jio fuch demonftration of the return of 
the old cordiality as could make even 
a flight refidence agreeable to thofe 
who were friends to the caufe of li- 
berty ; and remaining but a fufficient 
time to view the city, and its charm- 
ing environs, we continued our journey 
to Bienne. 

prt the Toad to Bienn?, which lies 
along the foot of the Jura, we beheld 
one of the grandeft views which Swit- 
zerland 
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zeriand had yet prefented to our ad- 
miration. In pioft of its Cantons fome 
fnowy mountain forms the background 
of the pi6hire; but here we faw dif- 
played in all their majefty the whole 
Chain of Alps from St. Gothard to the 
take of Geneva ; forming one vaft world 
of Glaciers, behind whofe towering 
peaks Mount Blanc reared its auguft 
and fublimeft head. Although but at 
the diftance of fifty or fixty miles, we 
were fo placed that the eye could take 
In at one view this mighty range of 
mountain. The fun lighted up the hills 
by which we were feparated from the 
chain of Alps long after its fetting orb had 
funk behind Mount Jura from our view ; 
but the fhadowy gradations of twilight 
had fallen both on hill ,and valley, 
when the moft vivid hue of the We 
from every alpine peak reflected the 
folar beams, and. flufhed the wide he- 

mifphere 
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mifphere with one bright tint of fplert- 
dour* 



Bienne is a neat fmall town, fitu&ted 
near the lake which bears its name, 
celebrated in modern ftory as having 
been the retreat of Roufleau, who lived 
for fome time on the ifland of St. 
Pierre, and was compelled, at length, 
to feek .refuge in Paris from the per- 
fecution of the Republics of Switzer- 
land. The French Government, in right 
of the . poflefsion of the Bifhoprick of 
Bafil, now the department of Mount 
Terrible, is Sovereign of the State of 
Bienne ; but as obje<5ts of more impor- 
tance at that time occupied its attention, 
the great and little councils to whom 
the adminiftration of State affairs be- 
longs of right, took care alfo, during 
the inter-regnum, of the Sovereignty. 
The- Mayor of the town is the repre- 

fen- 
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Tentative of this Sovereign, whofe power 
is merely nominal, and whofe revenues 
are fcarcely more than fufficient to 
pay the falary of his treafurer. The 
• Jeo-tilative power of the State is entrufted 
to the great council, the little council 
wield the fceptre ; and, as in cafe of 
vacancies, thefe two bodies name the 
fucceeding members, the government is 
purely ariftqcratical. 

. It was our good fortune to alight at 
an inn of which the matter, Mr. Wizard, 
is great connfellor and treafurer of the 
State.. The company at Mr. Wizard's 
table, which was well furnifhed, con- 
fined of fenatorsof Bienne, and French 
emigrants. Mr. Wizard was deeply 
{killed in the political affairs of Europe*; 
and infinuated, that had his advice been 
followed, matters would have been dif- 
ferently arranged between the Swifs 

Cantons 
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Cantons and France. " I have obferved," 
faid this fenator, " with great concern, 
the part which our allies have taken 
in this difpute, and fyave highly difap- 
proved of the conduct of our neigh- 
* hours the Canton of Berne. We/* added 
he, " have evinced very different difpo- 
fitions; when every power in Europe 
was coalefced againft the French Repub- 
lic, the town of Bienne took her by 
the hand ; and furely thofe who ftrug- 
gle for liberty ought not to fail for 
want of afsiftance." As Mn Wizard 
proclaimed thefe opinions before emi- 
grants and Englifh, there could be no 
hypocrify in his fentiments ; nor can 
there be any impropriety in this tefti- 
mony to his zeaL 

No doubt, Jiad his advice in favour 
of the French Republic been followed, 
he would have given his vote with 

alacrity 
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alacrity for the augmentation of her 
military force by the contingent of 
Bienne, which, I believe, amounts to 
fourteen men. 

The journals of travellers in Switzer 
land are filled with complaints of 
heavy impofitions at the inns, nor do 
they murmur without caufe ; but the 
fentiments of Mr. Wizard are, no doubt, 
elevated in proportion to his rank ; he 
fcorns to impofe upon the traveller, 
and his houfe is one of the cheapeft 
as well as the beft in all Switzerland. 
In making this declaration, I only add 
my feeble teftimony to that of a dif- 
tinguifhed croud, whofe names were 
contained in two enormous packets 
which he produced in order to fhew 
me how many of my countrymen had 
been his guefts. Each perfon at his 
departure had left a little certificate, 
Vol. II. L dating 
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ftating that he who figned it was per- 
fectly fatisfied with Mr. Wizard, 

Old and young, patricians and; plebeians, 
lords and commons, were all fatisfied 
with Mr. Wizard ; this was the burden 
of the fong from perfons of all coun^ 
tries arid conditions; I never remember 
to have met with fo many uniform 
opinions on the fame fubje6t. We had 
examined a multitude of thefe teftimo- 
flics, when Mr. Wizard, pafsing haftily 
over Counts, Dukes and Princes, fnatched 
up eagerly a fcrap of paper which he 
exclaimed was a certificate that he 
would not lofe for twenty louis. From 
the glow on the countenance of Mr. 
Wizard, and the energy with which he 
fpoke, I gueffed that it was at leaft 
the tribute of an Emperor. " There," 
added he, throwing it with a look of 
triumph on the table, " there is the 

name 
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name of the firft man in Europe." 
We looked to difcover who was thus 
elevated in our hoft's opinion, and read, 
with that fort of perfonal pride which we 
feel in thofe powers of genius that give dif- 
tin6lion to our own country, the fig- 
nature of Charles Fox. 

From the fovereignty of the French 
Republic, we patted in a few: hours 
through a charming country, into that 
of the King of Prufsia; the refpe6live 
fubje6ts of thefe two Powers were living 
in good hatanony with each other in 
Switzerland, while their fellow-fubje6ts 
on the Rhine were employed in mutual 
Slaughter. 

Neufchatel is pleafantly fituated on 

an ample lake, of which the waters, 

agitated by a ftorm, were flufhed with 

deep tints of green and purple. This 

L 2 town 
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town forms part of the dominions of 
the Prufsian monarch, but from the 
privileges which it pofleffes, is exempted 
from engaging in any projects hoftile 
to its own opinions or intereft. The 
government of the town and diftridt is 
a confufion of powers not well defined ; 
but it would appear from the induftry 
and opulence of the inhabitants, com- 
pared with many other parts of Swit- 
zerland, together with the works that 
iflued from the prefles of Neufchatel 
during the French monarchy, that 
Prufsian defpotifm did not weigh on 
them with too heavy an hand. Since 
the celebrated controverfy, which arofc 
between Petit -pierre and his bre- 
thren the clergy of Neufchatel, ref- 
pefting the eternity of hell torments; 
in which opinion the former was fup- 
portcd by Frederick the Great, no 
conteft refpe6ting prerogative or privilege 

has 
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Jias taken place. The King, Petit-pierre, 
and Marfhal Keith, with their do&rine 
of final falvation, were, after long dif- 
cufsion, obliged to quit the field ; the 
clergy niaihtained their privileges, and 
the King declared that " puifqu'ils 
avoient fi fort a coeur d'etre damnes 
eternellement," he fhould no longer op- 
Pofe their determination. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

Exeurjions round NeufchateL^-Morat.—OJTuary*^ 
Jvenches.~-Moudon.—Pays de Vaud. — View of 
the Lake and Mountains.— Laufanne. — Geneva, 

jljLFTER making various excurfions round 
Neufchatel, to the villages of Locle, 
Chaujc, de Fond, and as far as Yverdun, 
we returned by the lake to Morat, im- 
mortalized for the victory gained by the 
Swifs over the Burgundians and Charles 
the Bald, whofe bones are preferved, ac^ 
cording to the quaint infcription on the 
Ofluary, by the road-fide, as a monu-? 
ment of themfelves left by the invaders. 

According to the hiftorians of thefe 
times, this vi6tory, though it fecured the 
liberties of the Swifs, was fatally counter- 
balanced by the lofs of that fimplicity 
£nd honourable mediocrity which hacj 

hithertQ 
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Jiitherto preferved their independence. 
Philip de Commines details the flory 
with his accuildmed naivete, and without 
fufpe&ing the confequences *. 

*«Si Dieu, dit I'hiftorien, n'euft delaiffe ledit > 
DuCy il ri'eft pas apparent qu'il fe fut mis en peine, 
four fi peu de chofe, veu les offres qui lui avoient 
ete feits, et contre quelles gens il avoit a faire, ou il 
n'y pouvoit avoir nul acqueft, ni nulle gloire. Car 
pour lors les Suiffes n'etoient point eftimes commc ils 
font pour cette heure, et n'etoit rien plus pauvre ; et 
fi oui dire a un chevalier des leurs, qui avoient ete 
des premiers ambaffadeurs qu'ils avoient envoyes 
devers le dit Due, qu'ils avoient dit en faifant leurs 
reaionftrance9' pour le demeuvoir de cette guerre, que 
entreux ne pouvoit rien gagner, car leur pays etoit 
tres fterile, et pauvre, et qu'ils n'avolt nuls bons 
prifonniers, et qu'il ne croyoit pas que les efperons et 
mords des chevaux de fon oft ne vaufifTent plus 
d'argent que tous ceux de leur territorie ne pourroient 
payer de finance fi'ils etoient pris — Kflais les depouilles 
4e fon oft enricherent fort ces pauvres gens de Suifle 
qui de prime face, ne connurent les biens qu'ils eurent 
en^ leur mains, et par efpeciel les plus ignorants." 
Philip de Commines, Lib. v. Ch. j. 

L4 At 
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At Avenches, the clafsic ground of 
Switzerland, we went to fee the teflelated 
pavement, which was ihewn to us by a 
peafaht, who has the charge of this relick 
of antiquity, or rather of the tobacco- 
leaves which overfpread it ; for there 
they remain, in fpite of the juft re- 
monftrances of Mr. Cox. Every pafsing 
ftranger may take up as many fragments 
as fuits his humour of this curious pave- 
ment, which, in a country of tafte, would 
be preferved with religious care. We 
alfo vifited the remains of the Amphi- 
theatre in the Bailiff's Garden, the marble 
pillar, and other monuments which de- 
note the former grandeur of the Capital 
of antient Helvetia. Similar monuments 
have been difcovered in the neighbour- 
hood of the lake of Neufchatel, particu- 
larly at Cheyres. 

From Avenches, we proceeded to Mou- 
don, which was the antient capital of 

the 
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the Pays de Vaud, before it fell under 
the dominion of the Canton of Berne. 
At prefent it only ferves to yield a re- 
venue to fome Sovereign Burgher of 
Berne, who, under the pame of Bailiff, 
lives in a fine chateau, which, perched 
on a rock, raifes its fpiral towers at 
Larchens, about a league from Moudon, 
and which once belonged to the dig- 
nitaries of the Pays de Vaud. Wherever 
we met with palaces or caftles in this 
country, it was unneceflary to inquire 
to whom they belonged, fince the in- 
habitant never failed to be a Bailiff of 
the fovereign Canton of Berne. 

We pafled fome days in the Pays de 
Vaud, which, rich in charming pafio- 
ral fcenery, doping lawns, embowering 
groves, and lovely cultivated hills, 
crowned with the bare peak of a wooded 
cliff, half-veiled by clufiering foliage, re- 
minded 
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ininded me of the mod beautiful parte 
ef England. The Pays de Vaud is not 
only enchanting, in its foft perfpe&ives, 
to the lover of nature, but fertile in every 
p*odu£tion for the fupport' or enjoyment 
of life. In fuch a country, Defpotifm 
itfeif could fcarcely weigh heavy enough 
with its iron hand, to crufli the inhabitant 
beneath opprefsion. The fruitfulnefs of 
the foil keeps pace with the exactions of 
avarice ; and the fubject-peafant, though 
robbed of his rights, finds fome coropenfa- 
tion in the bounty of nature. We left thefe 
Arcadian Vales, and afcended the chain 
of hills that encircle the Lake of Geneva; 
where, in ftrong contrail to the mild 
pi&ure of the Pays de Vaud, we gazed 
once more on rocks and mountains,, 
rudely hanging over the oppofite banks of 
the lake, and whofe tops were whitened 
by new-fallen fnovv. In the back ground 
rofe the Alps, covered with their un- 
varied 
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varied lhroud. n As we descended the hills, 
we beheld the fpacious Lake ftretching 
its ample waters along the bafe of this 
ridge of mountains, fax as the eye could 
reach j and our path to Laufanne, leading 
along vine-covered hills, and difplaying 
at one view the luxuriant charms of 
freauty, and the awful ,wildnefs of terrific 
grandeur, furnifhed 'all thofe combina^ 
tions of imagery which croud the dreams 
of the poet. 

Probably no town of Europe is better 
frtuated than Laufanne to delight the 
traveller by its pi&urefque views, or more 
inconveniently placed for a conftant re- 
sidence. This town is, for the mod part, 
either abyfs or mountain ; the ftreets 
communicate with each other by long 
flights of fteps, down which you defcend 
into What was formerly a ravin, in order 
to afcend, on the other fide,. what muft 

once 
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once have been a precipice. Since many- 
other fpots might have been chofen for 
a city, either nearer the lake for the 
fake of commerce, or higher up for de- 
fence, it feems ftrange that the foundati- 
ons fhould have been laid in a place above 
all others the lead fituated for habitual 
accommodation. We found Laufanne 
filled with emigrants from France, and 
alfo from Geneva, the Jacobins of that 
Republic having, at the clofe of the reign 
of Robefpierre, perpetrated fome of thofe 
atrocious a6ts which had fo long defo- 
t lated France. 

The Republic of Geneva, by a general 
infurre&ion in the beginning of 1789, 
had thrown off the chains which a de- 
fpotic magiftracy, {even years before, 
aided by the combined armies of France, 
Berne, and Sardinia, had impofed on 
their fellow citizens. Although, in this 

in* 
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inflance, fhe fpoke the prologue to the 
drama of the French Revolution, which 
happened fome months after, fhe has 
fince never failed to play the after-piece 
to all its eventful tranfitions. 

Of five clafles of inhabitants belonging 
to Geneva, two only, thofe of Citizens 
and Burghers, compofed the Sovereign 
Aflembly, improperly called, " General 
CounciL" — The clafles of natives, in- 
habitants, and houfe-keepers, enjoyed no 
political rights; thefe were the preroga- 
tives only of the two former. It may be 
eafily conceived that thofe three un- 
privileged clafles could not behold with 
indifference the eftablifhment and con- 
solidation of the French Revolution. 
They viewed its progrefs at firfl with 
fecret exultation, as a fure prefage of 
their own ; and a fociety at length was 
formed of the partizans of the hew 

fyftem, 
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fyftem, under the name of the Circle of 
Equality. The views of this fociety were 
altogether dire<5ted towards the eftablifh- 
ment of the juft principles of liberty, in 
defpite of the oppofition of the citizens, 
in whom the exclufive fovereignty was 
vefted, and alfo of fuch of the un- 
privileg^l, clafles as were attached to the 
exifting government from different cir- 
cumftances, or who had nothing to gain 
by a change. The demands of thefe ad- 
vocates for Equal Rights had hitherto 
been only whifpered ; but when the 
invafion of Savoy had taken place, at the 
clofe of the firft campaign, in 1792, the 
neighbourhood of the Republican army 
to Geneva emboldened thefe patriots to 
make remonftrances which had the air 
of authority, if not of menace. The 
great, and little councils, finding that 
a refufal or even delay under fuch circum- 
ftances would be attended with con- 
fid er able 
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fiderable danger, appeared to be con- 
vinced by the arguments of the peti- 
tiohers, arfd faffed a decree in favour of 
Equal Rights, with certain flight restric- 
tions ; and in order to give this decree 
the fandtion of the conftitutional form, 
they framed a fketch of a law which was 
to be fubmitted to the General Council. 
This preamble gave great offence to the 
friends of Equality, who were unwilling 
to receive as a gift what they felt was 
their right. The two parties immediately 
became exafperated againft each other* 
The ^Genevois who dreaded a Revolu- 
tion, being more numerous than thofe 
who wifhed it, folicited the commander 
of the military force to beat to arms, and 
ring the alarm-bell, in order to awe their 
adverfaries into filence. The Syndic 
of the Guard, Mr. Micheli Ducreft, to 
avoid the effufion of blood, refufed to 
comply with this requifition * r he not 
* . v only 
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only invited the partizans of the govern- 
ment, who were on guard at their pods 
in the city, to retire to their homes, but 
put into the hands of the leaders of the 
friends to Equal Rights the keys of the 
Park of Artillery. They were not tardy 
in taking advantage of this important ac- 
quifition. On the 1ft of December they 
made themfelves mafters of the place, 
the Red Cap was hoifted, Trees of Liberty 
were planted in different quarters of the 
town, on the 5th the Revolution was 
completed, and the triumphant party 
named fprty fele6t men, in order to or- 
ganize the new fyftem. On the 12th 
of December, the Anniverfary of the 
Efcaladi of 1602, Political Equality was 
proclaimed in the General Council ; and, 
the 28th of the fame month, the dif- 
miflal of the great and little councils, pro- 
mulgated in the name of the Deputies 
of the Nation, made way for two pro- 

vifioflal 
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visional committees, with the names of 
Committees of Safety, and Adminiftra- 
tion; which election was confirmed, the 
lad day of the year, by a fovereign 
aflembly, compofed of both the old and 
newly-admitted citizens. 

The Revolution being effected, the Ge- 
nevois were anxious to confirm it by a 
conftitution purely democratic. A Na- 
tional Aflembly, compofed of one hun* 
dred and twenty members, chofen among 
,the citizens of both parties, opened the 
fefsion the 25th of February, 1793. At 
the clofe of the year, the plan of the 
conftitution was printed, and fubmitted 
to the confideration of the people, and, 
on the 5th of February, 1794, was ac- 
cepted by the citizens aflembled in fove- 
reign council. This conftitutional edi6t, 
founded on the great principles of liberty, 
confecrated the rights of man, the di* 

Vol, II. M vifion 
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vifion of power, and the refponjibility of 
office, and though defective in many re- 
fpedts, and formed rather for a wealthy, 
extenfive ftate, than a fmall and circum- 
fcribed republic, was gladly received by 

• the great mafs of the people. The Gene-* 
vois were anxious fop the eftablifhment 
of a government which fhould protect 
their perfons arid properties, an advan* 
tage of which both parties had not had 
an equal enjoyment tinder the Pro- 
vijionary Regime, where many a<5ls of pik 
lage, cruelty, and even murder, had re- 
mained unpynifhed through the weak^ 
nefs or connivance of thofe in power. 
The new authorities who entered on 
office thfc 13th of April, were acknow- 
ledged by the governments of Berjie and 
Zurich, who had refufed tp correspond 
with the provifional committees; the 
magiftrates were refpe6ted, the prejudices 
and hatred of the different parties ap- 
peared 
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peared to be extin&, and order and har- 
mony completely reftored, when this 
happy ftate of calm and tranquillity was 
difturbed by the infurreftion of the 19th 
of July, and the fcenes to which it gave 
birth. 

The preceding evening, in a numerous 
fitting of the general Club of the Revo- 
lutionifts, fome of the leaders of. the 
party announced a confpiracy formed 
againft the Patriots, by the Ariftocrates, 
and the Engines *. On hearing this de- 
nunciation, the moft furious of the party 
moved for an immediate call to arms, in 
order to crufh the confpiracy, and punifh 
the traitors, while thofe who were more 
moderate, contended that the meeting of 
the fovereign council, which was to af* 

* The name given to thofe perfons who had takea 
no part in the Revolution. 

M a femble 
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femble the next day to decide on im- 
pofing fome urgent taxes, ought not to 
be difturbed by fuch a fudden, and pro- 
bably ill-founded alarm. While the Pre- 
sident was putting the queftion, about 
thirty of the mbft vehement members 
ran furioufly out of the hall, calling to 
arms, which gave an impulfe to others, 
and the whole tumultuoufly put them- 
felves in infurre6tion. 

Before day-break, revolutionary patrples 
had filled the ftreets, made domiciliary 
vifits, and arretted thofe of the Ari/iocrates^ 
and the E>nglui$ 9 who were the moft 
fufpe6ted. During the morning, the in- 
furgents made a proclamation, enjoining 
every revolution ift to arm for the f^fety 
of the country, and his own ; the meet* 
ing of the fovereign council was de* 
ferred, the feals were put on the effects 
&ijd papers of jnapy citizens, who were 
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imprifoned or abfent, various depreda- 
dations Were committed in the houfes 
of individuals, both in the town and 
country ; and all thofe who had taken n<J 
part in the Revolution were difarmedL 

The revolutionary clubs, whd corre-* 
fponded at that time with the Jacobin 
Society in France, and who had caught 
the contagion of their' fpirit, named a 
military commission, compdfed of feVeii 
members, to organize the infurre&idri* 
leaving every civil concetti under th£ 
direction of the conftitutiohal laws, and 
the legal authorities. The gates of the 
city were inftantly ftiut, divine worfhip 
was fufpended, and many of its minifters, 
refpe6lable for their age and Services* 
>yere dragged to houfes of confinement, 
where more than five hundred of their 
fellow citizens were heaped together 
during the moft feverifh heat of fummer. 
M3 On 
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On the demand of the military com- 
mittee, the infurre<5tionary clubs for/ned 
a revolutionary tribunal compofed of 
twenty-one members to try the pri- 
soners ; but the fentence of death could 
hot be put into execution till confirmed 
by the majority of the revolutionifts. 
The tribunal fat publicly in one of the 
halls of the Hotel de Ville, and brought 
firft to the bar thofe of the prifoners 
who were enregiftered under the deno- 
mination of the chief criminals, feven 
of whom were condemned to die. In 
conformity to this decree, the revolu- 
tiQnifls aflembled in arms in one of the 
public walks of the city called the 
National Lyceum, to fan6tion, or annul 
in whole, or in part, the fentence of 
the tribunal. The leaders expelled from 
this affembly every perfon who was not 
known for a decided revolutioriift, and, 
after this epuration, gave their votes by 

white 
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white and black ballsy the former of 
which denoted an acquittal, and the 
lattef death. Three of thofe who were 
condemned by the tribunal were faved 
by this operation ; but as . they were 
members of patrician families, and had 
held the firft places in the State, fe- 
veral of the revolutionifls, heated by 
wine which had been plentifully la- 
vifhed on the occafion, exclaimed in a 
rage, that there was a plot to fave 
the ariftocrats who ought all to perifh. 
Whilft others more moderate were en- 
deavouring to filence, or perfuade them, 
that they ought to yield to the decifion o 
the majority, a group of the mod favage 
amongft them withdrev^ from the rank$, 
and ran to the prifons to feize the feven 
victims, whom they brought au pas de 
chargt into the fatal circle. The mo- 
derate party were, by this time, con- 
fiderably diminifhed; a fquare battalion 
M 4 was 
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was formed ; the tribunal placed in the 
centre pronounced fentcnce of death on 
e even, who were immediately 
foot*. 

Some days after, two refpe6lable ma- 
giftrates, a financier, and a reputable 
tradesman, underwent the fame punifh- 
ment -f ; but the people were not con- 
futed on this occafion, becaufe at the 
requifition of the revolutionary judges, 
the clubs had decided that no further 



* The four citizens condemned by the tribunal were 
DtcombreSj lieutenant colonel of the regiment of Ge- 
neva, Murrier^ Ch$naud y and Fiviors Decor ^ watch- 
makers :•— thofe acquitted by the people were Cayla y Ex- 
Syndic, Prevofi Cabanis y procureur generate, Derocb- 
mentj counsellor. 

t The citizens who were condemned by the tribunal 
were Fatio y Ex-Syndic, Naville y Ex-procureur, Andead, 
a banker, and De Lorme % a watch-maker. 



ap- 
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appeal fhould me made, to the nation 
to confirm any fentence ; but that two- 
thirds of the votes of the tribunal fhould 
be fufficient for fentence of death. On 
the 11th of Auguft this fatal tribunal 
ended its fittings, after having con- 
demned thirty-feven perfons to death, 
of which, twenty-fix were abfent; an 
hundred to banifhment; about three 
hundred to imprifonment ; fome for 
life ; others for different terms, and 
the remainder were difcharged with a 
few revolutionary admonitions. 

One of the caufes of the ihfurre&ion 
Jiad been the want of money : the 
reign of terror came in aid of the ex- 
hausted finances, and the indigent jaco-j 
bins. When tfye clubs named the mem- 
bers of the tribunal, they chofe alfo a 
revolutionary commifsion which de- 
clared 
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clared null and void every Notorial A6t 
paffed fmce the 18th July* fequeftered 
the goods of thofe who were imprifoned, 
or who being abfent, were found guilty ; 
forbade the export of coin, goods, or 
plate ; decreed that all filver furniture 
ihould be carried to the Mint} that 
every perfon fhould declare the ftate of 
his fortune ; that heavy contributions 
Ihould be levied on the ariftocrats ; 
others lefs exorbitant oh the Englouts, 
and fome flill more moderate on the 
rich Patriots. The produce of thefe 
taxes and feizures were employed for 
the moft part to falary the revolutionifls 
who had fupported the infurredtion, 
the members of the military committee 
of the tribunal and revolutionary com- 
mifsion. While the commifsion was de- 
ciding on, and levying the contributions 
which the infurgents had declared due . 

to 
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td the country by the enemies of the 
revolution, it changed its financial occu- 
pations into functions far more dreadful, 
and a fecond revolutionary tribunal was 
foon after ere&ed. For more than a 
year paft a popular fociety under the 
name of " Mountaineers, Centinels of LU 
forty" had been formed at Geneva : the 
views of the leaders in this fociety were 
to deftroy the conftituted authorities, 
and to diforganize the revolution : a 
plan was diftributed in the name of 
thefe Mountaineers, and amongft the 
different popular focieties, containing 
amongft other propofitions, that of ar- 
resting all thofe citizens who had com- 
pofed the Genevefe authorities from 
the 28th December, 1792, to the pre- 
fent period : this proje6t included va- 
rious clafles, from the firft merchant 
to the lowed tradefman ; thefe ultra- 
revolutionary propofitions alarmed the 

rq- 
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revolutionifts, who immediately fhut up 
the club of Mountaineers, imprifoned 
the leaders, and put the reft of the 
members under arreft at their own 
houfes. The Patriots then ordered the 
revolutionary commifsion to form itfelf 
into a revolutionary tribunal, and to do v 
juftice to the enemies of independence, 
the factions of anarchy, the ariftocrats 
and Englouis who had efcaped the vi- 
gilance of the former tribunal. The 
firft who appeared at the bar of this 
new tribunal, were the Anarchifts, and 
enemies of independence, leaders in the 
infurredtion of the 19th of July; four 
of whom, after being heard in their 
defence, were condemned to death as 
traitors to their country; a few mem- 
bers of the Mountaineer-fociety were 
fentenced to perpetual banilhment; 
others to the fame punifhrftent for dif- 
ferent periods; fome were deprived of 

their 
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their political rights, and the greateft 
number, who had only been mifled, 
were difmifled with a fraternal admo- 
nition. At this period a national corn- 
rnifsion was formed ; the revolutionary com- 
mifsion was diflblved, and was fucceeded 
by a cornmifsion of liquidation, which un- v 
dertook to weigh- the purfes of the 
Genevois, and tax them according to 
their weight, and the political opinions 
of their pofleflbrs. 

The inhabitants of the country, who 
had feen nothing in the Revolution of 
1792, but an exemption from taxes, re- 
fufed with obflinate perfeverance to pay 
any contribution, and concluded with 
givipg little. A revolt in the garrifon of 
the town was appeafed, and punifhed 
by the breaking of two cothpanies of 
cannoneers. Commerce, difengaged by 
degrees from revolutionary requifitions, 

re- 
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refumed a free courfe ; a part of the pro- 
duce of the extraordinary taxes was ufe- 
fully applied to patriotic eftablifhmcnts, 
to the advancement of the fciences and 
arts, and the encouragement of literature. 
All the titles of former citizenfhip, all 
the parchments of the privileged orders, 
were publicly burnt on the day of the 
national feftival ; and the petitions of 
numbers of qitizens prefented to the revo- 
lutionary clubs to obtain a revifion of 
their judgment, were favourably heard, 
and juftice became* as in France* once 
more the order of tlje day, 

•Geneva, true to its prototype, as foon 
jas France had formed a conftitution^ 
formed or changed its conftitution alfoj 
in which, however, there is this fingular 
diftin6tion, that, whilft a catholic coun* 
try, France, admits partizans of every 
religion, the Jew, Mahometan, and Pro- 
tectant, 
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teftant, to an equal participation of rights, 
the Genevan fhuts the door flernly againft 
Catholics, and fhfinks almoft from its 
liberality in having admitted the follower 
of Luther. This narrow fpirit of bigotry 
is confined to the lower clafles of the 
people ;, and the attempts hitherto made 
by its more enlightened citizens to change 
the opinion that Catholicifin and flavery 
are not jieceflarily connected, have been 
unfuccefsful. It is not unworthy of ob- 
servation, that the great religious Re- 
former of Geneva, who has given his 
name to the moft extenfive portion of the 
Proteftant world, fhpuld have ri vetted the 
chains of religious defpotifm, while he 
became, by his political inftitutions, the 
father of civil liberty in Europe. Thefe 
fpots in the conftitution of Geneva will 
perhaps vaniih after a few years of inde- 
pendence, provided it can maintain the 
due balance, between its attractive and 

re- 
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repulfive forces, when placed within the 
orbit of fo mighty a planet as the French 
Republic. 

Laufanne to Vevay lies along the bor- 
der of the .lake, which, feen from its 
level in the direction towards the valley 
from which its waters flow, to that point 

^ where they again become a river, appears 
likfe a wide arm of the fea. On the 
right, the dufky rocks of Chablais fkirted 

v the oppofite ihores, while above our path 
on the left, the pendant vines, though 
now defpoiled of their purple clufters, 
fpread their faded drapery along the 
lofty hills. 

At the diftance of a mile from Vevay, 
our ears were ftruck with founds which 
we had not heard fince our arrival in * 
Switzerland, Thefe were the Marfeillois 
march, proceeding from a band of mufic, 

which 
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which the turn of an angle of the road 
brought within our view, and which was 
followed by a numerous band of young 
men, who, With great good-humour and 
gaiety, hailed us by the long unheard falu- 
tations of 44 Bon jour, citoyens ; Bon jour, 
citoyennes." We anfwered thefe repub- 
lican compliments in the fame ftyle in 
which they were made, and concluded 
that this was a groupe of the new French 
citizens of Mont Blanc, who had croffed 
the lake for the purpofe of a feftival. The 
day, alas ! proved no feftival to this gay 
troop, as I fhall have occafion to relate. 



Vol. II- N CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

lfevay.-~Chateau de Chilian. — St. Maurice. ~~Pr of crip- 
tion of French Newfpapers, and French Principles. 
—Torrdnt of Salenches .~+Sion Government^ and Def~ 
potifm of the higher Vqllais. — Revolt of the lower 
Vallais. — Miferable Fate of the Infurgents. 

V EVAY is efteemed the moft beauti- 
ful town in the Pays de Vaud. The 
hills, fertile to their -fummits in corn 
and -\vine r which had hitherto fkirted 
the kke, forming a rich and beautiful 
amphitheatre, here rife into mountains, 
which gradually fwelled at no great 
diftance into part of that immenfe 
chain of Alps that form the fouthern 
barrier of Switzerland. 

Vevay is the principal port for the 
commerce of the Vallais, and formerly 
of Savoy, with the latter of which, now 

lOrm- 
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forming part of the French Republic, 
there was no more friendly communi- 
cation than could be well avoided. The 
country around Vevay, where Roufleau 
has placed the fcene of his charming 
romance, is become clafsic ground. 1 ' 
On our left, as we journeyed towards 
the Vallais, we pafled the village of 
Clarens, embofomed in trees. • at the 
foot of a mountain; farther on is the 
caftle of Chillon, feated in the lake; 
over which, on the oppofite fide, hang 
the dark rocks of Meillerie. It would 
be hopelefs to attempt a new fketch of 
thefe enchanting regions after the glow- 
ing defcription of Roufleau, which has 
already been fo often detailed by the 
hundred fentimental pilgrims, who, with " 
Heloife in hand, run over the rocks and 
mountains to catcli the lover's infpira- 
tioii. All in nature is ftitt romantic, 
wild, and graceful, as Roufleau has 
N 2 painted 
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painted it; but the foothing, charm a£ 
fociated with the moral feeling, is in 
fome fort diflblved. The foft image of 
the impafsioned Julia no longer hovers 
around the caftle of Chillen; which is 
now converted into a Swifs Baftilc, and 
.guarded by a ftern foldiery. The tear 
of fcnfibility which has fo often been 
fhed over this fpot for the woes . of 
fi£Hon, may now fall for forrows that 
have the dull reality of exiftence. It 
is not the; imaginary maternal fhriek 
that pierces the ear, it is the groan of 
the 7 patriot rifing from the floor of his 
damp dungeon that rends the heart. 

We rambled through this romantic 

fcenery a considerable part of the day, 

which, it being now the feafon when 

, the " teeth of the Jaman begin to 

whiten," had drawn quite to its clofe 

before 
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before we reached the village of Bex, 
celebrated for its extenfive falt-works. 

We had now entered the lower Val- 
lais, that immenfe gulph which fepa- 
rates the double range of Alps and 
Glaciers that divide Switzerland from 
Italy; and which, branching, off from 
the mafs that forms St. Gothard, flightly 
diverge from each other for nearly an 
hundred miles t o the lake of Geneva, 
formed by the Rhone that rifes at the 
farther extremity of the Vallais. 

When we reached St. Maurice, we 
had attained the furtheft limits of Swifs 
territory, Here begins the government 
of the democracy of the Vallais. The 
clofing mountains are connected by a 
wooden gate which locks up the Re- 
public, and forbids all entrance to thofe 
who ihrink from examiriation. A bridge 
N 3 of 
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of one arch thrown over the Rhone afc 
this pafs is efteemed a fine' monument 
of Roman architecture. On the rocks 
rifing frpm the water is tmiit the caftle 
of the Bailiff, to whom is committe4 
the important charge of excluding all 
French principles, and all French newf- 
papers, the Gazette of Berne excepted j 
this we faw notified \>y a placard ftuck 
on the wall, which dated the various 
degrees of corporal punilhment to be in*? 
flicked on thofe who fhould indulge 
themfelves in difcufsions on the prin- 
ciples of Government, or be guilty of the 
overt a6fc of receiving or reading the papers, 

About two leagues beyond St. Maurice, 
we came within the found of the ca? 
tara<5t of Salenche ; which, on afcend-r 
iag the little eminence that concealed 
it frpm our view, we beheld pouring 
from, an enormous height its divided 

fixearo* 
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fixeams which ufed to rufh down the 
perpendicular rock in one broad ftreet, 
producing a far fublimer effe6t ; but the 
artificer, whofe little mill is placed 
near the fall, informed us, that fome 
months before he had obtained per- 
mifsion of the Bailiff, or Abbot of St. 
Maurice, to apply part of the torrent 
to hi& ufe, which he contrived to do 
by rolling rocks into the dream above., 
and dividing its current, 

jHad the Abbot furnifhed the poor 
cottager with the means of directing 
part of the water to his mill after it 
had defcended, which, with a fmall ex- 
pence he could have done, his bene- 
volence would have deferved applaufe ; 
but to arreft with profane hand the 
wdters at their eagle-height, and turn 
them from their headlong pathway* was 
N 4 a facri- 
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a facrilegious attempt on the majefty 
of the catara&j never to be forgiven. 

From the town of Martinach we pro- 
ceeded to Sion, the capital of the Vallais f 
The Biftiop's palace is pleasantly feated 
on an ejnirience which commands a 
noble view of the furrounding moun- 
tains, and finely cultivated plain, through 
which the Rhone winds fmoothly along. 

The government of the Haut Vallais 
is democratic, being divided into feven 
departments, each of which, fends a 
member chofen by the whole body of 
the niale inhabitants, aboye the age of 
fourteen years, to the congrefs, which 
is held twice a year, £nd is compofed 
of thefe feven members, the Bifhop and 
Prefident of the Republic, who is chofen 
by this aflembjy for two years. As thefq 
deputies are named annually, and can 

neve? 
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uever fwerve from the inftru&ions they 
receive from their conftituents, there 
feems nothing in the inftitution that is 
unfavourable to liberty ; but, unfortu- 
nately, the fame vices that prevail in 
the democracies of Switzerland, and the 
Grifons, have alfo their influence in 
the Vallais. This liberty, fuch as it is, 
belongs* to the Haut Vallais alone. A 
rivulet that flows from the mountains 
at fome little diftance below Sion, mark* 
the difference between the fovereign 
3i>d the fubje£fc f 

At the clofe of the fifteenth century 
the inhabitants of both the 'upper and 
Ipwer Vallais had joined their forces 
to overthrow the power of the Bifhop ; 
but quarrelling afterwards for the di- 
vifion of the fpoil, a bloody combat 
enfued, and ended in the difcomfiture 
jpf the lower Vallais, which has remained 

fub- 
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fubje6l fince that period, and is go- 
verned, like other fubje&s of the Swifs 
Cantons, by Bailiffs. Of this fubje6tion 
the lower Vallais is fometimes very 
fenfibly reminded by their fovereigns 
of the mountains. About four years 
fince, thefe Vaflals had fo far forgot- 
ten their allegiance, as to break out 
into open revolt; the Bailiff of Mon- 
they, having thought fit to throw one of 
thefe fubje6ts into prifon becaufe he 
refufed to pay an extraordinary fine, 
the people of the lower Vallais con- 
ceived an opinion that they had a 
right to rM themfelvcs of both Bailiff 
and Sovereigns. This a6t of treafon and 
rebellion was, however, punifhed in a 
very exemplary manner. The demo- 
crats of the higher Vallais no fooner 
heard of this atrocious attempt of their 
fubje<5ts, than without deigning to ufe 
the military appareil of cannon, or j 

waiting 
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waiting to organize an army, they 
poured down from their mountains with 
pitchforks, fpades, threfhing flails, and 
ropes, as the Syracufans armed with 
whips marched againft their flaves, and 
fell upon the infurgents without mode- 
ration or mercy t 

The fate of war hung doubtful, when 
the fympathetic government of Berne, 
difplaying a juft horror at this difloyal 
conduct, the poor Vallaifans being placed 
between two fires, were compelled to 
yield unconditional fubmifsion ; and the 
Chiefs of thefe new dflertors of the rights 
of man, expiated their crimes againft 
their irritated fovereigns at the gallows. 

We went no further than Sion, which 
is only the entrance of the higher 
Vallais, and had therefore no opportu- 
nity of contemplating the Golden Age, 

which 
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which is faid to be in full bloom above. 
I have often admired the charming 
picture which Roufleau traces of the 
inhabitants of thofe regions ; but I con- 
jfefs that the knowledge of the hanging 
fcene in the lower Vallais has very fen- 
frbly diminifhed my refpedl for the So- 
vereigns of the mountain. The iron 
hand of oppression is not the only evil 
that is felt by this fubje<5t-race ; from 
whatever caufes, phyfical or moral, it 
proceeds, a number of the inhabitants 
are afflivfted by the mod humiliating 
of all the vifitations of heaven, Idiotifm. 
This flate, unfelt by the individual, is 
not even by his family confidered as a 
misfortune. The poor objedi, whofe 
ftupid dare, lolling tongue, diflorted 
laugh, and inarticulated founds, affe<5t 
the traveller with horror* is, from fome 
kind fuperftition, cherifhcd in this re- 
gion as the favourite of heaven, and 

fecure 
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fecure of receiving all the tender cares 
of humanity. Another fpe6iacle of dif- 
guft which this country prefents, is the 
excrefcence on the neck, known by 
the name of Goitres, and which is often 
aflbciated with Idiotifm. The lower 
Vallais, notwithftaftding the habitual in- 
dolence of the inhabitants, feems well 
cultivated wherever it is capable of cul- 
tivation. This plain is fometimes buried 
beneath the overflowing waters of the 
Rhone, which, when fwollen by the 
torrents, difdain other fliores than the 
chain of mountains which bounds the 
country. But whatever may be the 
national or moral defe&s of this re- 
gion, the inhabitants feem to feel a ftron^ 
perfuafion that they enjoy the peculiar 
favour of the Supreme Being, and have 
expreffed this fentiment by infcribing 
from the pfalms, on the portal of the 
towa-houfe, in broad letters, " The Lord 

lovetk 
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loveth the gates of Sion more than all 
the tabernacles of Jacob/* 

We had intended, on our return to 
Martinach, to vifit the Fathers on the 
fummit of the great St. Bernard, but 
were prevented by hearing that a con- 
siderable quantity of fnow had jud fallen ; 
which, according to our hod's informa- 
tion, would require two or three days 
previous treading by other paffengers, 
before we ought ourfelves to afcend. 
This honed Vallaifan amufed us with 
a long hidory of the Lords and Dukes 
whom he had led acrofs thofe lofty 
regions; and, in order to infpire us at 
once with refpe6l and confidence, told 
us he had even conducted a prince of 
the blood-royal of England, and the 
King of Prufsia* 

" Nothing 
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Nothing alarmed us more during the 
latter part of our travels in Switzerland 
than intelligence of the intimacy of 
our inn-keeper with the great. We 
had already been tolerably taxed at 
Bellinzone in confequence of the mag- 
nificent ideas of expence which our 
landlord had acquired by conducing 
the charming Duchefs of Devonfhire 
over St. Gothard. We were perfe&ly 
aware that the imperial honours and 
trophies which bloomed around our hoft 
at Martinach, portended no good to 
our plebeian purfes, and therefore, with- 
out waiting till the fnows were har- 
dened, we ordered our horfes and re- 
turned to Vevay. 



y 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Fribourg.— Romantic Situations. — Government^ and 
Tyranny of the Canton. — Revolt of the People. — Aft- 
ferable Fate of the Infurgents* 

We pafled the laft fine days of au- 
tumn on the delightful banks of the 
lake of Geneva, and after various ex- 
curfions in the Pays de Vaud, returned 
by the Canton of Fribourg to Berne. 

The general afpe6l of this country 
prefents inexhauftible beauties to the 
lover of landfcape; but no part of it 
is more romantic than the town and 
neighbourhood of Fribourg itfelf. We 
had imagined that the firft inhabitants 
of Laufanne had fele6ted the mod id- 
convenient fpot in the country on 
which to build their city ; but found 
that the genius of the ancient Fri- 

burghers 
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burghers had far furpaffed them in this 
fpecies of choice. A fmjill part of the 
town is built on level ground, thd' reft 
is perched among rocks arid cliffs, form- 
ing an atiemblage of the moft grotefque 
fituations. . The houfes are in general 
fpacious, and well built; mafty of the 
public edifices are dedicated to religion, 
this Canton being eminently devout 
and catholic. The Cathedral is re- 
markable for its folidity and elegance; 
but the town, however agreeable to the 
pafeing traveller from its pi6ti|refque 
fituation, wears a folitary and chearlefs 
afpedt. 

The government of Fribourgi like thofe 
of Lucerne and Soleure, is a confirmed 
ariftocracy. The power is centered in , 
the hands of a council of two hun* 
dred, who, with various divifions, and 
fubdivifions of authority, hold the ab- 
Vol. II. O folate 
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folute fovereignty* Some modifications 
were made in their original conftitution 
fifteen or fixteen years fince, when the 
inhabitants of the Canton, irritated at 
the various depredations committed on 
their perfons and properties by that 
portion pf the lovereign called Bailiffs, 
aflejnbled together and befieged Fribourg 
itfelfc 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that in a 
long and varied excuriion through Swit- 
zerland, a country which has been laid 
to produce Arcadian wealth and happi- 
nefs to the lower claffes, we ftiould 
fcarcely have paflfed over a territory 
Which had" not been the fc6ne of a 
revolt. 

* The inhabitants of the Canton of Fri- 
bourg, like thofe of the lower Vallais, 
had not to fixuggie with their own ty- 
rants 
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fahte alone i thfe foyefeign council cooped 
within its Walls, liiight have beeh com- 
pelled to Capitulate to its fubje&s, had 
not the fympathetic Sovereign council 
of Berne, ftruck again with horror at 
this unparalleled and Sacrilegious outrage 
committed againft their ally, aifembled: 
inftantly its forces and marched to their 
relief* The infurgents were of courfe re* 
duced to reafon. The chiefs fated 
themselves from the ihamc of a public 
execution by throwing themfelves with 
defperation upon the bayonets of the fa* 
teffites fent to apprehend them ; and va- 
rious puniftiments were infli&ed on the 
reft. The French miniftry kindly lend- 
ing its afsiftance towards the prdervar 
tion of regular governments in Europe, 
although it had at that period disco- 
vered a different policy with refpe<9: to 
America, condescended to become the 
public executioner of the vengeance of 
O 2 tjh* 
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the Fribourg-magiftracy, and fent their 
victims to the gallies, whence they were 
releafed by ord6r of the firft National 
Aflembly. . A 

The infufrgerits being thus feverety? 
punifhed, it is natural to f»p|>ofe that 
the wrongs of which they: complained; 
were totally difregarded. Some, imalh 
changes were made in their conftitution> 
that gave a greater extenfion , of, powers 
to thofe families in the fovereign coun- 
cil who poflefled little or none preyious 
to this infurre6iion. To them the re-* 
bellion proved of advantage; but the 
.people were left in the fame iubjed 
ftate, ^fld Were permitted, according to 
a received opinion among the privileged 
orders of the prefetit day, to know no* 
things of the laws but to obey them- 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Arrival at Berne. — Berne. — Government.— *Mdde of 
Election.— « Authorities. 

V-IN our arrival at the gates of Berne, 
we were questioned with (tern feverity 
refpedting our country, our names, our 
profefsions, whence we came, whither 
we were going, and above all, what were 
the motives of our vifit. Nothing can be 
more calculated to deftroy all imprefsions 
of Swifs freedom than this abfurd kind of 
police, which has fo completely the air 
of defpotifm, and which is particularly 
difagreeable to an Englifh traveller, who 
recolle6ts that in his own country, Strang- 
ers from every quarter of the globe are 
received without inquiry or diftruft ; and 
are not fubje6t to the impertinent inter- 
rogations of officers civil or military. The 
^own of Berne, although the capital only 
3 of 
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of a Canton, may, from its elegance, rank 
with the capitals of extenfiye States ; but 
the public buildings, beautiful walks, 
and fublime profpe«5te pf this city, have 
often been deferibed. 

The French Revolution has had a con? 
fiderable influence on the political con? 
cerns of Berne. The fpvereignty of thjs 
Canton, like that pf the other ariftpcrati- 
cal Cantons of Switzerland, is centered in 
a great council, a fenate, which is a 
divifion of the former, and of magiftrates 
chpfen out of this latter body. The great 
council, called the two hundred, is in 
abfolute poflefsion of the fole and un* 
divided authority of the ftate, the imme? 
diate exercife of which is committed to 
th$ fenate, comppfed pf twenty-fever} 
members. The vacancies in the fenate 
are filled up by the great council, as thofe 
which take place among the members of 

thi? 
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this body are filled up by individuals, 
chofen principally among the burghers of 
Berne* The power of the government of 
this Canton is the leaft limited of any in 
Switzerland. In the great and important 
interefts of the ftate, both foreign and 
domeftic, fuch as levying taxes, or mak- 
ing war and peace, the citizens of Lu- 
cerne, Fribourg, and Soleure, affemble to 
deliberate and decide ; but at Berne 
nothing is lefs fovereign than the people, 
to -whom, in no cafe, is any appeal made, 
either for approbation or authority. All 
places of honour, authority, or profit, 
belong ^xclufively to feventy-fix families 
of Berne, ojf whom the great council is 
compofed ; but as fome of the families 
who poflefs thofe vaft and important pri- 
rileges, furnifh twelve, fourteen, and 
even twenty m^pibers, it is found that 
fpventeen families flaare at prefent the 
majority of votes* 

4 In 
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In the fpage of ten years, a vacancy in 
the council of feventy or eighty members 
takes place by death. At this period, an 
electoral affembly, confiding of the great 
officers of ftate, the fenate, and fixteen 
members of the great council whonpt it 
names, proceed to the important nomina- 
tion. The choice of the (late-officers, 
and the fenate, .may be fuppofed to have 
been long fixed on the members of their 
own families, but who fhall be the happy 
mortal on whom the choice of the yet 
unele6ted, and unknown fixteeners ihall 
fall ? If the fixteeper has a fon of full age, 
the bufinefs is of courfe decided ; but if 
he be only blefled with a daughter, hif- 
torians relax from their dignity to defcribe 
with what ardour of pafsion twenty af- 
piring youths, who, till that eventful 
moment, had gazed upon the nymph 
without eiyiption, become fuddeply en- 
^rnoured of her charms; It muft^indeetf 
; •: ' • I*? 
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be allowed, that marriages founded on i 
that obfolete fcheme of happinefs arifing 
from congenial character, and fympathy 
of foul, and difdaining all views of in- 
terefl or ambition, are quite as remote 
from the fpeculations of the young men 
of other great cities, as from thofe of 
Berne. The only peculiarity in this in- 
ftance, is, that the courtihip begins and 
ends in the fpace of four days, that being 
the interval between the election of the 
jixteener by the council, and his nomina- 
tion of his daughter's favoured lover; 
who immediately becomes a fubftantial 
portion of the fovereign, incumbered only 
with the fupplement of a wife. 

Mr. Co?c jnentions, that iji his firft viiit 
he foijnd the people of Berne by no 
means (o well informed as thofe of the 
other Cantons of Switzerland; but that 
|Jie young Burghers, in order to acquire 

a knOW- 
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t knowledge of tie art of governing, had 

formed a fociety called the External 

State, compofed of a council, fenate, and 

officers of every rank ; and that all that 

was done by their fathers, who held the 

real power, was imitated by their afpiring 

fons. The offices alfo of profit were not 

forgotten, and Bailiffs were named to 

prefide over the ruins of old caftles that 

are fcattered through the Canton, in 

order to prepare their governors for the 

enjoyment of thofe fplendid Bailliwicks 

which are in good repair iq their neigh* 

bourbood. 

» 

In his fecpnd journey, made teft years 
afterwards, Mr. Cox congratulates him- 
felf, and his readers, that routed from 
their lethargy, the magiflrates had fent 
{o London to purthafe inftruitietats of ex^ 
•perimental philofophy, and had bought a 
building for the reception. of books, Thefo 

wife' 
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wife regulations would no doubt, in due 
time, have produced their proper effects. 
Science would by degrees have infufed its 
t)pnignapt rays, and the ejegance of 
literary acquirements would at length 
have t#nifhed the barbarous diale6fc of 
their theological fchool, hitherto the 
moft cultiyated J?rancl> of \he\x public 
education. 

But the ample page of a new volume 
having now unrolled to their eyes its 
rich fibres of political knowledge *, 
we (hall probably no longer fee thefe 
young patricians toiling through this 
infantine probation in the art of govern- 
ment, the juvenile mimics of great and 
little councils, Ammans, Ayoyers, Grand 

* c ? But knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
*5 Rich witty the fpoils of time did ne'er unroiy* 

Gray's Elegy* 

SaUrr 
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Seizeniere, Bannerets, and Bai- 
liffs, 

Notwithftanding the chief magiftracy 
in every department of the ftate js ex- 
clufively chofen among the members t)f 
the fenate, we are informed by Mr, Cox, 
that this body is far from enjoying the 
abfolute authority with which other 
ariftrocratical fenates of Switzerland are 
inverted ; and that the great council is in 
a continual ftate of watchfulnefs over its 
fteps ; that although ariftocratical confti- 
tutions are often above all others the moft 
opprefsive to the people, who inftead of 
one defpot, are governed by an hundred 
tyrants, Berne, and all the ariftocracies 
of Switzerland, are an exception to this 
rule ; that nothing is more wife and more 
moderate than the fpirit of their govern- 
ments, and nothing more remote from 
arbitrary power, than the fcrupulous at* 

ten- 
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tention with which they fefpedt the pri- 
vileges of their fubje^fe. 

• 
To this teftimony may be added that of 
Mr. Burke r who af&rts, that the, Repub- 
lic of Berne is 'xme of the h~appieft, ; moft k 
profperous, and beft governed countries 
on earth. 

Such were the the general ideas enter- 
tained of the ftate of liberty in Switzer- 
land, before the event of the French 
Revolution. Since that period, ap hoft 
of fa<Sls are cited to prove opinions of a 
very different complexion. It is now 
aflerted, that the freedom of Swifs go- 
vernments has been the fubjecft of eulo- 
gium only becaufe compared with the 
other Republics of Europe ; the name be- 
llowed on the fmall number of oligarchies, 
the moft confiderable of which have lately 
difappeared ; the inhabitants of Switzer- 
land, 
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land eojoyed relative advantages; asthtf 
glow-worm becomes a luminary when all 
around is darknefs. This important quef- 
tion i$ at prefent not only the. theme of 
much animadversion in France* but of 
keen enquiry amongft the difcontented 
f ub#6U qf Baroe in the Pays dq Vaud* 



CHAP- 
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' . , CHAP. XXXVII, 

Reclamations of the Pays de Vaud — Vfurpation and ar+ 
Utrary Conduct of the Canton of Berne.— -Difconttnt 
of the Nobles. 

JL HE inhabitant of the extend ve and 
delightful country of the Pays de Vaud* 
have k>»g ilnce discovered in the re- 
fearches of their hiftory, that formerly 
they enjoyed the benefits of a free con- 
stitution, which they affert was main- 
tained in all its purity, and refpe&ed by 
their princes, till the epoch of the junc- 
tion of their territory to the Canton of 
Berne, in the year 1535* They infift, 
that the rights inherent in the aflemblies 
of the States wexe inconteftible proofs of 
the liberty of the people ; that the Princes 
of the Houfe of Savoy were little more 
than their nominal chiefs ; and that when 
their authority was transferred to the Can- 
tons of Berne, and Fribourg, it was ex- 

prefsly 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



208 A VIEW OF THE PftESElfT 

prefsly Stipulated that this country Should 
retain all the privileges which it then 
poflefled* Hence arifes tlie conclusion, 
that thefe Cantons ought not to pretend 
to the exercife of any other prerogatives, 
than thofe which belonged to their 
princes, and that the government otoght 
to be held by no other tenor, than it was 
held at the epoch of the treaty. 

As the Government of Berne has been 
for from admitting the juftice of thefe 
claims, it may be conje&ured, that vari- 
ous are the a6fe of illegal authority of 
which thefe fubje&s have had to com- 
plain. The firft blow given to the con- 
stitution of their country, fay they, was 
the divifion of the Pays de Vaud between 
thq two Cantons ; which, by destroying 
the unity of their government, prevented 
the convocation of the ftates. In order 
to root-out ancient prejudices and attach- 
ments, 
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iiSents, after this firft great divifion had 
taken place, various fubdivifions were 
made of the government of diftri6ts ; and 
the fingle Bailiff, or feprefentative of the 
Duke of Savoy, with very limited power, , 
was quartered out into twenty-nine fove- 
reign Bailiffs from the Cantons of Berne, 
and Fribourg. 

Th6 people of" the Pays de Vaud aflert, 
that, in confequence of this diforganiza- 
tion of their conftitution, their governors 
havejnflituted the moft illegal and arbi- 
trary cuftotns ; that they have made mili- 
tary contrails with the various princes 
t>£ Europe for troops which are annu- 
ally recruited from the Pays de Vaud ; 
the command of which is monopolized 
by the patrician families of Befne ; that 
the militia of the country has not only 
been raifecj and organized, without its 
permifsion, but in feveral inftances has 

Vol. II. P been 
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been made the inftrument of the venge- 
ance and tyranny of their governors, or 
the Cantons their allies ; and that the 
lucrative civil employments which were 
originally but few, inftead of being dis- 
tributed as formerly, among the citizens 
of the country, are now confined to the 
feventy-fix reigning families of Berne, 
and increafed at pleafure according to 
their wants or their avarice. 

Heretofore, they continue, the States 
of the Pays de Vaud made treaties of al- 
liance oftcnfive and defenfive with the 
neighbouring powers. Payerne, Avenche, 
the capital of antient Helvetia, and the 
Republic of Laufanne, have fuccefsively 
concluded treaties of alliance with Berne,, 
and but ten years previous to their junc- 
tion, were ftylcd, according to the letter 
of thofe treaties, their good friends, and 
dear neighbours.. This fentiment of 

friend- 
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friend/hip, and good neighbourhood, has 
indeed, long fince, given place to a 
more intimate confte&ion of another kind, 
though with fewer feelings of reciprocal 
affection. 

Thefe patriots feem to have no fuch 
clear perception of the benefits which 
have refulted to their country from this 
connexion, a9 the hiftorian of the refor- 
mation *, who, with fome naivete, ob- 
ferves to the good people of Lauiaiine, 
{' that although what were called regal 
rights, fuch as the right of pardon, of coin- 
ing, of raifingr troops, and other a&s of 
fovereignty and independence, were tranf- 
ferred to Berne; yet as the treafure of 
the cathedral, and the epifcopal archives 
were alfo tranfported thither, after due 
confifcation of the eftatqs of the clergy, 

* Abraham Rufchat, abrege de l'hiftoire ecclefiaf- 
tique de Pays de Vaud, Vol, v. p. 667. 

JP 2 a great 
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a great door was opened to the inhabi* 
tants of Laufanne to come to the truth { 
and that they ought to rejoice in the ad- 
vantages they received in return for thofe 
temporal treafures, by the eftabliihment 
of the Reformation, advantages infinitely 
precious, as they refer to the life to 
come.'* 

The indignant patriots of the Pays dc 
Vaud, date the evils of wjiich they com- 
plain from this period, which they farcaf- 
tically call the " blefled reformation ;" 
which, by dividing the opinions of the 
people, funk them more eafily into fub- 
je6tion. They alfo tell us, that the ecclc- 
fiafiieal benefices of their country were 
fecularized to make ariftocratical bene- 
fices ; that * the facred vafes, the faints 

of 

* The decrees of the National Aflembly declaring 
the eftates of the church the property of the nation, 
which raifed againft them from the proteftant govern* 

ments 
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of filver and goW, the precious cJecora> 
tions of the epifcopal churchy and of 

their 

pients in Eurppe, for the catholics were better inform- 
ed, the cry of facrilege and impiety was no where 
more feverely eenfufed than at Berne. Dr. Cart 
amufes himfelf with imagining the tenor of the con* 
verfations refpecting thefe atrocious acts of injuftice, 
that fometimes paffed between the French emigrant 
Bifhops and the BailifF of Laufanne, the prefent pof- 
feflbr of the epifcopal palace, in right of fuch facrilegi- 
ous conflfcations at the Reforrnation $ with this dif- 
ference, that the eftates of ths Church in France were 
appropriated to pay the debt? of the Nation, while 
here they were confecrated to form revenues for pri- 
vate families, who were flxangers to the country. 

Among the victims of the Reformation in the Pays 
de Vaud, was the rich Prior of Romainmoitiers. He 
had fame other pofieflions in Franche Comte, and fled 
thither, when a Burgher of Berne, as BailifF, took 
pofTeffion of his eftates. Two hundred and fixty years 
after, the French Revolution leads his fucceflbrs to 
feek refuge in Berne. Finding the government petri- 
fied with horror at the_ atrocious ails of the Revolu- 
tion, and particularly thofe which regarded the 

?3 Church, 
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their monafteries, were tranfported to 
Berne ; and that thofe offerings which 
the piety of their anceftors had confe- 
crated to God, but which the pious hif- 
torjan of the reformation calls fpoils from 
Satan, were converted into long chains of 
gold, to decorate the perfons, as the 

Church, the AbW Petit Jean, obferved, that they 
could give no proof more convincing of their detefta-' 
tion, than by ordering the prefent Bailiff, who hap- 
pened to be a General, to vacate a feat which belonged 
in right to a monk. The Abbe gained permiffion to 
examine the archives of his houfe, which were tran- 
fported to Berne j and finding charters which proved 
his right to the priory, whilft he was looking for 
other documents, he had the fimplicity to write a 
pamphlet to prove that the Government had #o right 
to deprive the Church of the eftates of his priorjr, 
or to appropriate them to its own feryice. The Chan- 
cellor of Berne attefted the conformity of the copies 
to the original $ bui as to reftitution, the Government 
ftill continued exceedingly indignant at the atrocious 
decree of the National Aflembly, which had forced 
{he Abbe to leave his priory in Franche Comte. 

other 
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other precious effects of the church had 
been taken for the ufe, and now remain 
heir-looms of patrician families. They 
complain how little they have gained by 
exchanging a Bailiff, for a Bilhop; a 
Burgher, for a Prince; the minifters of 
their religion, and their convents of pious 
veftals, confecrating their holy lives to the 
fervice of heaven, for the difsipation and 
luxurious domination of arrogant ufurpers. 

It is no more true, however, as the 
prefent writers in favour of the liberty 
of the Pays de Vaud, pretend, that the 
true caufe of the zeal of the reformers of 
Berne is to be found in the rich fpoils of 
the church, which they meditated feiz- 
ing and tranfporting to their city, than 
it is 'true that the fublime effort which 
effe<5led the French Revolution, had, as 
fome aflert, its origin in the delirious 
ambition of demagogues. Both the Re* 
P 4 forma- 
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formation apd the Revplutioji. were 
founded on principles jnofe generous 
than the gratification of fordid or feliifh 
pfofsions, although thefe 'noble caufes )b^ve 
been fometimes fullied by the conduct of 
their refpe6tive adherents, 

It is worthy of remark, that the 
difciple6 of the Rpmifh church difcovered 
jio lefs abhorrence of the innpvatjons at 
that period, than the defcendajits of the 
reformers of Berne feel fpr the reformers 
of the pfefent day* I*uther, and the 
Reformation, were then obje6t? of no lef$ 
hprror, than are now the French Propa<- 
gande, and the Rights of Map. Only ten 
years before the jurt<5tk>n of the Pays cfe 
Vaud to Berne, the ftates pf the forme? 
country, aflembled at Moudon, withiiV 
3 few leagues of Bem'e, decreed, that if 
any one fhould buy any books or propa- 
gate any dodtnpe pf that curfed and 

difloyaj. 
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djflpyal heretic, Martia lather, " he 
fhould, ivl €4fc of hardnefc and obftinaey, 
be buret alive, with the books, if fueh 
were in his poffefsion. M 

The government of Berne is accufed 
not only of haying deprived the Vandois of 
their liberties, but of having drained then> 
of their money, by extorting arbitrary 
contributions under the moft frivolous 
pretences; it appears from thefe calcu- 
lating patriots, that the families who 
compofe the Council pf two hundred, 
being in poflefsion of all the lucrative 
offices of the flate, among which are fixty 
JJailliwicks, fhare, in the fpace of fix 
years, a profit of upwards of fix millions 
of liyres, which, with other employments, 
yielding four millions more, make up 
ten millions, to be divided amongft thefe 
families, independent of the falaries arifing 
frpai their offices at Berne* 
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In addition to thefe proconfular en- 
dowments, of which, according to the 
ufual rate of compenfation for fervices 
to governments, there is perhaps not 
ijiuch reafon to complain, and on which 
the celebrated Haller was too fevere, 
when he aflerted that " the treafures of 
the Republic were become the private 
purfe of the patrician," focages, lods, 
droits de main-morte> guet, et garde, corvfos, 
and other taxes, admirably calculated, as 
Boileau faid of thofe of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, tp impoverifh fubje6ts, and enrich 
dictionaries, weigh heavy on the Pays de 
Vaud, and have occasioned murmurs fo 
loud and frequent from the Communes, 
that the Burghers of Berne, at the epoch 
of the French Revolution, promifed that 
thefe remonftrances fhould be taken intQ 
due consideration. 

In anfwer to the defenders of the right 
of^the abfolute government of Jterne over 

the 
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the Pays de Vaud, from its being a con- 
quered country, ;thcfe Vaudois maintain 
that fuch conqueft was never effected. 
They aflert that when the Duke of Savoy, 
in violation of the treaty of 1530, called 
the Treaty of St. Julian, which was 
formed to guarantee Geneva from future 
invafion, had again taken arms, the 
government of Berne found the Pays de 
Vaud faithful to its alliance ; not only 
renewing the treaty at the moment when 
war was declared by this government 
againft the Duke of Savoy, their nominal 
Sovereign, but zealous in fupporting the 
caufe for which the conteft took place. 
They contend, that Inftead of opppfing 
the proje6ts of the government of Berne, 
they had efpoufed its, intereft with 
warmth ; without fufpe&ing that their 
confederation againft a faithlefs Prince 
would- have been coitflrued by their ally 

into 
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into a cbnqueft . oarer themfelvcs; that 
cveh if -the final, expulfion.bf the Duke 
could be deemed acohqueft.of His rights* 
gs Protestor, the privileges of the ftates, 
Which were at all times independent 6f 
hi9 power, could not by this event be 
annulled^ / 

There are other readings in hiftory re* 
fpdfting this fcvent. It is acknowledged 
that the vexations exercifed againft the 
Genevans by the Duke of Savoy, had 
afforded a juft pretence for the inter-* 
pdiition of the Canton of Berne ; but that 
at th$ time of this pretended conqueft, 
the Duke was too bufily employed In 
lefifting the invafion of his ftates by 
Francis the Firft, to think of acting the 
oppreflbr with refpe& to Geneva. The 
occafion was neverthelefs too favourable 
to be omitted by Berne ; the Pays de 

Vaud 
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Vaud became abfolutely dependent on 
the will of its new Pfdte&or ; and Ge- 
neva would have ihared the fame fate, 
had it not redeemed its independence at 
the expenee of its purfe. 

It is moreover contended, that, as the 
conftitution of the Pays de Vaud was 
never renounced by the inhaUitants of 
the ftate/or annulled by any decree of 
the Gantons, admitting fuch decrees to 
havfe had any authority, the prefent fub- 
je6ls of the government of Berne are 
authorised to inflft on the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the antient fconftitution, and de- 
mand the convocation of the ftates, as 
their only lawful representatives. 

This dlfaffedlion of the Pays de Vaud, 
it appears from the account given by Mr. 
Cox, exifted twenty years fince. - " The 

eX- 



Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



222 A VIEW O* THE PRESENT 

exclufion," he obferves, " of the nobility 
of the Pays de Vaud, and of courfe of 
the other inhabitants, from aay/ihare in 
the adminiftration of the ftate, occafioned 
io great a difcontent with the mild and 
equitable government under which they 
lived, that the greater part of the upper 
clafles were very willing to change their 
republican, into a monarchical confti- 
tution." It is not eafy to judge of the 
mildnefs and equity of a government, 
Where the majority would wifh to get rid 
of their republican fervitude, in order to 
enjoy monarchical liberty. It appears 
that the true rendering of the paflage, 
as well as the true interpretation given to 
the difcontent, fhould be, that on ac- 
count of the vexations to which they 
were compelled to fubmit, inftead of 
wilhing to turn their republican into a 
monarchical constitution, they would be 

happy 
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happy to find an opportunity of changing 
their oligarchy into a reprefentative re- 
public *• ' , 

* In citing this fa& of the difcontent of the in- 
habitants of the Pays de Vaud, I have made ufe of the 
French tranflation of Mr. Cox's Tour, by M, Ramond, 
printed in Paris in 1781. Having confulted the tranf- 
lation of the Second Tour, printed in Paris in 1790, 
not having the means of confulting the original, I 
found that this important fa& refpe&ing the Pays de 
Vaud is omitted. As Mr ^ Cox is always cited as an 
authority, it is probable that the tranflator in this 
inftance, has been unfaithful; for, as Mr. Cox in- 
forms us in his preface, that he has not only compared 
and examined all he had before written, and read every 
critique on his former work, but had alfo employed 
the moft diftinguiflied chara&ers in politics and litera- 
ture in each principal town to correft his errors, it can 
fcarcely be fufpe&ed that any grave fenator of Berne 
woukf have drawn his pen acrofs his former account of 
the feditious fpirit of the Pays de Vaud, as an error ; 
or that fo accurate an hiftorian would have left^ un- 
noticed the increafe of that fpirit of difcontent, the 
exiftence of which he had already mentioned, and 
which has rifen to fo great a height as by its effects to 
menace even the exiftence of government. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

State of the Peafantry and Manufacture* in the Cantontf 
Berne. — Dome/lie Coalitions. — Arts of Government. — 
Difcontent of the People of the Pays de Paud. — Cele- 
bration of the Anniverfary of the French Revolution.— 
Revolutionary Tribunals. 

1HE adminiftration of the govern- 
ments of Switzerland have been repre- 
fented as more mild and forbearing in 
general than" other governments of fimilar 
conftru6tion. Although feditions have 
frequently been punifhed with great fe- 
verity, yet the implicit obedience of the 
fubjedt never fails of being rewarded by 
the paternal protection of the ftate, the 
members of which, fince the event of the 
French Revolution, have earneftly in- 
culcated the doctrine, that happinefs is 
to be found rather in tranquillity, than in 
the turbulent freedom of equal rights. 

This 
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This language is faid to have lulled 
a great part of the peafalntry into the 
perfuafion that there is always a fuffici- 
ent quantity of liberty where there is 
peace. The peafantry in every country 
is the clafs leaft given to inquiry ; they 
are affe<fted by no events that do not im- 
mediately intereft themfelves, and are 
therefore the laft to .entertain the fpirit 
of revolutionary enterprife ; unlefs, when 
driven to defpair, which has fometimes 
been the cafe, by the rapacity of their 
proconfular governors. 

The inhabitants* of towns, on the con- 
trary, who are better informed, who 
have nicer feelings, and a more intimate 
knowledge of the events that are pafsing 
in the world, are more quick-fighted 
in guarding againft abufes and encroach- 
ments; and from frequent aiibciation are 

Vol. II. Q more 
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more prepared to tyke advantage of 
every favourable circumftance that may 
pflfer to correct them* 

In fome parts of Switzerland the pea- 
fantry enjoy a certain rank in fociety 
above the peafantry of other countries; 
and though they have no rights as citi-* 
zens, pofiefs fome privileges, fuch as 
that of bearing arms, on which they fet 
no little value. In the German part of the 
Canton of Berne, this clafs, by which, 
is underftood not merely labourers, but 
the inhabitants of the country in gene- 
ral, known in England under the name 
of yeonjanry, being particularly favoured 
by the government, are taught to look 
up to their excellencies of Berne with 
reverential awe and refpe<3:. 

The folicitude of the government 
for the welfare of its fubje&s is, how- 
ever, 
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fcVer, extended to few other clafles. 
The manufacturer, lefs docile tHari the 
peafant, is far from liolding aii equal 
fhare in its affedHoii; There is a fpirit 
in that clafs in all countries more fa- 
vourable to inquiry, and confequently 
more hoftile to unconditional fubmif- 
fion ; while, therefore, the peaceful la- 
bourer of the glebe enjoyi a kind of 
privileged protections every prudent me- 
thod has been adopted to dry up the 
turbulent fource of national wealth 
which fprings from manufactures or 
commerce* 

Although the peafantry form a very 
*efpe6iable body of auxiliaries, the go* 
vemment, fince the event of the French 
revolution, have not been inattentive 
in framing other alliances, in order to 
ihrengthen their authority among their 
fubje&s* 

'Q 2 the 
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The nobles of the Pays de Vaud, wlio* 
previous to the year 1782, had been 
flattered by the profpeft of an accef- 
fion at fome future period to a parti- 
cipation of the fovereign power, and 
who fince that epocha had loft every 
hope of raifing themfclves above the me- 
chanic and the peafant, were, on the 
event of the French Revolution, called 
to fhare in the honours of the State, 
by a decree that whenever five of the 

? patrician families became extindt, the 
void fhould be filled up by three fami- 
lies taken from the German, and two 

t from the French part of the Canton. 

; This admifsion to the dignity of the 

* burgher is followed by no folid patri- 
cian benefit, fince none of the newly 
ele&ed members can obtain any profit- 
able employment for the fpace of fifty 

/ years; but it was yet believed, that 
the hope of this fplendid elevation, al- 
though 
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though it muft be confined to a few, 
would . have fufffcient influence to con- 
ciliate the whole. Having attempted j 
to form this truce with the i^pbles, the j 
government, faithful to the long efta- i 
blilhed maxim of dividing and ruling, 
is iaid to have fomented differences 
amongft its fubje&s, by infufing into 
the peafantry of the Pays de Vaud, a 
falutary jealoufy of their own municipal 
authorities, who, it was infinu&ted, were 
likely to affume a dangerous influence,, 
from, which nothing could refcue the 
former clafs but their ftedfaft adherence 
to the fupreme government, 

Thus .with confummate fkill have 
thefe fagacious burghers fleered tlieir po- 
litical bark amidft the ftorm of revolu- 
tionary principles, which breaking loofe 
from France, has inundated all Europe ; 
yet, potwithftanding all the arts of 
Q 3 «mr- 
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courtefies, and divisions, thofe principles; 
of independence which are implanted 
in the human heart, and know no geo- 
graphical boundaries, haye overleapt the 
dyke which Separates Switzerland frqii} 
France ; and the discontents of the Pay§ 
de Vaud have kept pace with the \n? 
creafing fpirit of general liberty. 

When the French, who had long 
been the ridicule of Europe for their 
boafted attachment to the perfon anc^ 
authority of their ^efpotic monarchy 
had fhaken off this prejudice, and be- 
come clamorous for rights whicfy they 
had fo lately learnt to value, the re- 
formers of the Pays de Vaud ? whofe 
difrefpe6l for their governprs had been 
reftrained only by the fear of their ptfwer, 
thought that the aufpicious moment 
was arrived when they might venture 
to fuggelt the expediency of a review 
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of their coniiitutional privileges. The 
commune of Morge^ in 1790, addreffed 
a mejnorial to this effect, on occafion 
of fome municipal abufes, to the patri- 
cians of Berne, and in juftification of 
their claims cited the charters of 
Lewis of Savoy, Baron of Vaud, of Ifa- 
bella of Chalons, of Amadeus the fifth, 
the fixth, the feventh, and onwards, of 
Pfciliberts and Charleses, to prove the 
Validity of their pretenfions. 

The frowns of the government, at 
the difplay of fuch mufty titles, fome* 
what chilled this patriotic ardour ; but 
the flight of Lewis the XVIth to the 
frontier having been celebrated by fefti- 
vals, both civil and religious, at Berne 
and Eribourg, "the Patriots of the Pay* , 
de Vaud fondly believed that it would 
be confidered as no infraction of their 
allegiance, if they commemorated with 
Q 4 civic 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



232 A VIEW OF THE PKESENT 

civic rejoicings the anniverfary of the 
memorable 14th of July, This meeting 
was publicly advertifed; and, although 
the agents of government, it is aflerted, 
endeavoured to prompt the aftembly to 
indifcretions by exaggerated allufions and 
propofitions, the day pafled in tranquillity : 
patriotic toafts were dtank : French airs 
were fung ; and the hat, the fymbol of 
Swifs liberty, affixed on all the public 
monuments of the State, was paraded* 
with univerfaj acclamation. 

This commemoration, which took 
place at the fame time ih many towns 
of the Pays de Vaud, gave ferious alarm 
to the government. There was no po- 
sitive law againft feflivals; but the ce- 
lebration of the 14th of July was an 
event too big with cojifequences to be 
paflfed over without animadversion ; and 
it was judged peccflary to crufh the 

pro* 
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progrefs of thefe feditious propcnfities. 
Accordingly, on the firft of September 
following, a fpecial tribunal, compofed of " 
four patricians of Berne, under the 
name of the high commifsion, was fent 
into the 'Pays de Vaud, •attended by a 
numerous military train, to bring the of- 
fenders to trial. 

i 

They had flattered tbemfelves that 
the laft wreck of their liberty, the rights 
of criminal judicature, would have been 
held inviolate, and remembered that 
under the protection of the prince of 
Savoy, when apy conteft arofe between 
the inhabitants and their chief, he was 
compelled to fubmit to the decifion of 
their tribunals. 

The government of Berne had*, indeed, 
already betrayed fymptoms of a difpo- 
fition to feverity, when on the accufa- 

tion t 
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tion, and by order of the tythe-gatherer, 
a venerable pallor of a church had been 
fent to the prifons of Berne, on the 
charge of high treafon, for maintaining 
before his confiftory that potatoes were. 
not wheat, and therefore not titheable ; 
but, although a reclamation againft 
taxes might with an appearance of juf- 
tice be conftrued into treafon, fince it 
was a feditious oppofition to fovereign 
authority, the celebration of a feftival 
which thoufands of their countrymen 
were, as an a6l of duty and obedience, 
celebrating at the fame time * in France, 
would fcarcely, they had imagined, be 
fo mifinterpg^cl. 

Cannon charged with grape-ihot, and 
planted at the end of their principal 
ftreets; the houfes of the Patriots con- 
yerted into barracks for the military, 

f 14th July, 1 79 1, 
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and the arbitrary orders iffyed for arr 
refts, foon tayght the inhabitants of 
Laufanne that their fqvereign had np 
talte for fuch compliments to the Frertch 
pation fa flear their own territory. In 
vain* the people of the Pays .de Vaud 
inquired what was the crime of their 
newly invaded country? Had they Been 
in infurre&ion ? Had they taken arms 
againit the burghers of Ben\g ? Had they 
difobeyed any of their orders? HacT 
they fhewp any, marks of difrefpedt to 
their bailiffs? Had they fejit to their 
faithful ally of three hundred years, de- 
putations of congratulation like the po- 
pular focieties of the Engjifh nation, 
heretofore their natural enemies ? None 
pf thefe extravagancies had they com? 
jnitted. Something, indeed, like a fpirit 
pf incoordination, though not to the ex- 
tent of the incredulity of the paftor of 
Mezieres, had difcovered itfelf in humble 

reprer 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



tSS A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

representations againft certain abufes'in 
taxation; and they had drank to the 
fuccefs of the French revolution, but 
without ever conjecturing that thofe afts 
could juftify an arraignment before fuch 
a tribunal. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Irial of the Members of th Fejiival. -—Condemnation 
of M. de La Harpe. — His fubfequent Hi/lory. 

\ 

AMONGST thofe who had been njoft 
induftrious in promoting a fpirit of in- 
quiry in the Pays de Vaud, relative to 
the abufes of government, was M. de La 
Harpe, Baron of Yens, and Mutens, 
whofe family had been always in the 
number of thofe who had aflerted, though 
without effeft, the independence of their 
country. 

The high court opened its commifsion 
at Rolle, a little town on the Lake of 
Geneva, and within a few fteps of M. de 
La Harpe's Chateau, and had already fent / 
two refpe&able citizens to the dungeons 
of Chillon; when apprized of his own 

danger, 
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danger, he efcaped at the very moment 
that an armed boat appeared in view to 
convey him to the fame prifon. 

M. de La Harpe went to Geneva, 
whence he wrote to the Bailiff of his 
diftri6l, that having received the moft 
prefsing warnings of his own perfonal 
danger, and feeing little hope of eftablifh- 
ing proofs of his innocence, when already 
perfons arbitrarily arretted had, without ac- 
Cufation or proof, been fent to the prifons 
of Chillon, he had thought it prudent to 
withdraw hitafelf in order to prevent the 
fame injuftice from being exercifed on -his 
own perfon ; and that having alfo been 
long affli6ted with rheumatic pains, he 
feared the damps of the dungeons of Chil- 
lon would prove fatal to his health. He 
obferved to the Governor, that his retir- 
ing to Geneva ought not to be conftrued 
into flight from juftice ; that he had 

taken 
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taken this ftep in order «io filence the 
calumnies of his enemies, who would 
have conftrued his concealment in any 
part of his country, now overwhelmed 
with conilernation and defpair, into pro- 
jects of efxciting infurrc&ion ; that he was 
ready to appear before any legal tribunal 
the moment affurances were given, v that 
protection would be afforded to inno- 
cence, and the lives and privileges of the 
fubjeCt be preferved. *• 

No other notice was taken of this let- 
ter by his judges, than fummoning him 
twice to appear before their tribunal. 

* M. dc La Harpe was probably of the opinion of 
Charles the Sixth's Confeflbr, to whom the unhappy 
Monarch expreffed his aftonifhment, that juftice had 
condemned his minifter Montagne to death. u Sire, 
replied the Monk, he has not been tried by juftice^ but 
cpily by a commifftqn^ Hift. M France, par Veltra, 
Vol xiii, p. 31. 

On 
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On his non-appearance, a bill for high 
treafon was found againft him, to which 
he anfwered by a memorial, Hating that 
he demanded neither favour or pardon, 
fince it was a criminal only who flood in 
need of either ; that fecure in his inno- 
cence, he claimed again what he had at 
firft invoked, a juft and legal , tribunal ; 
and would continue to demand it to his 
lateft breath. This anfwer to the accufa- 
tion was accompanied with a copy of 
the memorial, and a letter to the Avoyer 
or Prefident of the Government at Berne, 
containing the fame declarations which 
he had already made to the Governor of 
his own diftrid:. 

The Burghers, after a deliberation of 
nine months, and a thorough examina- 
tion of the evidence againft him, found 
M. de La Harpe guilty " of having*, by 
indirect means, ftiewn a difpofition to 
4 per-* 
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peffuade divers folk to make claims, of 
which fome, under fpecious appearances, 
tended ' diredly ' to' overturn the prefent 
conftitution of the country ;•" and alfo 
" of having celebrated the feftival of the 
14ttl Of July* when the fignals of infur* 
re&ion were difplayed, in order to ex-' 
cite and feduce . otir faithful fubje6ls," 
and therefore condemned M.deLaHarpe 
to be beheaded, and ordered his property 
to be confifcated to the profit of the 
fiate. • The high commifsion had pre- 
vioufly condemned fome members of this 
feftival to the galleys* fome to twenty*- 
five years imprifonment in the dungeons 
of Chillon, and others to punifhments lefs 
fevere *. 

We 

* The company of young men vphom, three years 
after this period, we met on our approach to Vevay, 
and fuppofed to be Frenchmen who had crofled the 
Lake to fpend an holiday, were young citizens of 

Vol," II. R Vevay, 
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Wc will leave the Baronet of Ai*vin f 
the wife of M. de Lt Harpe f with her 
fix children, at the feet of the couicil of 
Berne, (offering the laft fad aggravation 
of calamity, while forced to impitwe, not 
the repeal of the fetal fentence againft 
the life of her hufband, which fhe had 
invoked in vain, hut to (elicit the revoca- 
tion of that part only, which related to 
the confiscation of his property, and 
which, if put in force, muft reduce her- 
felf and her infants to all the horrors of 
poverty. We will leave awhile this defo- 
hte fupplicant, and follow the convict to 
the end of his career. 

Vevay, who presuming too much on the relaxed ener- 
gies of the government, had amufed themfelves by 
fmging revolutionary longs, and difplaying the Sig- 
nals of French liberty, unmindful of the vigilant 
Bailiff, who, " broke the good meeting with moft 
admired diforder," and caufed fome of the party to 

be imprifoned, and others banilhed* 

• • ■. 

M.de 
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M. de la llarpe, receiving no anfwer to 
his reclamations againifc the tribunals, 
fought refuge in ttie French <*ampY when* 
fee was fcailed as a martyr* and named 
Chief of 4 battalion of the votonteera of 
the Seine and Oife, at the clofe of the 
year 1791. In the following year, he 
commanded the advanced pofts at the 
caftle of Rodcmak on the extreme fron- 
tiers of France, and, receiving the firft at- 
tacks of the coalefced armies on their 
march into the Republic, was expofed to 
-imminent danger by the fudden and un- 
expected furrender of the two frontier 
towns of Longyvy and Verdun. Without 
hopes of making any efFe&uai refinance, . 
La Harpe was refolved to give the firft 
example of that jtevotednefs which the 
friends of Liberty owe to her caufe, and 
found no difficulty in communicating 
this es&hufytm to Mfl fMem* Ifcfyall 
4wwe on his (wpr& th# ifcey ^»o»W iw<v 

R 2 ca- 
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^capitulate ; and if, when reduced, to the 
laft extremity, they could: not force their 
paffage, that they : would bury themfelves 

ivith the- enemy .under the ruins of the 
caftle, the fubteFr^ne^us p^iffages of which 
they had converted into mines. 

r / 

This generous refolution was prevented 

from being carried into effedt by General 

Luckner, who ordered the pod to be eva.- 

cuated, ,and the artillery and ammunition 

to be tranfported to Thionville. The 

orde,r was executed by La Harpe, in fight 

of the enemy,. who had poflefsion of all 

the furrounding pofts; and the addrefs 

and courage with which it was executed 

gained him the appellation of the " brave 

La Harpe," a title which was beftowed 

On him by the General at the head of the 



armv. 



*>- Aftkf the expuMion^- of thfe coatefced 
^ffl^ifes in the:K6rth, he-fougM forbore 
•*-• ' >l a&ive 
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qftlve fervice^ and took a coitimand in: 
the army.of the Alps. At the; fiegel^of 
Toulon he was appointed to command 
the attack oh » Fort Fh'aro, , which He- 
carried by aflkult, and; forced £he? Engfifti> 
to evacuate the poll; upon. which he wa* 
made General of Brigade. 

- .On his return to the army of Italy, he 
took the cdmnsand o£the advanced guard, 
and opened* the* : commuiftcation witW 
Genoa, by 1 defeating the Atiftriaiis" it 
Cairo, in 179*. In the beginning of-*th^ 
following year he was appointed to con- 
dud:" the ; expedition which- was deftiried 
to relieve Corfica; but this plan being 
relinquifhed, he refumed his former po- 
rtion in • the \ army of Italy, which, at 
this period reduced to two thirds lefs 
than the lAuftrian 4 awiy , was . compelled 
to retreat, lln this perilous fitiiation,: La 
Harpe ; conducted himfelf with to much 
i: R 3 (kill, 
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flfcill* as to defeat his porfoera*^ Vado, 
and took fuch portions with his en*, 
feebled fqrce, that the Auftfiap General, 
who had aflured himfelf of the cOftqueft 
of Provence, was compelled to give tip his 
projected invafton. 

La Harpe, now raifed to the rank of 
General of Dtviiion, kept poJfe&iQh of the 
line of defence* which fee bad traced out, 
till reinforcements arrived* and the cqm« 
inand frf the ajtay devolve*! on Jhiona* 

. That the military feifl and yalour of Li> 
Harpfc powerfully contributed to enfure 
the %ft fiicceQes of tfcat immortal cam* 
paign, has been recorded by Buonaparte 
himfelf, and therefore belongs to hjftory t 
The Directory acknowledged the obliga* 
t\<fps of the Republic to La Harpe for hit 
(Smjnent fervjces, in formal Jettqrs of cofi* 

gratulatipn 
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gratulation to himfelf, and his fon, a, 
youth of fixteen years of age, who fought 
at his fide. But the moft noble inftance 
of his magnanimity was the friendly and 
cordial reception which he gave the 
officers of the Swifs regiment of Stetler, 
made prifoners at Mandovi, fome of whom 
had voted his profcription. " I hope," 
faid this illuftrious convi<5t to his judges, 
"'that at no diftant day, we (hall meet 
together in Switzerland as friends/ 9 

That day, alas, will never arrive ! In 
the midft of his career of glory, La Harpt 
fell by the hands of his own foldiers, who 
ntiftook him and his troop, ife the dark- 
fiefs of the night, on their return ftom 
repelling a fudden attack of the enemy, 
for the ejaemy themfelves. the lofs of 
this brave officer overwhelmed tht army 
with confternation and foitow. Buona* 
parte, in the relation he feftt «f this un* 
R4 happy 
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happy event to tl>e Dire6lory, declared, 
that " the Republic had loft a citizen 
firmly attached to its ijiterefts, the army 
one of its bed generals, and every folder 
a comrade who was as intrepid imadtiojj, 
^s he was in difcipUije fevere," * 

* It is not unworthy of remark, that, among tjie 
Generals who have, rendered themfelves the moft 
illuftrious in the defence of the French Republic^ we 
find the names of Italians, English,* Scotch, Jrifli, 
and Germans ; fuch as Kleber, Macdonald, Kilmain, 
Sherlock, find Maffena. Jn the prefent ipftance, a 
Corfican pays the tribute of his praifes and regrets to 
1i Swifs. The friend of liberty, whatever may be his na- 
tive foil, confiders every free ftate as his country* It 
may alftr be obferved, to the honour of foreigners, thjit 
amongft thofe who have devote^ themfelves tQ the 
^ufe of libe.rty, the infhuices are. rare of fuch. as have 
.rendered themfelves unworthy of the fervice. I have 
Indeed/ from being myfelf deceived, milled my readers 
In the firft volume of* my 'Letters on Revolutionary 
, Government,- retpe$ing lan officer once employed \n 
$e f rerich* £r*We\ and well known both in Englarjd 
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We havp left; Madame de La Harpe 
at the feet of the. burghers of Berne, 
imploring their mercy for the T fupport of 
her chi(4ren, IJuonaparte, after the 
death 'of her hufband, became a fuppliant 
in the petition ; and it was then readily 
admitted that there was a miftake in 
the fentence, and that the property of 
General La Harpe had never been coa- 
ftfcated. Had the hero of Italy puftied 

and France. It is with keen regret that I am com* 
pelled to retra£t thofe opinions, having fince their pub- 
lication received the moft decifive evidence of that 
General's want of every principle of honour and 
integrity. This evidence has lately been confirmed 
by the relation given me by Mr. Muir, and other 
gentlemen, whofe teftimony, relying on fa£b col- 
lected during their refidence in the Spanifh dominions 
jn South America, leave me no alternative to the talk, 
however painful, of undeceiving thofe whom I may 
heretofore have mHled. 

the 
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the inquiry a little further, the govern* 
ment of Berne would probably have dif- 
covered that the fentence was altogether 
nufunderftood, and that La Harpe had 
never been condemned to be beheaded. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

ptfcfaUttti of ihi poptkt P*rty<+-+RKl*nftthn of tht 
Guarantee of th Privilege if the Pays dt Faud by 
France.--HiJtory of that treaty. —Griefs of Switzer* 
U*d Jtgafaft th Prertcb &tpubtic.±-Gritfs of tbt 
French Republic again/t Stoitwland.-^Rtmt&itt pro* 
pefed by the popular Party.-~Rejle&ions on the /V*- 
tfefs of the French fcvoltjlion, 

m 

Hfe feterity of fhe government of 
?erne towards the membefs of the feftk 
yal of the fourteenth of July, by the in- 
troductjon of cannon, and revolutionary 
tribunals, called by one of theif writers, 
** The fcrt of governing poifefied in an 
eminent degree by the admiftiftration of 
Berne, and nearly loft in the reft of 
Europe," has added antn&thaaftibleftocl? 
df fuel to that difcontent, which, Mr, 
Cox afterts, led the upper claftes, twenty 
years fince, to wifh for a monarchical 
government. Their descendants, how- 
ever, partaking of the contagion of the 

times, 
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times, openly demand, with no tempered 
language or diflfembled' phitfes, the aid of 
a foreign po^er, tfO eftjablifli a fyftem oft 
tcpublicari independence. With this view, 
{hey claim the guarantee .made by*Jhe 
Fr6nch nation in 1565, in confirmation 
of the treaty of Laufanne, concluded the 
preceding year between Philibert, the 
fucceflbr* of Charley t|te Thi. r 4> DnHe <ff 
§a wy y *ag& the Sw^fs A £antpn& : , > - *£ 

v In that jreaty the Prince : made : .& 
formal renqfKriatiqn of, >vhatever title l\p; 
claimed: to tfye. Pays de Vaud, jupon^ re* 
gaining ; ppflefsion .of the- Pays de Gex,, 
IjJreffe, : and ; other diflridls^ : which con-' 
tinued to enjoy thofe privileges under 
the domination of Savoy and France* of 
whjch their fellow fubje<Sts, the Vaudois, 
were deprived under the paternal pro* 
tedion of the government of Berne. As 
that engagement was cited in the treaty 

of 
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of 15 82, fo all foregoing < intermediate 
treaties were confirmed- by the laft 
treaty of 1 7 7 % made at Soleuie. France^ 
which^ as well as the Houfe of Sayoy # 
became by thofe • treaties the guarantee 
;q( the liberties of the Pays de Vaud, is 
now the legal reprefentative of that 
houfe, by the late peace of 1796. The 
^pppular party in the Pays de Vaud 
therefore afTert, that if France, when a 
monarchy, protected for more than two 
♦centuries the ufurpation of the patricians, 
France, npw a republic, will fulfil her 
engagements in favour of the rights of 
the people*.. , ■ 



* The glory of giving independence to his country, 

if that event take's place, will chiefly belong to 

Colond La Harpef, the coufin of the General. A re- 

fidence of twelve » years in the court of Ruffia, and 

th? .menaces of the government of Berne, feem only 

to, Jiave ,ftrengthened and confirmed Jn Colonel La' 

Harpe the moft ardent zeal for the caufe of liberty. ^ 

- / 

v 1 To 
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To incite the government of Frattee to 
in examination of the treaties, by which 
their Hherties are faid to be guaranteed, 
they have been indtiftriousin fhewkig, not 
only how much it is the intereft of the 
Republic, that this information ftoirid 
take place, but that its honour is engaged 
to avenge the numerous inftilts and in* 
juries committed by thefe Cantons during 
*the prefent conteft. 

But of infuhs and injuries the Swifs 
alfo complain ; the maflacre of a part of 
their troops on the 10th of Auguftf <he 
difmifsion of the reft; the withdrawing 
the annual fubfidy from the catholic Can- 
tons ; the releafe of the f ribour* injur- 
gests from the gaUics ; the triumph ©if 
i&c foldiws -of the regwaeat of Cfaatea«* 
vkux 5 and the propaganda, haw been 
urged as. grounds of discontent, and juftf- 
foations even of enmity. 

To 
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To thefe charges it has been wfweted, 
that the mal&ere c€ the. Swifts* admitting 
it to be a maflacre. was the confequence 
of a popular infurre«5lion, in which, as 
the Swifs regiment of guards bad been 
difmified by the aflfembly tw? months 
previous to the catatfrophe, they ought 
net to have taken part. That the dif* 
milal of the remainder was become necef* 
faiy for their own fafety ; that the hire* 
mg of foreign foJdlers to fight in a caufe 
not their own, was contrary to every 
principle of humanity ; and that their 
dtfhaidal was accompanied with a ilru^L 
regard to juftice in the full indemnities 
and penfionfl paid to the officers and foU 
dters. With refpe& to the other charges, 
it is obferved, that the .Constituent Af* 
fombjy, in releafing the Ffibourghers, had 
only wiped oflf the flam pf the old #>•* 
rei&ment which had ient them to the 
galUes; that thefoldfters^Chateau-vieux 

were 
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were the blind : dupes of a fe&ion, 
arid that the dreaded propagunde 'nevef 
cxittetl. : ) 

IT, notwithftariding thefe explanations, it 
be contended, that the balancfe of national 
wrongs were yet againft the French, it \s 
afferted that the Swifs have amply fdttled 
the account. From the beginning of the 
Revolution,- the governments, democra- 
tical as well as ariflocratical, have been 
its decided enemies. Not only were the 
Swifs foldiers in the fervice of France 
compelled, on their temporary vifits to 
their country, to diveft themfelves of the 
national cockade which formed a part of 
their uniform, but Frenchmen themfelves 
were conftrained to hide every fymbol 
of liberty, in order to avoid being ex- 
pofed to infult. Although affording an 
afylum to the unfortunate is a defot^whip h 
both governments and individuals owe' to 

humanity, 



Digitized 



by Google 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 257 

humanity, yet the warm welcome given 
to the French emigrants by the Cantoris 
of Berne, Soleure, and Fribourg, might 
be confidered by France as an infringe- 
ment of national friendship, if not of 
neutrality. It was in thefe Cantons that 
the ? emigrant army took its rife, and 
almoft on the French frontier, under 
the^yes of the officers of their govern* 
mentsi that the -moil active agents of the 
counter-revolution eftablifhed their offices 
of correspondence. The patricians of 
thofe: Cantons took part even in thd 
meafures of 4lie coalition, although their 
inftiu6tions were framed in fo indirect a 
manner as to be difa vowed according to 
circumftanees. The reality of the t engage* 
ments they had taken ought further to be 
prefumed, from the indire6t praifcs be* 
flowed on their condu6l, in the famous 
anfwer addrefled by the French Princes, 
to r Louis tfye Sixteenth, at the clofe of 
< V&l. II, S the 
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the year 1791', which contained a de4 
tailed enumeration of the powers on 
which the Monarch might rely for the 
re-eftablifhroent of his authority, AU 
though oomplaints were made of this 
publication, it is infilled that the adhe^. 
(jon was not the lefs founded, and that 
the cefsion of certain portions adjoining 
the Swifs territory, wa$ promifed to thefe 
Cantoja* in the general divifipn of France, 
which, from the force of tha coalition, 
it was prefujn$d would fpeedily take 
place, Thefe engagements, continue the 
reformers, were kept fecret till the inva-» 
fion of Savoy by the French, wheii under 
pretence of fepuring the independence of 
Genera, the patricians of Berae lined 
the frontiers of thp department of Ajn, 
find the Jura, with numerous armies, 
intending to ppur them ipto that quarter 
as fooh as the Prufsiani and Auftrians, 
who were then in Champagne, fhould 
2 J»a.?e 
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have parted Chalons. This attempt was 
difcovered and defeated by the Minifter 
Claviere, to whom, it muft be obfervedj* 
the Swifs attribute the defign, not only 
of invading Geneva* but of purfuing the 
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The popular party maintained, that thq 
Governors of thefe Cantons not only 
t omitted 

the French Government, it appears that Swifs troops, 
on the deliverance of the King from his captivity, of 
which at that period no doubt w^s entertained, were 
jq have the exclufive; honpur pf guarding the royjJ 
perfpn. The writer pf this letter pbferves, that as 
jnilitary government n^uft for fpme time neceflarily be 
cftablifhed In France, it was expedient to appoint 
fuch men to places of confidence, Sis had fufficient 
nerve to execute the truft j and that M* P'Erlach, 
the Bailiff of Laufanne, whom he regarded as the 
Providence of the Pays de Vaud, and with whom the 
French emigrants had found more than prote&jon, 
Jiad yielded to his reprefentations, and demanded ffQia 
the Count d'Artojs the comn*and pf the guards, 

It may be obferved, that the a&ions of individuals 
ought not to be imputed to the Government, and that 
M. Mallet du Pan, and M. D'Erlach, might have formed 
plans and confpiracies againft France, which the 
Government, had it difcovered, would have difevowed 
and repiobatcd. To this obfervation it may be re- 
joined, that although thefe plots and confpiracies 
were matters of the moft public notoriety, they were 

nevej 
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omitted no occafion of teftifying theif 
hoftile difpofitions towards the French, 
but were guilty of various infractions of 
their neutrality. When the xhanifefto 
of the coalition, fay they, was arifwered 
by the proclamation of the exiftence of 
the Republic, not only were divers indi- 
viduals ordered to quit the Swifs territory, 
but the French ambaffador was compelled 
to leave Soleure, and fubmit to be tole- 
rated at Baden. When Denmark, Swe- 
den, v and even Prufsia, and Spain, had 

acknowledged the French Republic, the* 

... ' 
patricians of thofe Cantons were ftedfaft 

in their loyalty to what was called er- 

ternal France, its political and ecclefiaf- 

never difavowed on the part of the Government of 
Berne ; and therefore tp prevent fuch providences^ as 
M. D'Erlach, and M, Mallet du Pan, from adting on 
the defenjive^ and foperint ending affairs at Paris, would 
have juftiRed the interpofxtioh of the French, admit- 
ting tha£ fuch interpofitipn bz4 eve\ been,intea<fed. 

S3 tical 
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tical hierarchy, and its king ; and the 
exiftence of fuch a Republic was con- 
fidered as a capital herefy, till the victo- 
rious arguments of Moreau and Buona- 
parte rempved thefe fondly cherilhed 
fcruples. 

The arreft of the ambaflador Semoii- 
ville, on the territory of the Grifons, by 
the Auftrians, was a manifeft violation 
of the neutrality, which .the French at 
that time had not the means of refent* 
ing. This infraction had been preceded 
by another, when, on the expulfiori of 
the Piedmontefe troops' from Savoy, a 
Swifs regiment effected its efcapo acrofs 
the lake, and returned to join the main 
army in the valley of Aofte, through the 
territory of Berne, and the Vallais, with- 
out any punilhment being jnfli&ed on 
the commanders, or. the gailifFs refident 
in that territory. Encouraged by impu- 
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nity, thefe fillies fuffered a bolder ftroke 
to be attempted, When the defe&ioh of 
Dumouriet, in 1793, had opened the 
northern frontier to the enemy, and the 
Republic was torn on every fute by inter- 
nal war and divifions, it was fuggefted that 
the invafion of Savoy, where the French 
army was confiderably weakened, would, 
independently of the recovery of the , 
territory i operate a powerful diveriion, and 
i%new the theatre of War in that part 
of France. 

Th6 plan of forcing the defiles of 
Mouht Cenia, and the poft of St. Bernard, 
by two ftrortg column v which fhould 
penetrate into the Maurienne, and the 
Tarerttaife, and fonh their junction 
towards MOnt-Melian and Ch^mberry, 
Was concerted with the march Of a third 
columij from the valley of Aoftfc td that 
cf Faufeigny f which would tender the 

S4 defence 
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defence of thofe defiles more difficult for 
the French, and might even force them 
to abandon their pofition. Two obftacles 
feemed to impede this plan j a fonhida T 
ble Glacier, and the Swifs neutrality } 
both to all appearance infurmountable : 
for if the Glacier could not be fcaled, 
there was no means of reaching the 
French but acrofs the neutral territory* 
The Glacier was inflexible in its neu- 
trality, but the King of Sardinia, it ap- 
pears, had discovered the diflblving tern* 
pcraturc of the allies of France, and the 
Piedmontefe pilgrims, with their mules 
loaded with arms, baggage and amuni- 
tiort, fhook the fijows oft* their feet on ; the 
Swifs fide of the great St. Bernard, and 
afcending by the Col dej Balme, the laft 
boundary of the territory of tjie >fallais, 
riefumed the drefs of ;thp fokiier, and 
aided by the hunters of the cpuntry^Tur- 
prifed the French in the,vaUey of JFauf- 

figny, 
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figny, penetrated to Bonneville, within 
five leagues/of Geneva, and in three days 
wer;e ipb the rear of the Republican army, 
hefpre the French had any knowledge of 
the expedition. The fuccefs of this plan 
would ,have been complete, and the 
French magazines would have been ne- 
ceffarily taken, had the enterprise been, 
fupportejl by reinforcements of cavalry 
to keep up the infurre^lion whi^h had, 
previoufly been fomented in Savoy, /f r 

The want of addrefs in the Sardinian 
troops, and the valour. of the French, 
forced thefe pilgrims to a feconjd journey 
acrofs the Swifs territory, over St. Ber- 
nard, which retreat was effected with 
the fame open violation of neutrality, 
without oppofition from the Swifs, or • 
purfuit by, the French, although invited, 
by the people of the lower Vallais to 
feize that ppportun.ity of helping them 
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to fliake off their yoke, for Which at- 
tempt ten of the infurgents had been 
lately hanged, and feven fent to the 
gallies. As that part of the Swifs terri- 
tory, in which thefe events took place,, 
belonged to the government of the 
Vallais, the patricians of that diftri6t 
took upon themfelves the whole merit 
of the enterprife, in which the go- 
vernment of Berne, as it fittceeded fa 
ill, were not folicitous to claiitt their 

fhare. 

... * •» 

It is true that the Swifs foldiers who 
were employed to aid this expedition, 
flruck with the difhonour of the action, re- 
volted again ft their commander, and 
made complaints, which were prudently 
hufhed ; it is true alfo that this officer 
fo far incurred the animadverfion of his 
government as to provoke a fentence 
againft him, which' it is faid, from its 

mild- 
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inUdafefs^ "proved their - aff&flt? and appro- 
bation. Mr. D'Erlach, the principal in 
this proje6t, received a box fet in dia- 
monds from the King of Sardinia, and 
^as foon after raifed to the dignity of 
a fenatbr of Berne. 

** ' * it' 

... ,.«/*. « 

v 

Thefe are a few amohg the nume- 
rotis charges brought by the discontented 
chiefs of ihh Pays de Vaud againft the 
governments of Switzerland, particularly 
that l of their own Cairtoii, in order to 
lfead' the government' of France to the 
examination' how far 1 fu^h allies ' are 
worthy ttf ' the contiiitilntfe of its friend- 
ftiip. Thefe ffojhilar' leaders 'infill, at 
the H fame time, that the Swifs nation 
hafc beeh guilty 1 of }L no u other 'oftbnce 
againfli Ftancfe thkh tftatNsf hemg'pafsTve' 
an^ involuntary ittftrtimeitts in the hands' 
oi their makers ; »rtP that they* Jiave In 
generdf * ^fplayed a lively interefi? In' 
7 ; ' the 
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the fjfte of France, arid the fuccefe pf 
the revolution^ ; 

Thofe Patriots, while they appear fo 
folicitous to prompt the French to 
* avehge their wrongs, do riot forget what 
is wanting to remedy their own ; and 
left the French government ftiould have 
any hefitation refpefling the propriety of 
interpofing in the internal ,concerns of 
independent countries, . or ) fhould, not 
feize the full force- and meaning of thefc 
antiquated charters, various { precedents 
are adduced of the iijtereft, tajken by 
the patricians of Rerne, in fettling dis- 
putes between governors and fubje&s in 
other ftates. Such was their interpofi-. 
tion in favour of the French monarchy,, 
againft the Patriots of Geneva; in favour 
of the patricians of Fribourg, againft the 
inhabitants of the .Canton ; in favour of 
the governors of the upper VaHais, againft 

their 
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their fubje&s ; in favour of the bifhop of 
Bafil, againft the- people of the bifhop* 
rick ; in favour of the King of Frufsia, 
againft ^[eufchatel ; in favour of the de^ 
jnocrats of Uri, againft the Val de Lc* 
vantine ; and of the burghers of Zurich, 
againft the people of the lake. 

What reafons can the government 
of Berne produce why other powers 
fhoujd not exercife alfo the fame right 
of interference with refpeft to their 
fubje6ts? efpeeially when by writteri 
treaties thofe powers have become fecu- 
jrjties for the prefervatjpn of their rights? 

Such is the long lift of tranfgrefsions 
againft the privileges of eqi^al freedom 
which thefe Patriots of retentive memory 
have brought forward againft the go- 
vernment of Berne, and fiich the reme- 
dies which they propofe for their poli* 

tical 
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tical evils. Whether the French Re^ 
public will accede to this invitation, and 
render the Pays de Vaud independent 
of Berne, is a fecret which the book of 
deftiny will perhaps ere long unfold. 

In the mean time, it is natural to con- 
clude, that the principles of that mighty 
revolution which have already diffufed 
themfelves over remote regions of: the 
globe, cannot fail to expand in thofe 
countries which ar$ placed immediately 
within their- influence. Since the period 
of the French revolution, ages have flitted 
before our eyes, and we have rifen fud- 
denly, like the offspring of Deucalion, 
from infancy to manhood, not without 
indications it rauft be confefled, of the 
hardened origin whence we fprung. 
Like the traveller, who from the feorebp 
ing plains, climbs the rocks that lepd 
him to the regions of eternal fnow, 

and 
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and finds that in the fpace of a few- 
hours he has pa{Ted through every fuo 
cefsive latitude, from burning heat fo 
the confines of the frozen pole, the 
journey of months ; fo the human mind, 
placed within the fphere of the French 
revolution, has bounded over the rug- 
gednefs of flow metaphyfical refearches, 
and reached at once, with an incredi- 
ble effort, the higheft probable attain- 
ments of political difcoye ry. 



CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 

ALTHOUGH, confidered under cer- 
tain points of view, nothing can be more 
defective than the governments of Swit- 
. zerland, in which there are. no consti- 
tutions, and no criminal laws; where 
civil legiflation is incomplete, inconftant 
and complicated ; where every thing is 
arbitrary ; wliere liberty, of which fo 
vain a boaft has been made, is fo lit- 
tle underfiood; where the abfolute res- 
traint put on the prefs, and the into- 
lerance exercifed with refpe6fc to reli- 
gious opinions, have ftifled every at- 
tempt to promote a more liberal edu- 
cation, and fofter more benevolent and 
enlarged fentiments ; it muft be re- 
marked, that the practice of thefe go- 
vernments has happily not always cor- 
refponded with their theory. Some- 
times, 
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times, when the fplrk of defpotifm 
would have exercifed its flit?, the 
means of execution hatfe been wanting. 
Although ttccUftdmed 1 in the yoke, the 
people who beat satin ih their hands, a 
privilege of no little value, have dcca- 
fionally hinted id their governors tha< 
they muft not make that yoke too* 
heavy, the fmallhefs of their fowiis, 
the fecial Conne6tloh 6f the inhabitants, 
the union which exits' between then! 
and the inhabitant of the cduntry, 
where no intrigue interrupts the har- 
mony, have kept alive fotoe fparte of 
public fpirit fufficieirt to arreft the ' 
march or interrupt the ptdfettfs of thofe 
governments towards* atfofute defpoflftrr, 
independent of other eonfidef atibiis atffirig 
from local or accld'erital cfrcumftmces* 
which hale often : oWf ntine<* them id 
modeVa't'fcri. ! ' J ;ir - > 

• '" ' ' --""- '-J v -LL; o:': [..-,. ; ... • 

VoL - IL T Hence 
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Hence we .obferve in Switzerland 
more cultivation, eafe and profperity, 
than we Ihould fee in arbitrary go- 
vernments where theory is lengthened 
by practice. But it muft be remem- 
bered that this general effedt js, no evi- 
dence of fpcurity to the individual. In 
a country where liberty is neither guard- 
ed by Jaws, nor by focial inftitutions, 
there may exift a fort of public mode- 
ration which fpares the great mafs, but 
etyes no politive protection. 

*The fecurity of thefe governments 
has arifen froiji the experience that pri- 
vate and infulated injuftice have caufed 
no, g^eral murmur, and they have ( che- 
rifli^d* like other jgovernments, the falfe 
principle, th^t fr$caufe the)r are in mo- 
tion, they flutf! t therefore , never, ;C^afe 
to move. The French revpli^igja has 
difplayed the fallacy of this belief; but 

the 

■ .'i-.-r » : ; I 
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the great changes whidr hafre lately* 
taken place in Italy, are faid 46 have 
had a far more powerful influence on 
Switzerland, than all thofe by which 
they were preceded; ; • . , fince the reyo* 
lotion, itfelf . only overthrew ^n\ ,abfolate 
monarchy, which (admitt^df of fqw points 
of, cqmparifon: with th£ ^flfiftwtibite: of 
Switzerland * ; but , the I ub version; <0j£ thofe 
aristocracies, whiph hays [abvays< &een; t&* 
prefqited as tiappy models of £ part of 
the, Swife governments, toye awakened 
tiew itfeas in that country, of? which the 
effects are already fenfiWjf pwoeived* 
Should a fpar^jfnom tUe btefleof. French 
liberty fall on thofe combuftible mate- 
rials, it may kindle into a flame ; and 
if it be, the ppUcy of the. Ertfpch Re- 
public to give.jtfcjlf r a mor^l a$t w#U as 
a geographical frontier, ; fo ; friencjly ; in*, 
tercourfe with Switzerland?; w*U pro* 
baWy mpuld jtbp ,yariou# government?; of 
T 2 that 
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that country irito forms of nearer fimi- 
iitude do iter's own. ,'.•'<•' 

■/• In the preceding : flfetch, fiifficiently 
knperfe& From the inability of the writer, 
. many voluntary omifeions : will alfo be 
©bferved. I Have faid nothing of the 
Confederation Which binds the Cantons of 
Switzerland together; of the barbarous 
policy 4o X^*I " known/' and' fo often re- 
£rob*tedj 00 felling'the ! lives 6f their d* 
ti2ens to i foreign j*bti*rs; arid have en- 
totedUiltff no detailed ; H$ery of its go- ; 
vommowtsi Ijecaufe V wished carefully* 
to avoid tetthig ^whaft Otliers'lhave told 
better; ^'•'•'-•'- '•'■•• ' ■• ,:,vi - '■■'' : * ' ]t ' 

- With tooWrehicWnce. I bade Swit- 
zerland ftrewettr TOO 'can 7 leave fuch a* 
country - without regret ? if we ' find its 
governments** defective, or r its focletres 
dull, therels always a ¥eibtirce' againft 
:-> : *3 every 
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tvery ieeYmg cyf diflike, tit bf wearinefe; 
in the meditation of that gletf iotas fcetiery , 
&i'vfew of iwhick teAder* tb^ mind hi- 
fenfible fa buiri4i* **&?, ty tfftkig it be- 
yond their reach. Switzerland has opened 
to m£ a new world of idea? ; its land- 
scapes are indelibly imprefled upon my 
memory t whenever the defighful images 
6f nature pfefent themfelves to my ima- 
grrratton, I find* that I have lreen ; thinking 
only of Switzerland; and whenever A I 
&mufe myfelf in that fort of vifionary ar- 
chitecture, called caftle-building, my cha- 
teau is always feated at the foot of an 
Alpine hitf, it torrent ftreafn rolls itivHibly 
paft the dwelling, and an enormous gla* 
tier lifts its fhows in the neighbourhood. 

In that memorable winter, which 
turned the waters of Holland into dry 
ground, we pafled through Tranche 
Comte, on our way to Paris ; not without 
\- , ' T 3 considerable 
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ponfidexibfa da>og?r item the wolves, which 
the feyerity of the froit had brought down 
fjrom the Jura into the plains, and impelled 
to attack the upguarded traveller* 

" Cruel as death, and hungry as the grave, 

c< Burning for blood ! bony, afld gaunt, arid grltn !* 

A general thaw which took place the 
pight we reached Befangon, and rendered 
the roads for fome days hnpaflable, de«« 
tained us agreeably with the accomplished 
and hofpitatye family of pne of my fellow 
travellers. ;; 

: I returned, to Paris, and to my family, 
with feelings J^ow different . from thofe I 
had felt qn nvy departure ! I had nowonly 
fcenes of gratulation to-witnefs, and only 
fears pi luxury to fixed ! 



appendix; 
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Obfervations on the Glacieres, and the Glaciers*, by M. 
Ramond. 

X WENTY ages fince, when Rome, for 
the firft time, call a look towards thofe 
unknown regions, whence iflued the bar- 
barous nations who were moft the ob- 
je6la of her dread, fhe beheld, with afto- 
nifhment, a chain of fummite, boldfer than 
Caucafus, eternally covered with the fnows 
of winter. The civilized world, for a 
while, believed that Italy was joined by 

* TheGlacieres are central mountains* on wh^h 
the (how firft colle&s itfelf 5 the name of Glaciers is 
given to thofe ramifications of ice which branch from 
that centre* 

T 4 the 
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the Alps to fhe frozen pole of the 
North *. 



Whilft the Rbniaiis were contemplating 
thefe Mountains, Hannibal fcaled them. 
He found, as he had conjectured, that the 
whole of their fijrfape was not covered 

but free inhabitants, acrofs their wild paf- 
jtyragesji fciddep amjdft mafl^s of rqc^s, 
s}nc| the Romans difcovered tha^ they were 
not invincible. 

It is not yet jycci(ely determined oyer 
w^t p^rts of the rjiQuntains the Cartha- 
ginians patted y nor can we form ^ny juft 
idea of the ftate of the Alps at the time 
of their paffage, fince w t e kno^y nat to 
what places we ought to apply the de- 
fcHptions given hy the hifto»ans who 

* Sefe ?olybius, Book II. 

have 
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have traafmitted to u$ the account pf this 
aftoni(hif»§ expedition. AJ1 that we cao 
conclude from what they have fe}at«d> is, 
that the Alp? had at that time reached 
their period of old a$e ; hills* had filled up 
Tallies ; regular flopes had become abrupt 
precipices ; yaft mafles rent frpm their fides, 
indicated their decay, and the regions of ice 
which Hannibal crofled, were no doubt 
the conquefts made by the higher glaciers 
pver the territory beneath. This is aU that 
Ijiftory records, feu* in what, annals {hall we 
trace the youth of thefe. eWeft ^au^hters 
of the earth ? To wh*t remote period fhall 
we reyeit, tp discover the wfeflcy of what 
% (<? many centuries, has paiTe<j the boun- 
daries of, oJd age I If a frail machine, the 
wqrljj, of an inftaat, which mQyes, which 
fcels, whksh fuffer^ which lives,, which 
with all its force and energies haftens to 
deeay v if man couats by years, hy what 
nuinbers, or lapfes of time fhaH thofe pafr 

five 
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five irifenfible mafles be Computed, which 
are formed' to refift,' like- the- globe of 
which they ate ia'p^rt, ' that defolation 
which changes, without ihtermifsion, the 
beautiful fcenery of its external form ? 

' Let us then no longer regret the lofs of 
fafts which hiftorians have omitted to 
mention; what information ftiould we 
gain from annals of fuch recent date ? 
What are fuch points of comparifori* at 
the diftance only of at few ages from each 
other? But there is another hiftory, in 
which the records of nations occupies but 
an imperceptible ipace, the hiftory of 
nature. The mind of genius, which can 
read its chara6tete, bounds, at one ftep, 
pver the limits of 'oixf fhort 'and 'dubious 
page, and leaving at a "remote diftiricef both 
nations, and their 1 feariieft convulfions, 
plunges into antiquity far beyond their 
ken ; dif covers its periods, and fixes the 
4 epocbas 
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cpochas pf its revolutions. From the 
fhores of thefea he departs ; there he cql- 
le6ts thofe fa6ts which are moft recent ; 
he marks the yefterday of nature ; for na- 
tions in his fight are but the beings of the 
day. He then approaches the hills which 
rife up from the fhores, thofe which the 
waters laft formed when they finally with* 
drew from the land. Thofe are long pa- 
rallel, and but little elevated lines, the 
work of the waters in their flow retreat, 
for when the ocean left them behind, it 
4iad loft its primitive fury, tending with 
lefs impetuofity towards the hollow which 
it now fills. • 

As he advances, the mountains raife their 
heads, and branch off in different chains, 
the various diredtions of which leave traces 
of the flruggles of the waters. Here, 
broad and deep vallies mark the currents; 
a raging fea has wafhed the cliffs and pre- 
cipices 
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eifjices above, Vaft tewte of iheifc and 
vegetable productions* &ie p*#pfe of tjae 
long abotte which the water hH'n^k, 
and their petrifadiotr btaft teftiawitty to 
the number of years which have elapfed 
£nce the fea has left them> 

_ Ii> a loftier region* §*ery flb|e$ a&waep 
a bolder jhape; every thing indicate more 
/ violent $onvulfions, difcovers mightiet 
operation, *nd leads us back to antiquity 
ftill tpore remote. E^ery ftep of eteva-* 
\\on adds a. century to the age of this 
fountains, a$d when the obferver arrives 
at length a thoufand fathoms above the 
real level pf the feas, he is at the greateft 
height whtere traces of thek abode are 
found, and where the moft diftant period 
pf their known labours is difcoverable *. 

Nevertheless 

v '* Late difcoveries, made by ML Ramoitd, in the 
Pyrenees, have led him to conclude that the waters 

hare 
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Nevertheiefe he is far from having reached 
the higkeft points which brittle over thS 

have obtained a loftier height than he has here men- 
tioned. I have lately received a letter from him on 
the fubjeft of thele difcoveries, of which the following 
is an extraflt : : 

44 Je pourfuis maintenant ces obfervations, et fi la 
44 le&ure de celles que j'ai publiees, voiis infpire de 
44 Pinteret pour les montagnes que j'habite aujour 
c< d'huy, vous ne ferez pas fachee d'apprendre que 
46 cette annee, je fuls parvenfie a la partie moyenne dt) 
44 Montperdu, que l'on peut regarder comme le Monte 
cc blanc, des Pyrenees, et que perfonne encore n'avak 

44 tente d'approcher v la j'ai trouve des glaciers qui ne 

* 
Xk le cedent gueres a ce que les Alpes ont de plus mag- 

4€ nifique en ce genre. Mais ce que les Alpes ne vdus 

44 'drtt point tfiontre ; ce qu'elles ne montreront proba* 

<( blement, a $ucun ob^fervateur^ ce font les formes 

" etrangesy Pafpect epquvantahle des montagnes cah 

44 caires fecondaires portees a une telle hauteur ; cq font 

44 les debris du regne organique gifans fur leur crimes ; cfc 

44 font les oflemens des quadfupedes terreftres meles 

44 aux coquillep des teftaces, et aux loges des Zoophytes* 

44 c'eft le cimetiere des antediluviens a quinze ou dix 

44 huk cens toifes au deflus du niveau actuel de la 

a mer." 

globe. 
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globe. From the bofoifc of the mountain* 
which he has juft fcaled, rifes a formidable 
chain of naked rocks, that ieejti to have 
held perpetual dominion over the ihorelefs 
feas which rolled around the globe* We 
lhould feek in vain for comparifons, and 
epochas between them, and thofe mafles 
of mountains^ which the fea has formed ; 
the annals of nature here leave a vaft 
chafm ; there is nothing common in their 
refpe<ftive operations ; the fpoils of the 
animal and vegetable kingdom, which the 
fecondary mountains contain, prove that 
our earth was then the theatre of life % 
but who has witneffed the birth of the pri- 
mitive mountains, which conceal nothing 
but the fimpleft aggregations of the mine- 
ral kingcjom ? when our planet brought 
them forth, it was nothing but a dry fo« 
litude. 

Such 
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X 



Such is the antiquity of thefe moun- 
tains. Their origin is co-eval with the 
infancy of tfye globe, and.muft be left tp 
the fame conjedtures. If we believe in 
the hypothesis of Jthat conflagration of the 
earth, which k^pt it fo long in a ftate of 
liquefa&ion, we t may fuppofe them to 
have been formedfrom. the unequal con- 
nexion of jts parts, and the tumefadlions 
arifing from its firfl cooling *. If, on the 
contrary, we fuppofe that the feas were 
able to maintain themfelves for a feries of 
ages, at more than double the height 
which has been commonly granted, we 
may believe that their waters, as yet void 
cf inhabitants, rolled on a purely mineral 
mud* and formed this enormous mafs of 
Ample rocks f. 

But 

* M. Buffon's Syftem, 

t Sttth is the opinion of Mr. Sauffure, in his excel- 
lent work on the Alps, He is the firft who has dif- 

covered, 
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But! of what importance tb us ate thefe 
difletent fyftems ? The exirtencfc of the 
primordial mountains, Ititerefts us no far- 
ther than from the epocha when they 
jttdcee#ed from the bofbrti of the waters, 
furrdunded with their invertiture of fe- 
tbndzry mountains, fofteniAg their forms, 
fmoothing their afperities, and ferving as 
a bafis to Vegetation, whilft they inter- 
chain, artd Itretch themfelves in every di- 
rection over the drained continent, dividing 
into different tfegiofis its uniform fc&tent, 
and deffroying that level by which it 
would be expofed to hew deluges, and 
cohdemned to eternal fterility. Every 

covered, or thinks he has difcovered, regular ftrata, m 
the primitive mountains ; which confecfuently cannot 
be the work of a revolution. Thefe ftrata are not hori- 
zontal, but, on the contrary, almoft perpendicular. 
We may compare them to leaves piled againft each 
other, fo ths^t every point of the high Alps, could be 
well reprefcnted by an artichoke.. , 

thing 
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thing in thefe primitive chains is regular, 
every thing bears the imprefsion of the 
firft defigns of nature. Their v gen tie, and 
fruitful declivities offer all the gradations 
tff vegetation without confufion, anfwer- 
ing, with ejca<5hiefs, to the different ftrati 
of the atrtiofphere, and pafsing, from the 
lavifli fertility of the plains, to the fcanty 
ifadigence of thfe lofty heights. The ve- 
getable kingdom is terminated by mofs ; 
every thing beybnd is abfolute barren-* 
ilefs* 

Although this baffler chain of primitive 
rocks, which proudly dominate over the 
habitable globe, as they rofe above the de- 
ltlge by which it Was covered, feems to 
have efcaped the coriimon laws of nature, 
it is only to wear her yoke in aftother 
form. The fummits of this vaft chain 
fuftain an irttmenfe, and eternal load of 
fnows ; and whilfl their foundations, like 

Vol. II. t; thofe 
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thofc of the inferior mountains, augment 
the furface of the earth, whilft threy water 
it with pure ftreams, divide the lower 
ftratum of the atmofphere into limited 
portions, fpread the clouds, and fever and 
direct the winds, which, without fo pow- 
erful an obftacle, would rufh round the 
globe in uniform direction with definitive 
impetuofity ; they keep up an immenfe 
ftore-houfe of waters, the wafte of which 
is always proportioned to the warmth of 
the fummer, and which, far from drying 
up by its fcorching heat, would have 
power to extinguiih the conflagration of 
an hemisphere. 

But what is the caufe of the cold which 
reigns over thefe lofty heights ? By what 
caprice has nature accumulated, in the 
abode of eternal ferenity, thofe laborato- 
ries of ice, which ought to hold their 
place only amidft the regions of fogs, and 
i« the difmal twilight of the pok* world ? 
4 Why 
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Why do folitude and death divide the do- 
minion of thofe regions, which the planet 
that gives life to all, enlightens with its 
pureft rays ? 

Some who attribute to the earth an ab- 

* 

folate heat* the remains of its conflagration, 
fuppofe that the mountains, from being 
infulated mafles diftant from the central 
focus* are fubje6t to a greater lofs of inter- 
nal fire% others confidering the reflexion 

and 

* In his note oh Springs, Doctor Darwin informs 
tis, <c that the primary caufe, why the fummits of 
H mountains are much colder than the plains is, their 
<c being in a manner infulated, or cut off from the 
u common heat of the earth, which is always forty- 
<c eight degrees, and perpetually counteracts the ef- 
u fects of external cold beneath that degree." In his 
note On the Glaciers, he obferves, that cc the common 
€C heat of the interior parts of the earth being always 
M forty-eight degrees, both in winter and fummer^ 
u the fnow which lies in contact with it is always ih 
" a thawing ftate j hence in ice-houfes the external 
U a "parts 
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and concentration of the rays of the fun 
as the fole caufe bf the heat of the plains, 
think that the folitary flate of the moun- 
tains is fufficient to account for the cold 
which freezes their fummits. A few there 
are who rejedt both thefe fyftems with- 
out 

" parts of the colle&ion of ice is perpetually thawing, 
" fo that it is rieceflary to lay up many tons for the 
cc prefervation of one ton j hence, in Italy, conftder- 
,€ able rivers have their fource from beneath the eter* 
a nal glaciers, or mountains of fnow and ice, ,, —» 
This philofophic poet is fo delighted in roving with 
his " Nymphs of Primeval Fire/' that he'fearcely 
deigns to caft a glance on the no lefs interefting divi- 
nities of the Glaciers. Had he vifited the fublimfc 
fcenery which they inhabit, he would not only havi 
been enchanted with his icy rambles, and elevated us 
with his eagle fong, but he would have made us under- 
ftand, more clearly, h/>w, fince the fummits of the 
higher Alps are infulated, and cut off from the a&iofl 
of the central fire, it could melf!, by its heat, the 
eternal glaciers into confiderabk rivers. 

The modeft, fnow-mantled nymphs are not only 
jealous of the Doctor's neglect, but piqued at his ca- 

3 kowies , 
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cut hefitation, and aflure us that the Am- 
ple rarefaction of air is fufficient to pro- s 
dace this effect ; that as no fluid can fuf- 

fer 

lumnies ; their complaints ftill hang on my recol- 
lection : 

While o'er the Alpine cliff, I mufing ftray'd, 
And gaz'd on Nature, in her charms fipvere, 

The laft foft beam of parting day, difplay'd 
The Glacier-Goddefs, on her chryftal fphere. 

. * Her fledgy-car, with fparkling froft-work bright, 
O'er the pellucid ice her fnowrbirds drew, 

And op her fleecy robe refracted light 
The full-blown rofe's vermeil colours threw. 

Slow as flu* graceful lifts her ipi% veil, 
Indignant grief, her mournful glance expreft, 

And thus, in ftlt'ring tones, the Yeftal pale, 
Breath'd the deep forrows of her beating bread. 

<c Native of that green ifle, where Darwin waves 
€i His magic wand o'er Nature's vernal reign, 

* c Her airy efience, and her central caves, 
** Her fires electric, and her Nereid train* 

U 3 £ Go, 
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fer a degree of heat above its dehfity, fo 
the air, more diftant from the furfaee of 
the earth, at the fame time that it is left 
denfe, is deprived of the mixture of thofe 

vapours 

*' Go, tell him, ftranger, had his mufe explor*d 
u My realms, new marrels had enchained her eye} 

<c Go, tell him, ii\ my funlefs ianes are ftor'd 
* c Treasures no vulgar glance fhal] e're defcry. 

c * Ye Nymphs of Fire ! around your glowing brow* 
u What lavifh wreathes your Poet loves %o twine? 

(i Know* partial hard i philqfophy allows 
ic That one bright chaplet might belong to mine! 

<c Ah> why a veftal to a ' fiend 1 * transform, 
" Bid to my fteeps thy glitt'fing hands repair, 

" Direct with oruel aim, their arrowy ftorm, 
" Aivl chain a goddefs to the * northern bear f* 

« Stay thy rafh fteps ! my potent hand impels 
** The rufliing Avalanche to gubhs below! 

4 * I can transfix thee rromtfd, in icy cells, 
tf Of fcroud thee in unfathomM folds of fnow! 



t Botanic Garden, Canto xft. V. 44s. 

" Come 
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vapours of different natures, which mix, 
ferment, diffolve, and become regenerated 

« Come not in hoftile garb !— with foftcr art, 
" With dearer power, my yielding fpirit feize, 

4 < Wake thy rich lyre, and melt my gelid heart 
« ^Vith incenfe fweeter than the weftern breeze. 

« Thy mufe (hall mount my Lammer-Geyer's wing, 
" Pafs o'er my untrod heights, with daring courfe, 

" While the cold Genii of each new-born fpring 
« For thee unlock the river? viewlefs fqurce, 

« For thee my fylphs, with tender care, (hall mark 
« The printlefs pathway of the fecret rills, 

" And light with lambent ray, the caverns dark 
« Where chemic nature myftic wealth diftills. - 

« For thee my fylphs in diftant lands fhall trace, 
« Where, far diffufed, my vivifying pow^s 

« c Awake, ungrateful bard, in blufhing grace, 
* To life and love, awake thy wedded flowers. 

« For thee— but ah, my penfive form he flies 
«* For nyraph$ of golden locks, and^ florid hue ! 
<* No charms have fnow-white tints, or azure 
« eyes," 
She wept, and folded in a cloud, withdrew. 

- U 4 in 
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in the lower region pf the atmofphere, 
^nd ought therefore to be ctfnfidered $s 
adting very powerfully on its tempera- 
ture * f 

Whatever, ip fine, may he the various 
fyftems framed to explain thefe pheno- 
mena, I think we ought to look on tljat 
^s the rnqft probable, which eftablifhes 
the mofi; uniform and conftant caufe. 
Nothing indeed is more regular than the 
law of nature; and the law which fepa- 
rates the living world from the region of 

* The opinion which I have juft given, and on 
which I (hall endeavour to comment, is that of M, 
de Luc. He has thrown it into the laft pages of his 
great work, without diftinctly explaining the founda- 
tion on which it refts 5 and though he affirms, that he 
pan ado$>t no other fyftem, after having made acquaint- 
ance with mountains, I own that it is lefs from my 
own experience, than the confidence that I have in 
that of M. de Luc, that I fhould adhere to this 
fyftem, 

( i 
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(now, is indicated in all latitudes, by an 
imaginary furface, wjiich is 2400 fathoms 
higher than the level of the fea above 
the equator, and which gradually ap- 
proaching the earth, cuts the real furface 
near the eightieth degree of latitude, 

If we apply this rule to the Alps, we 
fhall find that, . fituated at a diftancp 
from the equator, which exceeds the 
half of its diftance from the pole, they 
ought to meet the rpgion of the fnows 
at q. height Jefs than half that of the 
elevation of this region above the feas 
of the equator ; whence it follows, that 
if tlje Alps had preferved their ori- 
ginal forn), we fhoujd have feen their 
chain covered with a ftratum of fnow, the 
lower borders of which woulcj be fairly cut 
by the region of vegetation at 1100 fa^ 
thorns above the level of the fea. The 
Situation alone of fome fummits, relatively 
to the afpeft of the fun^ and the activity 

which 
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which the rays of this luminary acquire 
from the reflection of certain furfaces on 
their neighbouring bodies, would interrupt 
by a fmall number of irregularities, the 
unvaried whitenefs of this long ridge of 
frofts. 

If this (late has exifted, it could only 
have exifted for a very ihort period, flnce 
the forms are ^continually changing ta 
fettle into a regular fhape. The mafs of 
ice having begun to collect, muft nece£- 
farily have augmented ; and if therd was 
but one year in which thefe fummits 
harboured fnoWs, part of which re/ifted 
the a6tion of the fun, this muft be the 
caufe why, at that height, they fhould 
not melt in proportion*to their accumula-^ 
tion. Now the mafs and weight of thefe 
ices could not have increafed, without de«* 
taching from the main body enormous 
portions, which, rolling down the flope of 
the mountains, have carried winter into 

warme? 
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warmer regions* where they have pre- 
ferved themfelves by means of their ex- 
tent, againft the heats of fummcr. Tor- 
rents have multiplied in proportion to the 
increafe of the ice, and its approach to- 
wards the temperate zotfe ; they have car- 
ried away the foil that covered the brow 
of the hills, and made way for obfcure 
precipices, down which thefe ramification* 
of ice have been lengthened from the 
higher fummits, and which are deftined 
to lay wafte the lower mountains, and re* 
unite in a continued chain the glaciers, 
till then fettered on their infulated tops. 

Such is the prefent ftate of the Alps. 
If it was pofsibje to raife ourfelves above 
their fummits, and take in at one view 
the whole mafis, the fertile parts would dif- 
appear before thofe which are uninha* 
bitable. Two principal feas of ice, bor- 
dering on each other, would at firft fix 

our 
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our attention, the one to the north ea(l, 
and the other to the fouth weft. In the 
firft we fliould perceive the mountains 
linked together from St. Gothard, and the 
Grimfel, on to the Shreek-horn, like 
iflands half deluged ; on the other fide, 
we fhbuld diftinguifh, under an uniform 
livery, the formidable range of thofe fum- 
mits which raife thcmfelves from St. Ber- 
nard, and Mount- Velan, on to Mount 
Blanc. From thofe two feas we ihould 
fee a multitude of arms branch off, which 
by meeting again, mingling together and 
uniting in different directions, bind tjie 
great mattes to thofe which are of lefs 
magnitude, and invade every territory 
which borders on thefe regions of froft, 

In this uniformity of whitenefs, we 
Should remark a few points of a different 
colour, and which enchafed in the ice, 
jfepn to have kept their fummits free ; 

thefe 
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thefe fummits, without doubt, were here- 
tofore covered ; but their ikeleton be- 
coming in courfe of time incapable of re- 
taining its ,cloathing, nature relieved their 
old age from the common fervitude. A 
few black fpots would indicate the places 
of cultivation and pafturage ; but we 
fhouid feek in vain for thofe imper- 
ceptible interfaces through which men 
have made paflages ; and the Valais, the 
greatcft interval which the ice has left, 
would appear nothing more than a nar* 
rov^ ribband, filvered by the Rhone. 

If we look nearer, and obferve its par- 
tial effects, this deluge of ice appears ftill 
more formidable. We fee it fwallowing 
up in fuccefsion thefe vaft wrecks of 
fcvery age, each portion of which bears 
evidence of the ravages of $. century. 
Stretched out like the veil of oblivion 
over thefe records of nature, it threatens 

with 
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with deftru&ion every veftige whtefli time 
has left in its paffagc. Into whatever 
valley I penetrate, I /ee myfelf fur* 
rounded by ice ; it menacea every coiti-» 
munication ; the moll fruitful paftiirages 
are threateried with its invafions ; and the 
fhepherds, hemmed in between the fpaces 
which remain, point out to us, with fighs, 
thofe which have been fubdued. Likef 
torrents, if it had their rapidity afid in-* 
conftancy ; or lavas, if it did not bring in 
its train all the horrors of an eternal 
winter, the ice follows every declivity* 
accumulates in every depth, and prefents 
ftfelf like an immenfe volume* the de- 
fcent of which is determined by its 
weight. The inhabitant of the plain be- 
holds with aftonifhment the invader pro- 
truding amidft his harvefts, bid defiance 
even to the fun by which they are 
ripened ; the Ihepherd, feeking refuge at 
the foot of precipices, perceives it with 

terror, 
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terror, mounting the tops of the fteep 
which feparated him from it, and de- 
luging his abode with torrents and ava- 
lanches. 

We muft allow, however melancholy 
be the fa6t, that the ice is gaining' on the 
whole fufface of the high Alps, and is 
tending to infulate the more temperate 
vallies which they inclofe. I will not 
fay that their increafe is any proof of the 
refrigeration of the globe ; for the Glaciers 
have in general gone far beyond the 
colder region which has produced them, 
and fubfift by means of their extent in 
a warmer zone ; but the fituation itfelf 
of thefe Glaciers, in places which could 
not have given them birth, is fufficient to 
prove the extenfion of their original 
mafs *. Thofe therefore who have ga- 
thered 

♦ When we attribute to the increafe alone of the 
upper regions of fnow, the extenfion of which is ob- 

ferved 
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thercd ripe fruits at the foot of the Gla- 
cier of Grindelvald, who with one hand 
have touched that of Montanvert, and 
with the other the corn ready for the 
fickle, may have fuppofed that the 
country of fruits is that of ice, and that 
thefe mattes have not defcended from the 
region above. Befides, what fyftem, or what 
particular observations, ihall we oppofe 
to attefted fa6ts and uniform traditions? 
We muft have had but little knowledge 
of thefe maflcS of ice, and been lefs con- 
rerfant with the fhepherds who dwell in 

ferved in the lower Glaciers, and regard the fyftem of 
the refrigeration of the earth as ill fitted to explain the 
abode of thefe mafTes in a temperate region, I am far 
from imagining that this manner of confidering an in- 
itiated faft is in contradi&ion to the moft magnificent 
theory of the world which genius has ever produced*. 
I think only that many phenomena relative to the 
Glaciers and their increafe, may be explained without 
having recourfe to that theory, 

their 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



their terrific neighbourhood, not to know 
twwiqapiy Glaciers btfar the name of the 
pafturages which they have recently in- 
vaded *$ how many paflages were open* 
Withirt a century, which are noiv for 
ever clofedf; all thefe places are known ; 
tb^regifters of communities and of fa- 
milies have preferved the memorial o£ 
thefe public calamities, and of the monu- 
ments by which they are atteftedifc* 

» 
* The Glaciers of Rofenlaur, which are of the 
number of two at leaft in the centre of Berne, the 
Blumlifs Gleftfcher, m the lame Canton, and many 
ethers in the Valais, and the Faucigny* &c. 

+ That of Letchfberg, between the Canton ,of 
JJerne and the Valais ; that of Montanvert, and of 
Bonhomme, in the valley of Aoft j that of Grindel* 
wald, of which Mr. Cox himfelf fpeaks. 

% In the parifh 6f Grindelwald ii feen the fteeple of 
a hermitage, fituated heretofore in the paflage which 
communicated With the Valais, but which the ice ha* 
now filled up. 

Vol. II. X And 
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And if to fo much evidence it was ne* 
ceffary to add an higher authority in a 
cafe of this nature than any others which 
have hitherto been cited, I ftiould name 
the illuftrious Haller, the Pliny of -Swit* 
4 zcrland ; this learned man*, then four- 
fcore years of age, hai affirmed to me, 
that in his early youth he bad feen from 
Berne, mountains ftript of their fnows 
during the greater part of the fummer, 
which are now conftantly covered *. It 

would 

* M. de Haller, in 1777, has given this opinion oa 
the fubjefl: in a preface which he corapofed for A£ 
Wagner, the Editor of the fineft colle&ion extant, of 
Views in Switzerland. To the obfervation which I 

^ here juft mentioned on the faith of this great man, I 
{hall add another of the fame kind, and which feems to 
be decifive. Alface, placed, with refpeft tathe Alps, 
in the fame dire&ion as the city of Berne, fees them 
alfo terminating the horizon to the fouth. The an- 
cient inhabitants of this province, who appear not to 
have known the name of thefe mountains, have giveq 
them one defcriptive of their appearance, that of Hohe- 

* * Blaucn — 
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would be a ftrange abufe of a few par- 
ticular exceptions to oppofe the im- 
mobility of the low Glaciers to thefe 
fa&Si For many ages, it it true, that 
fome of thefe maffes have not paffed cer^ 
tain limits ; and their infenfible aug- 
mentations having always been followed 
by proportional diminutions, the extremes 
of thefe variations have been conftantly 
feftrained within a very narrow fpace. 
Such is the Glacidr of Montanvert 9 and 

Blauen — the Sigh Blues ; it is by this name of Blue 
Mountains that the diftant chain is called which 
bounds the fight on the fide of the Pacific Ocean and 
the Streights of Anian, in the continent of North 
America. This denomination of High Blues, which 
is ftill found in the perfpe&ive charts of Merian, is 
now fallen into difufe, bccaufe it is no longer fuitable 
to maffes of fplendid whitenefs, neatly bordered with 
the azure of the fky, and whofe prefent appearance rc- 
fembles thofe thick clouds which we fee on a fummer 
day fkirting the horizon. 

X2 . thofe 
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thofe of Grindekvald and Furca *. But 
who is there that does not conceive that 
* ramifications fallen many hundred fa- 
thom below their native region, amidft 
tallies, where, from the heat of the fun 
refle&ed in every dire6tion, they fuftain 
a lofs which the upper ice, feconded by 
the cold of winter, can fcarcely repair? 
Who does not conceive, I fay, that thefo 
ramifications have reached the end of 
their career, and have attained the 
boundary towards which all the other 
Glaciers tend, with more or lefs celerity, 
more or lefs fuccefs. To fuppofe, there- 
fore, that the other mafles are fubjedt 
to the vicifeitudes of thefe lower Glaciers, 

* With refpe& to= the Griacier of Grindelwald^ io 
ffate of reft cannot be carried back to a very drftant 
-period, finCe the remembrance of the paflage which it 
has filled up 9 and of the hermitage, with \t% fteeple, 
ftill appearing* is ftill preferred. 
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is to confound every idea. Thefe laft, 
the inhabitants of our plains, and na- 
turalized in thofe variable regions, iri- 
creafe or decreafe according to the ca- 
pricious circunift^nces which regulate 
€ very thitig in the lower world* But in 
the higher regions, on th6 contrary, there 
is fcarcely any difference of feafons, few 
circumftances and few accidents, the laws 
are fimple, the tendency is fixed, and the 
increafe depends invariably on the fame 
caufe which has preferved the fnows of 
the firft winter, in fpite of the heats of 
the firft fummer *. 

The 

* When at thefe elevations the relation of the 
winter cold to the heats of fummer has been found 
fuch, that, at the end of a year, the fiim of fnow fiillen 
has fomewhat ex<;eed#i that of the fiiow melted, the 
layer of fnow which has refilled, could not but aug-r 
ment, becaufe each year has covered it again with 
a new ftratum. The proportion of the accumulation 
pjjcrht alforto be an increafing ratio, becaufe the cold 

X 3 which 
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The influence which the accumulation 
of the Glaciers of the High region has on 
the lower Glaciers, is feen in the prq- 
grefsive march of the latter. It is eafy to 
conceive the caufe : a mafs which weighs 
on an inclined plane, has 3. neceflfary 
tendency to defcend ; and this tendency 
is favoured in the Glaciers by the fhocjc 
of torrents, which roll under their cavities, 
by the humidity which their mafs com- 
, municates to the foil which fupports 
them; and finally by that innumerable 
multitude of hollows which undermine 

which reigns at the fummit of thefe mountains has 
neceflarily augmented in the ratio of the annual thick- 
nefs of the icy covering ; fo that the fnow of the hun- 
dredth winter, fiipported by a foil already ice, has 
refitted with much more efficacy the heats of the fol- 
lowing fummer, than did thofe which the firft winter 
had thrown over a country till then naked, and fubjeQ; 
only to the natural cold of the aerial zone by which it 
is furrounded, 

their 
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their lower part, the effedl of which is 
the diminution of the fri&ion by di* 
miniihing the extent of the furfaces. It 
is thus that the ijicreafe, which in reality 
takes place only on the heights, feeds 
the ramifications, which, being fituated 
in the temperate regions, lofe much 
without gaining, and alfo gradually aug- 
ments thofe Glaciers that have .not yet 
pafled beyond the icy band of mountains, 
which they one day will pafs, to defolate 
warmer countries. It is at Mareme, or 
Moraine, to that mafs of fragments of 
rocks which bounds the foot of the Gla- 
ciers, that we are indebted for the dif- 
covery of their pfogrefs. It was obferved 
that this ridge was compofed chiefly of 
pieces of granite, although the rocks 
around the Glacier were all calcareous^ 
and it was eafily to be fufpe&ed that it 
muft have been from the place >©f its 
prigin that it has flowly tranfported thefe 
X 4 wrecks ; 
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Wrecks : of this circumftance the convio 
tion was increafed, when, on annually 
comparing the fituation of its tranfverfai 
crevices with the bordering, rocks, it is 
found that they imperceptibly advanced 
towards its extremity, and that a mark 
fixed above one of thefe crevices, had 
jn 3, lhort time overrun * con&ierabie 
{pace * f 

This 

* Jt is Jn the Glaciers of F^uci^ny th# thefe ob* 
fervations have been made, where firs, ftuck in the 
crevices of the ice, have ferved as points of con** 
parifon. One of the mpft decifive experiments of this 
kind w^s made |>y M, Hennin, then French Minjfter s*t 
Geneva. It appears from all thofe that have hitherto 
been made, that the pragrefs of the ice is about four* 
teen feet every year. This progrefs is enormous 
^nd it is eafy to perceive that a tendency fo decifive 
would be produftive of the moft terrible effefts, if the 
elevation was every where the fame, and if different 
caufes did not unite to counteract it $ but it is not 
poffible for this law to be univerfal ; it muft vary 
according to the defcent an*l the dire&ion of the val- 
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, This mode of increasing and multiply* 
ing is common to all the Glaciers. There 



are 



4ies of ice ; and laftly, according to the preflure of the 
upper mafles, and the direction of that preflure. Be- 
fides, the temperature of the region of the Glaciers 
modifies in iome meafure their progrefs ; the foil more 
#r lefs aM>iftene4 by the melting of the ice, favours 
inore or lefs iu defcent ; fo that the lower xamifica- 
*ion$, loaded with the enormous weight of the fnows 
pf the higher region, fituated in rallies, the defcent 
of which being long and fteep, and oindermined by 
the torrents which collect beneath their cavities, muft 
proceed much more rapidly than thofe which inhabit 
tthe icy xegion 5 and this increafe of rapidity, owing 
to their fituation, is at the fame time the means which 
-pature has employed to repair the xapid loiTes to which 
they are fubjefted by their pofition, whilft the flow- 
jiefs of the progrefs of the upper Glaciers prevents the 
prodigious increafe which that pofition would admit. 
JBy thefe means, the nw& of the high region, finding 
jts extension more circumfcribed on the fide of the 
higher vallies, throws itfelf chiefly towards the lower 
outlets, where its extremities are (bnaetunes kept in a 
#§te of diflbluti^n i fo that the annual increafe of the 

{hows, 
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are others that are merely accidental, 
or placed under peculiar circumftances. 

There 

{hows, however great, produces but an imperceptibly 
jncreafe in the Qlficiers, and is foinetimes annihilated 
by the caprices of the feafpns. 

Dr. Darwin, alarmed by the increafe of the ice at 
the northern pole, and on the Swifs mountains, has 
pointed out an ingenious and beneficent mode of re- 
ft oring the equilibrium of heat and cold, by employ* 
ing the fleets of Europe, now bulled in devaftation, in 
the more innocent occupation of navigating ice iflands 
from the neighbourhood of the pole, to cool the 
feverifh climates of the tract of the fun. As the con* 
tinential armies are about to ceafe their work of death, 
the Do&or might alfo have propofed their being en- 
gaged in the removal of the Glaciers of St. Gothard, 
.or Mont Blanc, had not M. Ramond, in his late ob- 
servations on the Pyrenees, relieved us from any ap- 
prehenfion on account of the threatened progreffive 
refrigeration of the globe from the increafe of the 
ice on the Glaciers. After having defcanted on the 
caufes of the variety, the breadth, and elevation of 
the icy zone on the Alps, and the Pyrenees, and 
which is only three hundred fathom on the" latter, 

while 
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There are fometimes mafles which are 
Situated ip. valleys extremely warm, and 

receive 

lyhile it occupies a fpace of thirteen hundred fathom 
on the former; (a wonderful difference, he adds, if 
ws reflefl: that the moft elevated fummits of thefe 
mountains differ only fix hundred fathom in their 
height, and only three degrees and ? half in thqir 
latitude.) M. Ramond draws the following inductions, 
that from the height which the peaks of a chain of 
mountains attain, from its mean latitude, and the 
extent of its icy zone, two points being given, a third 
may be concluded ; and that if in a known chain, 
from a given mountain, two of thefe circumftances 
are afcgrtained, its height, the extent of its fnows, or 
ice, and the place which it holds in the links of the 
chain, the third is a neceflary confequence. 

M. Rampnd, aft$r having eftablifhed thefe rules, 
endeavours to prove that the Glaciers of the Alps, 
like thofe of the Pyrenees, are not fufceptible of any 
durable increafe beneath the icy zone. Let the Gla- 
cier roll its waves towards every outlet — vain 
menace !— it is like the ftreamlet which rufhes head- 
Jong from the lofty precipice, and is loft in air, A 

carpet 
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receive every year a reinforcement of 
auxiliary fnow by the periodical fall of 
an avalanche, which forms itfelf regularly 
above them ; fome there ar6, which left 
to their own weight on a very fteep de- 
fcent, have fuddenly rufhed on to the 
plains, above which they hung, and of 
which they have taken perpetual poflef- 
fion. New Glaciers are fometimes formed 
in hollows, that are lefs expofed to the 
fun, where the fnow of winter is pre- 
served by themafs which the heat 

carpet of flowers forms ? boundary to the fea of ice 
which it cannot pafs ; the harveft of the hufbandman 
waves in fafety on its banks, and the feepherd's hut 
need not fear its vicinity, The fury of the ocean is 
not more certainly reftrained by the gently Hoping 
beach, where the foaming waters, that 4hake the 
rocks, and dafh againft them like the flight canoe of 
the Indian, the ftately veffel loaded with legions and 
their thunder, die away on the lightly-fhifting fands, 
where they fcarcely move the fhell which they have 
thrown, 

of 
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of fumjTier loofens from the mountains 
above. It is this laft phaernomenon which 
the inhabitants of the Alps refer to when 
they advance it as an axiom, that a. 
Qlacier fprings up wherever a portion of 
ftiow, however fmall, has remained for 
the fpace of a year. 

The regular fteps which I have juflr 
traced, the flow progrefs which draws 
imperceptibly to the foot of the Alps, 
the fnow which their fummits have col- 
lected, is at once the origin of the Gla- 
ciers, and the caufe of their duration. 
If the fnows invariably remained in their 
native region, and received no other in- 
creafe than was fufficient to repair the 
lofs occafioned by evaporation, Switzer- 
land would have no ice, and would no 
•longer furnifh, tg the four feas which fur- 
round Europe, the fineft rivers of this 
part of the world. If, on the contrary, 

thefe 
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thefe fame fnows fell fuddenly info the' 
lower vallies, before they had taken the* 
<iOnfiftence \Vhich they receive in the 
middle region ,- by the fuccefftott of froft; 
and thaw, their diflolution wemld be as? 
rapid as their fall, and they would fodrf 
difappear with the furious torrents they 
would have formed. It is not thus that 
nature &&s. She has deftined the nioft 
elevated cotintry of Europe to be thd 
waterer of its fuf face j but this watering* 
in ordef to prove' a benefit, muft be regu* 
lar. The fnows which accumulate in 
thefe lofty regions ought to be flow and 
uniform in melting. In order to melt* 
they mufl defcend into a lower region of 
the atmofphere ; to melt (lowly, they 
muft be in great maffes, and under a very 
folid form ; they muft take the con- 
fiftence of the hardeft ice» Let us fol- 
low their Angular transformation in its 
details. 

The 
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The higheft mountains, thofe which 
are properly known under the name of 
Glacieresj are abfolutely inaccefsible ; but 
the experienced beholder difKnguifhes in 
the brilliant whitenefs of their covering, 
that dazzling which is the chara6leriftic 
of fnow. In reality, nothing falls front 
the clouds but fnow, and that which 
adheres to thefe elevated points, never 
having undergone a real thaw, muft ne- 
ceflarily remain in this form, or be co- 
vered only with a fl^ht varnifh of im- 
perfect ice, caufed by the agglutination 
of the parts of the furface moft expofed 
to the fun. It is this dazzling incrufta- 
tion which has deceived many obfervers, 
with rcfpe£t to the nature of the clothing 
«f thefe mountains. AH the parts of thia 
clothing very eafily feparate from each 
other, and fall often into icy duft at the 
bottom of the neighbouring and furround- 
ing mountains. This is the firft ftate of 

4 the 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



320 APPENDIX* 

the upper fnows, and th^ firft ftep which 
they take towards the inferior vallies. 

Directly beneath thefe mountains, and 
in that elevated hollow, which receives 
at the 'fame time their fpoils, and the 
fnows of the atmofphere, the tempera- 
ture is lefs icy, the fun has fome in* 
fluence, and a few days of thaw fufpend 
the rigours of winter ; we then find the 
fnow more condenfed, more adhefive j it 
keeps from finking, but the trace of the 
foot is preferved. This is the immenfe 
refervoir of the Glaciers. An infinity of 
branches efcape in every direction along 
the fteep vallies towards the plain. Their 
fnows elaborated in the hollow above, 
and become folid, are fitted to bear the 
trial which they undergo in a more tem- 
perate region. The fecond ftep is ac- 
complifhecL 

In 
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111 this new abode, the fnows are ex- 
jpdfed to longer thaws, but the froffa are 
Scarcely lefs fiiafp ; their maflcs are mord 
thoroughly penetrated with the water 
which is produced by the dif&lution of 
feme of its parts; but when, it k duly 
pioiftened, the cold feises, and trans- 
forms it into a kind of half ice, which 
already feems transparent ; this is the ori- 
gin of the Glaciers. ^ 

The work is not yet finifhed, but it 
goes on rapidly to perfection.. Every 
fathom of defcent towards the lower re- 
gion gives the ice a greater degree of 
hardnefs and tranfparency, and the Gla- 
cier, undergoing a thorough transforma- 
tion preferves nothing that bears a re- 
semblance of its original. 

If, in the mean time, we caft an atten- 
tive look oVfef the part where the trails- 
Vol. II. Y forma- 
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formation is mod pcrfe&* namely, at the 
foot of the Glacier, We fhall perceive 
that that is not abfolutely homogeneous* 
but compofed of two very different kinds 
of ice. . That which forms the lower 
ftratum being more compa6l and more 
tranfparetit, is of an hardnefs furpafsing 
that of our mod p^rfeft ice j it is alfo 
like it in other refpedts, terminated by 
plane furfaces ; but .that which forms 
itfelf into irregular rocks, the outward 
furface of which is rugged, being more 
white and light, as well as lefs folid, is 
eafijy divided into globular fragments, 
which are themfelves only an aggrega- 
tion of fimilar parts. The lower bed of 
ice is therefore the produce of water, 
regularly cryftallized, whilft the other is 
npthing more than fnow, the particles 
of which are agglutinated by the fuccef- 
iion of thaws and frofts. This is, I be- 
Jieve, the caufe of that phenomenon* 

3 The 
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The fnow, as it falls to the ground, is 
a mafs. of little regular cryftate, ki the 
fytm of very light and fcooped out liars, 
the fix rays of which being flat, pointed, 
and diflant fixty degrees from each other, 
prefent the foritt of the cryllallization of 
water. Let us imagine the effedt which 
the heat muft neceflarily have on their 
accumulated flakes, we fhall find that the 
moft unconnected parts are thofe which 
yield the fooneft, the : points will drop off, 
a little fpherical nucleus is all that remains 
of each liar, and the whole mafs will fink 
by the union of thefe globules. It is in 
this Hate that thofe fnows are every where 
found which have undergone a firft thaw ; 
they then become lefs porous, ahd more 
tranfparent. But if this thaw be fucceeded 
byjfroft, the little fpherical icicles cling 
together, and form an icy mafs, which 
breaks at each finuous interllice, which the 
elementary globules leave between them. 
Y2 Such 
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Soch is the ice which cbmpofes the upper 
ftratum of the-glacters. Theltfwerftratom 
is formed by the cbngetatidnsof the fcatessy 
which have filtered through the feow> it 
takes the figure of perfect ice ; its ifoa&ls 
a feries of flat and ttftifiwmly iridtited 
plane?; it is hard, transparent,- arid bteikp 
into iharp fragments*. ■: f 

It is riot, as is cbrrimbrriy believe^ dur- 
ing the heats of furiuner, that thefc? tiafof- 
formatlens take place ? tliey aft i>hfy uii- 

■ - deigoing 



♦ AmopstJwfe low«rArtta trf ice, fdme parts art 
found <tf a; depper l?lue, much, harder, heavier, and more 
indiffolubfo than the moft folid ice we know of. 
Thefe properties arife from their antiquity, and the 
continual fuccefiion of diffolutiohahd congelation which 
they undergo. Thfetr parts btecoine gradually moreeoft- 
ndaed j/thfyi have wcpelled or dtflblvfedaU th* paftteles 
tfhettfogeheous ai^wh/c^ d#urh<jd>their traofparency, 
otdimmifhed tbeiradhisfipnf remaining therefqre unmix- 
ed with any foreign matter,' they have acquired that blue 

* ' colour 
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xlergoing preparation. The faow is fatu- 
lated with watpr; but the cold of the 
^rigjht is^not fufficittitly piercing to finifh 
f the » work ; it penetrates but a little way ; 
theithaw is but'flightly reftraiped, it is:the 
winter alone which fixes it, and freezes 
what the £ummcr has dtiTcAved. Thence 
it happens, that during the temper 
xatp feafon a prodigious quantity of wai- 
ter efcapes congelation^ makes its way 
«Jn every fide through tlie mafs of fhows ; 
its weight determines it towards the ex- 
ticpakles ; there it finds either refervoirs, 

colour which belongs to air and water, when they form 
a volume, and hold no other fluid in fufpenfion. M. 
Plyfier has made feveral experiments on this ice, which 
I have pot yet repeated >He aflerts, that it retains its 
colour to its fmalleft fragments. He has alfo remarked 
Jts property of refitting heat, I have made the fame 
bbfervation, and have admired the wifdom of nature, 
which has given this ice hardneft, and indiffblubility, 
fitted to make it Support the abode of the warm vallt*s 
into which it defcends. 

Y 3 which 
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which diftributc it into the bpwejs of 
mountains to feed the fpringsi or decli- 
vities doytn which it ru/hes, dragging 
along a part of the fnow drowned in it, 
and forcing a channel, to empty itfelf 
into the plains. In vain are thefe pervi- 
ous fnows afterwards changed into ice; 
they preferve the form which has been 
imprefled on them ; the torrent feizingon 
its bed, and endued with an impetuofity 
proportioned to the rapidity of its defcent, 
acquires the power pf overcoming the 
tranfitory obftacles which accident might 
bring in its way. The glacier, in its pro- 
gress, is forced to preferye fof it an outlet; 
which it would otherwife find the means 
of opening for itfelf, or rather let me fay, 
that the glacier is formed by its current ; 
its defcent is favoured by the fhock, and 
the rapidity of its waters; the torrent 
If aces out the plages which it is to occupy, 

and 
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anil becomes the pioneer that prepares dc-* 
ferts for its reception. 

Whilft nature is making this external 
expenditure* to fertilize our plains burnt 
tip by the heats of fummer, ftie looks for- 
ward to winter to replenish her refervoirs ; 
it is in hollows deprived, to all appear* 
ance, of outlet, that fhe accumulates the 
waters, which a thoufand unknown pipes 
convey into interior cavities, whence 
they iflue under the form of firings, 
which not only have refilled the winter 
cold, but have often acquired a heat fo- 
reign to their nature, the caufe of which 
is demonflrated by the numerous hot 
fprings we find in Switzerland. The fame 
fubterraneous fources from which they 
-flow, thofe femi-voltanoes kept up by 
the flow and gradual fermentation of the 
vail magazines of minerals heaped up in 
the bofom of the Alps, are the origin alfo 
Y4 of 
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of thofe accidental cavities, which are dug 
under the glaciers already formed, and of 
that verdure which we are fometimes fur* 
prifedtofind in places which ought to beca- 
vercd with eternal fnows; laftly, we are in* 
debted to them for a great number of rivulete, 
Jcept up by the melting of the ice during the 
fliarpeft cojd of winter, and which feizing 
on the bed of the torrents, fweep their 
cowrie, ?u*d keep their outlets free. It is 
io thefe receptacles of heat, and by the 
partial findings which they ocoafion in 
the mafe > of the glaciers, that we muft 
attribute a part of the great .etetlcef 
which crofs them in every direction, and 
Which receiving the waters df the tippe^ 
furface, carry them into the lower canals, 
ft is alfo to the vaults made by their hot 
exhalations under the glaciers, that we 
might attribute the formation of bridges 
4>f ice, interior lakes, and a thoofand 
other accidents, which, becaufe they are 

accidents, 
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accidents, cm have no confUnt caufe, 
and ought not therefore to be ranged in 
the clafe of phenomena arifing from the 
jheat peculiar tp £he earth. This Jieat 
i* an xmiforn) and universal caufe* and 
therefore can fyave only uniform and Ul4- 
yerfal eflfeds. 

If this heat a$ed only on the lowgr 
part of the glaciers* & wonld a& always 
regularly, their mafe would fink eyejy 
jwhere in the feme [Jfopprtion, the waters 
^hjph ihouM pfo<?fe4 froon their wejtii^g 
would give equnl mpifo«e to a}J tfcp 
jcpuntrieg th<?y covered ; they would run 
3»ff in^ilfetently from «}) parts of thfij^e 
iwhi^h touch the ground, aiid would *P- 
^aite only after their fall. There wo*4d 
he no partial aftd extraordinary wfties, up 
iefsarate refervok6 j none of thofe privi- 
leged places which rid themfelyes pf their 
ihows, without owing it to the beam of 

the 
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the furi> or thfeir relative pofitioii to the 
neighbouring heights. 

The hollows which have been found at 
the feet of the glaciers, and which ferve 
as outlets to the torrents, have been pro- 
duced as evidences of the melting of the 
tinder ftrata of the fnow ; but as thefe hol- 
lows anfwer precifely to the deepeft part 
of the vallies, occupied by the glacier, 
that is to fay, at the very place where 
the waters, left to their own weight and 
fluidity, unite together, when no obflacle 
occurs to prevent their tendency, and be- 
ing likewife-oiily the mouth of a channel 
which pierces the glacier through its 
whole lehgth, they plrpve nothing^ except 
the little refinance which the drench- 
ed fnbws h&ve made to the draining of 
the waters which proceeded from their 
thaw, at a period when the mafs had not 
yet acquired it? icy form. In faift, it is 

not, 
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not, in :the bottom of thole hollows, as 
ibme fuppofe, who have feen only the 
extremities of the glaciers, that the tor- 
rents take their rife. Both the Lutfchmi^ 
and the torrent that f wells the Rhone* 
near its foiirce, do not belong to the mafles 
of ice in the Grendelzvald, Lauterbrunhen, 
and the Furcar, their foutces are in the 
uppef fnows, but they owe to the chan* 
3»l which receives them, and which con* 
veys them to the plains, after having for a 
long time concealed them from fight, 
thofe auxiliary waters which its numerous 
crevices bring them from all parts of the 
glacier; fo that the incre^fe of thertor- 
rent arifes as much from the upper fur* 
face as from the lower part. We might 
even conclude, that the produce of the 
external th'aw is not inconfiderable, if we 
obferve that the furrows, by which it is 
hollowed, as well as its briftled points, are 
the work of the currents which are formed 

in 
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in the firft days of fpritogj and wt&sJi 
would continue running, if the navitkfii, 
by giving way foon flifter, did riot afcfarb 
.them as they Arils, and conduct them 
s into the lofrer channel, , , r 

After having defcribed; the general 
ftfamfl; which the glacier? owe. to their 
origin, I ihail not flop to jp^int the; xpfo 
rate . varieties which diftinguifli theias 
jthcy /ire as oiiumer.ous as the fdaces whjerc 
Jfaeyi gue fituated> tad/the ,oircura$2gKSi 
by, which they aifer/attencfed> \w< uw •,'; j 
- i * -j > . ' '.• • . ■ •' . j • ;»'-.•....'.■ 

In *his £pofc, a band of ice, adhpiing J$ 
^ precipice, ^joop» off in proportion as* the 
fu$* commuitic^es warmth to its. fop? 
porter, and pisefente itfelf, feen fidsways* 
iike a tfrairfparent needle, ib axtreraely 
jelevaibed, that its equilibrium appears a 
mirackt On another fide, a m?fa of ice, 
bn the edge of a precipice* leans liks a 
* penthoufe 
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pe&thoufe Avbr thte depth, and turna*Hfel£ 
into a half circle. Sometimes this pent- 
houfe cfoops <frff from its ^freight, and teiYfe*. 
a perpendiawlar Wall ;o£ ice* ofteJrrifte 
height* Between mountains, at little idif* 
tancd from each other, the glacier i$ a 
narrow ftreight t further &n, it is ail im~ 
menffe feat, overlooked only by a few points, / 
half fwallowei up. In the upper regions,' 
the fea is calm* arid furrowed only by vafb 
waves ; if it ef capes along a narrow valley, 
it is a furious torrent, where one wave fol- 
lows rulhing on another. Evefy : tiling 
has the femblance of motion and^noife?^ 
but all arottnd is ftillnefc and pedCe. , 

I leave, without rclii6lance, particular 
defcriptions of objects, and frigid details, 
to writers who make a point of explaining 
everything ; but I regret that I have not 
been able td bring back from this new 
world the pftwer of painting to the im$? 
i gination, 
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gination, as it was pictured before my 
eyes; to retrace the fentiments with 
which it infpired me, and the ideas to 
which it gave birth. Let no one judge 
of its folitudes by the folitudes of our 
plains. Here below, every thing lives, 
fenfation pervades the whole. In the 
moft diftant retreat, in deferts where I do 
liot find the footfteps of man, I find a fa- 
mily of birds, which is the emblem of our 
own ; a republic of infefts, which recalls 
the idea of our nations ; their induftry, 
their relations and antipathies. The 
waving of a tree, the fhaking of a fhrub, 
the rapid courfe, or murmuring flow of a 
rivulet, every thing brings me back to the 
fentiment of exiftence, by giving me the 
idea of motion, the moft foothing of all 
ideas, becaufe it is the raoft remote from 
annihilation. But how different the im- 
menfe deferts of the Alps ! One uniform 
carpet covers tkeir icy labyrinths, from the 

proudeft 
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prowdeft futqimts to the mx>ft unfearch- 
able abyfles ; it is the 'lively of the eternal 
winters of the pole, a winding fheet which 
enwraps the expiring earth. 

An eternal filence reigns over this fe* 
eluded region. If at remote diftances an 
avalanche falls amidft its precipices ; if a 
rock rolls over its ice, the noife will be in- 
fulated; no living creature anfwers it by a 
cry of terror, no tinjid birds fly away af- 
frighted ; the winding labyrinths of thefe 
mountains, carpeted with fnow, receive^ 
in.filence, the founds which is repeated 
•by no ^cho. Who, but the obferver of 
nature, would fufpe&that this vaft tomb 
contains its fecret laboratory, and that 
like the careful monarch who, in the 
tranquil retirement of his palace, dwells 
with aijxiety on the happinefs of . his 
people, th e mother of the world pre- 
pares ^1 this abode, defended by fuch 

terrible 
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terrible avenues* Che floweiy with whitih 

fixe is to deck our plains* 

i 

the wafte made by the icy mafs, to 
feed its lower branches, and the prodigi- 
ous lofs occasioned by evaporation, would 
not be fufficient to counterbalance the 
continual increafe which it receives, if 
the ulp^er fnows cfid not diefcend into the 
region where they are to be diflblvecf, 
although with that fl<Avtiefs which cha- 
rafterifes their regular progrefs, and under 
the folid form which they acquire by thur 
gradual defcent, fo that in a ihort fpace 
the heights being overloaded with their 
weight, and hot having the faculty of 
retaining them on their fleep declivities, 
precipitate them, under the form of fo~ 
. vanges, into regions where the rays of the 
fon have more a&ive force* 

paving 
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Having by this means prematurely 
reached the' limit to which they all tend, 
they are expofed, without fhelter, to the 
adtton of the heat, and melt with a cele- 
rity which foon re-eftablifhes the balance 
between the lofs and the increafe. Dif- 
ferent caufes contribute to favour the re- 
moval of thefe mafles of fnow, and the 
inhabitants of the country give different 
names to this phenomenon, according to 
their caufes, and to the forms which it re- 
ceives from them. It is on this account 
they are called lavanges of cold, lavanges 
of heat, lavanges of wind, and lavanges of 
duft*. 

A mafs 

* The word lavange is derived from the German 
term lavine y by which' the inhabitants of the Swifs 
Alps diftingutfh this phenomenon. That of Avalanche^ 
which exprefles the fame thing, and which is more in 
ufein t;he Romanjh country, has for its etymology the 
old word avaler^ to defcend^ which is no longer un- 

Vol. H. Z derftood 
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A mafs of fnow, which its own weight 
alone detaches from the heights, on th6 
flojpe of which it was fufpended, is what 
is called a lavange of cold, becaufe it is 
generally in winter that the accumulation 
of fnoW determines its defcent. The fait 
is always accompanied by a dreadful 
craih, and nothing can refift its courfe* 
Habitations, whole villages, are buried 
under it ; forefts are levelled with th6 
ground ; rocks bend before the fhock^ and 
are dragged on with the current. The air, 
agitated by the precipitation of this enor- 
mous mafs, carries the devaftation into 
places which the fnows cannot reach ; d 
hurricane is lefs violent in its.effedts, and 
fometimes the traveller, who journeys out 
of the reach of the lavange, has been 
thrown down headlong, or ftifled by this 

derftood in this fenfe ; or rather from the adverb a-val, 
from the Monkilh Latin ad valkm y which is the origin 
pf the word: 

impetuous 
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impetuous blaft, loaded with particles of 
ice* 

The Iavinge of heat or dufi differs but lit* 
tie from the preceding. It has the fame 
origin, but is lefs compact ; it falls lefs in ' 
a mafs, and by dividing itfelf, it covers a 
greater extent of ground ; the fnow which 
compofes it, is ah icy powder, extremely 
fine and light. During the hot days of 
fummer, we frequently hear a noife like 
that of thunder, or of a torrent which 
throws itfelf from a considerable height 
on a furface of rock ; it is one of thefe 
diftant lavanges, which falls from rock to 
rock, under the form of a cafcade of wa- 
ter raifcd into foam. . A hot wind, which 
Jblows from the fouthern region, and 
which the inhabitants of the Swifs Alps* 
call Foen, the fame which from the firft 
days of the month of March changes at 
once the temperature of the air in the 
Z 2 neighbouring 
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neighbouring countries, which in one day 
enamels the meadows with violets, and 
gives him who breathes it the firft feel- 
ings of fpring ; the Sirocco of the Italians 
fweeps in a fhort time the fummit of the 
Alps. At that period lavanges follow one 
another without intermifsion, the torrents 
rufh from every glacier ; and the rivers, 
fuddenly f welled, overflow their banks. 
When the wind rifes, it finds a mafs of 
icy air above the Alps, which oppofes its 
paflage, and with which it ftruggles, but 
it is only at the end of two days that it 
has power to take its place, and the in- 
habitants of the northern plains of Swit- 
zerland feel, for two days, a cold wind 
which they know precedes the burning 
wind they fhall feci on the third day*. 

The 

* This takes place in Suabia and Alface, though in 
a much lefs fenfible manner. No where elfe is felt 
this fudden change of feafori, which has fomething ma- 
gical 
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The lav^nge otxvind is, of the number of 
phenomena of this kind, that which ap- 
pertains moft to the high mountains of the 
northerly parts of the globe. It is a fhift- 
ing of fnows, occafioned, during the win- 
ter, by violent hurricanes. Thefe fnows, 
which the cold has preferved in their ftate 
of lightnefs, are carried away by the 
winds, and tranfported to a great dif- 
fance. 

The afpe<5t of the region, where thefe 
winds exercife their fury, is changed in an 
ihftant ; woe to thofe who are then wan- 
dering on their heights ! the paths which 
their footfteps have traced, difappear ; 

gical in it, and which makes fo delicious an impreffion 
on every being; the fucceffion is flow and gradual, 
and the oppofite temperature coming into contact by 
ihades fcarcely perceptible, give nature a monotonous 
progrefs, which affe&s the mind only with vague fen- 
Cations. 

Z 3 the 
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the marks fet up at regular diftances to 
point out the dire&iop of the roads are 
thrown to the ground; and if the un- 
happy traveller is not buried under this 
• furious fea, he throws his eyes with defpair 
over an immeofe oceap, with nothing tQ 
dire6t his fteps, and which offers no other 
inequalities than the vaft waves, the moving 
furface of whicjj |ias been ploughed by 
the winds. It is thus that pature, in hey 
general views, overlooks partial evils. No 
facrifice is too great, when the preferva- 
tion of her original plan is cQncerned.; and 
while Ihe is careful to conceal her un* 
changeabjenefs under an inexhauftible va- 
riety of forms, of what importance is }t 
that one of her fteps occafions the removal, 
or annihilation of any of thofe brings, 
which fhe fcatters with fo much profit? 
lion over the furface of the globe. 
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I fhall confine tO this rapid outline, the 
pidure of the objects which my abode, 
amidft the Alps, has offered me. 

Placed in the centre of the richeft and 
nioft temperate part of the globe, thefe 
mountains bring us in cental with the jnoft 
faVage and moil frozen regions of the earth. 
If we take a view of them relatively to their 
conftituent parts, weftiall find a refpe6ta- 
ble remnant of the firft iketch of our 
planet, an immoveable chain of Ample 
rocks, which have kept their feat amidfl 
the revolutions of the earth, and which 
have witneffed around them the birth and 
decay of thofe fortuitous and tumultuous 
aggregations, thofe flow mafles, the fccon* 
dary mountains, children of the caprices 
of nature, and fleeting as thefe caprices. 
Within their bofom they conceal virgin 
fofsils, as antient as thcmfelves, and 
cryftals, the faithful companions of gla- 
Z 4 citTSt 
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ciers. It is only at their feet that we fee ' 
thofe calcarious, or argillaceous inveft- 
ments, the ftrata of which contain wrecks 
of beings, which live on the furface of 
the earth, or in the gulphs of the fea; 
thofe finuous hills, that wind around their 
bafis, which cover* the primitive vallies 
with a foreign foil, the different ftates of 
which bear evidence to the lapfes of ages, 
from which the primordial mountains 
have received little injury, and of which 
they preferve fcarcely any traces. 

If we confider the height of thefe 
mountains, various other phenomena pre- 
fent themfelves to our minds. The height 
of thirty fathoms raifes you a degree 
above the equator, and the fame varia- 
tions of temperature which local circum^ 
fiances, fuch as the vicinity or the dif- 
tance of feas, the extent ©r abfence of fo* 
refls, make iji the temperature of climates, 
4> in 
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m a gradual progrefs towards the pole, are 
found as you pafs through the 'different 
fuccefsiye ftrata of the atmofphere, repre- 
fented by the irregularities which are 
caufed by the expofure of mountains, 
with refpedt to the fun, the refle&ion of 
neighbouring furfaces, and the diftance of, 
the ice, in the regular diminution of the 
heat. In a greater elevation, f uch irre- 
gularities diminifh as thofe local circum- 
ftances have lefs influence nearef the poles. 
At twelve or thirteen hundred fathoms 
height, you are at the eightieth degree 
of latitude, and in a walk of a few hours 
you have felt the influence of all the fea- 
fons; feen the production of every cli- 
mate ; ran through the whole fcale of ve- 
getation, and compared the birds of Italy 
with thofe of northern lakes and conti-' 
nents*. 

To 

* A naturalift of Rome, Mr. Springlein, has formed, 

vr'tfh confidence tafte and expence, a complete col,- 

leSion 
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To fum up all, you have paffed the 
bounds of the moft frozen habitable zone. 
At feventy-five degrees you meet with 
vaft forefts ; but they are not to be found 
in the Alps at the height of eleven hundred 
fathoms. Here the Cold is attended with 
a fhortnefs of the column of air ; there it 
is maintained by the obliquity of tl?e fun's 
rays. It appears that vegetable life yields 
fooneft to the imprefsion of the firft of 
thefe circumftances, and we fhould find 
ourfelves in the moft horrid of all regions, 
if a wonderfully ferene fky, if the pureft 
fplendour of the fun did not take place of 
the eternal fogs which cover the polar 
continent, and the pale glimmering which 
trickles along its defolate froffs, 

Je&ion of the birds of the Alps, which confifts of about 
five hundred fpecimens. It contains the fpecies pecu- 
liar to every climate from the fouth of Italy to the 
north of Anaerica, 

Let 
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Let no one imagine that exiftence is 
for a moment painfrrf in the mid ft of thefe 
deferts. A temperature, fuch as the pre- 
tence pf a cloudlefs fun, is always an en- 
joyment, notwithfianding the cold of the 
atmofphere ; an air which is refpirahle 
at the higheft degree, notwithfianding its 
rarefaction ; waters which have preferved 
the purity they have acquired, when raifed 
to the clouds, becaufe in, falling back on 
the earth they have not crofled the pefti- 
lential vapours which hover over our 
plains ; thofe waters which, offering to the 
parched traveller no perfidious beverage, 
engage him to quench his burning thirft 
.without apprehenfion of the fatal effects 
?rifing from thpir coolnefs * ; thefc things 

are 

* This quality of the waters which proceed from 
a glacier is proved, not only by the experience of all 
thofe who have made ufe of it, but ftill more by the 
ppinions of the phyficians of Switzerland. I am not 

wel 
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are what firfirfhike the fenfes. The mod 
excefsive fatigue vanifhes in an inftant ; 
ftrength is renewed ; courage and tran- 
quillity take place of uneafmefs; in a 
word, the body and mind undergo a tranf- 
formation which extends and multiplies 
all their faculties* However wonderful 
what I haye advanced may appear, I fliall 
not want evidences, of its truth, and fliall 
only find thofe incredulous, who have 
never afcended above the plain. I call 
thefe to witnefs, who have fcaled fome of 

w$ll acquainted with the explanation they give of this 
phenomenon ; but for my own "part, having pften 
drank of it, I fhould be tempted to think that this in- 
nocence is owing lefs to their quality, than to the dif. 
pofition of the body, whith finding a very rarefied at* 
mofphere in the heights, does not receive from the 
friction of its own parts a degree of heat comparable 
to that of which it is fufceptibje in our plains. Be* 
(ides, in thefe regions we are never at reft, we are ever 
in activity, and the cooling being only momentary* 
cannot fufpend the perfpiration. 

the 
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the heights of the globe ; is thete a fingle 
perfon who did fcot find himfelf regene- 
rated ; who did not feel with furprife, 
that he had left at the feet of the moun- 
tains, his weaknefs, his infirmities, his 
cares, his troubles, in a word, the weaker 
part of his being, and the ulcerated portion 
of his heart ? Who among them but will 
acknowledge that at no moment of his 
Jife, in the age even of his warmeft paft 
fions, in the midft of circumftances which 
have given the greateft force to his ima- 
gination, he has never felt himfelf fo dif-, 
pofed to that kind of enthufiafm which 
kindles great ideas ! 

In fine, who, in beholding from that lta- 
tion the immenfity of the celeftial fpheres, 
and the nothingnefs of our planet, can 
think without fome feeling of contempt on 
what we call great, or of pity on what we 

deem 
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deem important.* Let not this appear 
wonderful ; every Thing in thefe regions is 
of colloflal magnitude : the eye loft in 
the immenfe chads of fountains which it 
furveys, thinks it beholds an univerfe, and 
this univerfe is but a point when it con- 
templates the azure fpace in which we 
wander. Nothing diftra6ts or mifleads 
the mind employed on thefe fublime ob- 
jects. The filenceof thefe deferts, where 
nothing breathes, or moves, beyond the 
tumult of the habitable world ; the view 
of thefe profound abyffes ; of valleys 
which thofe immoveable cliffs have be- 
held alternately defert and cultivated, peo- 
pled to-day, to-morrow defolated, the 
afylum of fo many alternately happy and 
miferable mortals, the theatre of fo many 
changes ; every thing concurs to make 
our meditations more profound ; to give 
. them that melancholy hue, that fublime 

chara<5ler 
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chanu&er which they acquire, when the 
foul, taking that flight which makes it con- 
temporary with every age, and co-exiftent 
with all beings, hoyers over the abyfs of 
time* In vain would reafon ftrive to count 
by years. The folidity of thefe enormous 
mafles, oppofed to the accumulation of 
their ruins, ftartles and confounds all its 
calculations. Imagination feizes the reins 
which Reafon drops, and in that long fuc- 
cefsion of periods, catches a glimpfe of the 
image of eternity, which flie hails with 
religious terror. How has every thing 
vanifhed, which occupies, enchants, and 
aftonifhes us here below, when we com- 
pare it with the objects of glory that are fet 
before us ! Thus, our moft extended ideas* 
and our moft elevated and noble fenti- 
ments have their origin in the wanderings 
of the imagination ; but let us forgive its 
chimeras, for what would there be great 
2 % in 
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in our conception^, or glorious in cur ac- 
tions, if finite was not, through its illu- 
lions, continually changed into infinite, 
fpace into immenfity, time into eternity, 
and fading laurels into immortal crowns I 



THE END,, 
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